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Agreat deal ofconfusion exist with respect tothe subject ofGod's
judgments and particularly regarding the final judgment. Itisthe
purpose ofthis study to cover all the major judgments (past, present, and
future) that wefind in Scripture to help resolve this confusion. For

instance, many do not understand that instead ofone final judgment, the
Bible teaches that there are a series offive to seven future judgments
(depending on how they are categorized) that differ in respect to time,
purpose, subjects, and circumstances. Understanding these various

judgments will give insight into God's program, but the goal here is not
justinformation. God wants Christians to understand thetruth ofthe

judgments to both comfort and motivate them to godly living. He want
those who have not trusted in Christ to understand the judgments that
this might motivate them to trust inChrist as their personal Savior
because He bore the judgment for their sin in their place. The Christian
will not face the final judgment because Christ was judged for us, but all
believers will face ajudgment called the Judgment Seat ofChrist, the
nature ofwhich will be covered in the material to follow.

Point: Sinalways has its consequences andthe Doctrine of the

Judgments calls our attention toboth the reality and nature ofthe
consequences ofsin. The details ofthis will bedeveloped ina
summarized fashion in the material that follows.

Though one's primary focus might be on the future judgments, this study
will also cover the judgments ofthe past and the present because they
are related and form apart ofthe total picture revealed in Scripture.
I. The Past Judgments

A. TheJudgment of Satan and the Fallen Angels
Key Scriptures (Matt. 25:41; Isa. 14:12-14; Ezek. 28:11-19*
Rev. 12:3-4)

This isGod's judgment to cast Satan down from his position in heaven
as the anointed cherub with allthose angels who followed him to this

earth and its atmosphere as the primary abode oftheir operations (cf.
1

Eph. 2:2 "the ruler of the kingdom of the air," NIV, ["air" is the Greek,
aer, the atmospheric heavens]). Evidently, immediately after Satan's
fall, God sentenced Satan and his angels condemning them to the Lake
ofFire (Matt. 24:41). Though anticipated as certain and viewed as
accomplished, this sentence against Satan and his evil host will not be
carried out until after the millennial reign of Christ (cf. John. 12:31 with
Rev. 20:10). The basis of Satan'sjudgment and final disposal is the
finished work of Christ on the cross first anticipatedin the
protevangeliumof Gen. 3:15. Then in anticipation of His death on the
cross, the Lord spoke of Satan's judgment and doom in John 12:31;
16:11, and Luke 10:18-19. Compare also Romans 16:20;
Ephesians 1:20-21; Colossians 2:14-15; Hebrews 2:14-17.

B. The Edenic Judgments of Genesis 3

Afterthe fall of Adamand Eve, and as a judgment for mankind's
disobedience regarding the tree of the knowledge of goodand evil
(Gen. 2:17), certain curses or judgments were placed upon Satan (the
promiseofhis final doom), upon Adam and Eve, and upon the earth.
Adam and Eve died spiritually and beganto die physically. Physical
death becamea certainty for their future because they took of the tree of
theknowledge of goodand evil. Therefore, as the Scripture says, "And
inasmuchas it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes
judgment," (Hebrews 9:27). The judgmentof Genesis 3 included the
loss of the perfect Edenic conditions and in its place, the curseof the
earthwith its often extremeweather conditions, disease, thorns, and the
warfare withSatan andhishosts (cf. Rom. 8:18-22; Eph. 6:10-12;
1 Pet. 5:8).

C. The Judicial Judgment-All Are Under Sin
Galatians 3:22 But the Scripture has shut upall men under sin, that the
promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those whobelieve.
Romans 3:19 Nowweknow thatwhatever theLawsays, it speaks to those

who are under the Law, that every mouth maybe ciosed, and all the world may
become accountable to God;

Romans 5:12-15 Therefore, just as through oneman sinentered into the
world, anddeath through sin,and so death spread to all men, because all

sinned- for until the Law sin was inthe world; but sin isnot imputed when

there is no law.14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even

over those who had notsinned inthelikeness oftheoffense ofAdam, who is a

type ofHim who was to come.,5 But the free gift is not like the transgression.

For if bythe transgression of the one the many died, much more did the grace
of God and the gift bythe grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abound tothe
many.

All of mankind without distinction are underthe curse of sin andjudged

as sinful and separated from God apart from the saving grace ofGod in
Christ. All fall shortof the glory of God—the immoral, moral, and

religious (Rom. 1:18-3:9-15,23). The only exception isthe person of
Jesus Christ who, through the virgin birth, escaped the sinproblem that
is normally passed down from generation to generation.

D. The Judgment to Moral Degeneration

According toRomans 1:18-32, when men turn away from the
knowledge ofGod revealed sovividly increation, God, asanexpression
of His holy wrath, turns men over to their own devices and foolish
imaginations. This always results inmoral devolution and degeneration.
Paul teaches us that the varied forms of the awful sinfulness ofman

have their beginnings inthe rejection oftherevelation ofGod in
creation. Ungodliness is always thesource of unrighteousness;
ungodliness (turning away from God) leads to idolatry (man
worshipping the products ofhis own mind and hands), and idolatry leads
to unchained sensuality.

As they refused to follow the light, they were brought to folly intheir
thoughts-"became vain intheir [corrupt] reasonings, and their foolish
[senseless] heart was darkened." The intellectual revolt against what they
knew toberight was attended by adarkening of the whole understanding. The
refusal toaccept the truth destroys the power todiscriminate between truth and
error (James M. Stifler, The Epistle To The Romans, Moody Press, p. 31).

Butthis happens as ajudgment from God against man's arrogant

independence. This condition is the expression ofGod's wrath (vs. 18)
and twice we have the statement that this moral breakdown occurs

because God "gave them over" (vss 24 and 25). Compare also
Ephesians 4:17-19.
This I say therefore, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk nolonger

just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility oftheir mind, "being darkened in
their understanding, excluded from thelife of God, because of theignorance

that is in them, because ofthe hardness oftheir heart;19 and they, having
become callous, have given themselves over to sensuality, for thepractice of
everykind of impurity with greediness.

E. The Judgment of Christ For the Sin of the World
This takeson two aspects:

(1) Christ's judgment for sin, dying in the place ofthe sinner, bearing his
sin andjudgment on the cross as the sinner's substitute.

Isaiah 53:4-6 Surely our griefs He Himselfbore, And our sorrows He carried;

Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten ofGod, and afflicted. But '
He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our

iniquities; The chastening for our well-being,/*// upon Him, And by His
scourging we are healed. All ofus like sheep have gone astray, Each ofus has
turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity ofus all To fall
on Him.

2Corinthians 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that
we mightbecome the righteousness of God in Him.

1Peter 2:24 and He Himselfbore our sins inHis body on the cross, that we
might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.
Romans 3:24-26 beingjustified as agift by His grace through the redemption
which is in Christ Jesus; whom God displayed publicly as apropitiation in His
blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the
forbearance ofGod He passed over the sins previously committed; for the

demonstration, Isay, ofHis righteousness at the present time, that He might be
just andthejustifier of theonewhohasfaith in Jesus.

Sin requires apenalty, the penalty ofdeath as God's holy judgment on
sin. Jesus Christ, the sinless and perfect Son ofGod, the only one who
could qualify as our substitute, died to satisfy the demands ofGod's
absolute holiness. Sin calls for judgment and the cross ofJesus Christ

became that place ofjudgment. It was there Christ paid the penalty for

the sin ofthe world (1 John 2:2).

(2) Christ's Judgment Unto Sin's Reign; the Judgment ofthe Believer's
Sin Nature

Not only did Christ die for our sin as the Lamb ofGod (John 1:29), but
He died to break the reign ofsin in the lives ofthose who put their trust
in Him as their Savior. This means that, through ^identification with
Christ in His death on the cross, the believer's sin nature was also

judged, crucified, with Christ in His death so that its power has been
broken or neutralized. Though the death ofChrist does not obliterate

the presence ofthe sin nature and though it is still apowerful enemy
(Rom. 7:15-24), the believer's union with Christ in His death provides
for divine forgiveness for the fact ofthe sin nature and for victory over

its reigningpower.

Romans 6:4-11 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into
death, inorder that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory ofthe
Father, so we too mightwalk in newness of life. For if we have becomeunited

with Him in thelikeness of Hisdeath, certainly weshallbe alsointhe likeness

ofHis resurrection, knowing this, that our old selfwas crucified with Him, that
our body ofsin might bedone away with, that we should no longer beslaves
tosin; for hewho has died isfreed from sin. Now ifwe have died with Christ,
we believe that we shall also live with Him, knowing that Christ, having been
raised from thedead, is never todieagain; death no longer is master over Him.
For the death that He died, He died to sin, once for all; but the life that He

lives, He lives toGod. Even soconsider yourselves to bedead tosin, but alive
to God in Christ Jesus.

See also Col. 2:10-13; Gal. 2:20; Rom. 8:1-2

II. The Present Judgments
A. The Self-Judgment of the Believer

An interesting and important passage to this studyis Acts 24:15-16

because inthis passage Paul implicitly made reference totwo judgments
which are closely related. The text reads:
Acts 24:15-16 having a hope inGod, which these men cherish themselves, that
there shall certainly be a resurrection ofboth therighteous and thewicked. "In
view of this, I alsodo mybestto maintain always a blameless conscience both
before God and before men.

The resurrection ofthe just mentioned inverse 15 will be followed by
the Judgment Seatof Christ or the Bema, theplace and time when
believers will be examined for rewards or their loss (see The Future
Judgments below for details). Knowing and having the hope ofthe
resurrection and all that this means tothe Christian, the Apostle spoke of

his commitment to maintain a clear conscience, one cleared by
confession and the forsaking ofall known sin (1 John 1:9; Prov. 28:13).
He wanted towalk blamelessly, tokeep short accounts with God, and to
stay in close communion with the Lord lest he should become

disqualified for rewards atthe Bema (cf. 1Cor. 3:10-15 with 9:24-27).
Though believers aresaved andjustified by faith in Christ as thecrucified
Saviour, the Scriptures assume thatChristians will battlewithsin andwillnot

always bevictorious. So it isnecessary for believers tojudge their own sins in
the light ofScripture (Chafer, Systematic Theology, Volume Two, Abridged
Edition, Walvoord, Editor, Consulting Editors, Campbell, Zuck, p.501).

This is a serious matter with consequences both for time and eternity •* since the failure to do so leads not only to the loss ofrewards, but the
judgment ofGod's discipline ofHis believing children as a loving Father
and as the Vine Dresser who must prune the vine for production
(Heb. 12:4-11; John 15:1-7). Avery interesting, enlightening, and
important passage to this subject is 1 Corinthians 11:27-32 for in this
passage we have a reference to both the self-judgment ofthe believer
and the discipline judgment of God on believers.
1 Corinthians 11:27-32Therefore whoever eats the breador drinks the cup of
the Lord in an unworthy manner, shall be guilty of the body and the blood of
the Lord. But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat ofthe bread and
drink of the cup. For he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to
himself, if he does not judge the body rightly. Forthis reason many among you
areweak and sick, and a number sleep. But ifwe judged ourselves rightly, we
shouldnot be judged. But when we arejudged, we aredisciplined by the Lord
in orderthat we may not be condemned along with the world.
Some of the Christians at Corinth were being externally religious. They were

assembling themselves with otherbelievers and partaking of the Lord'ssupper,
but they were out of fellowshipwith the Lord andwere controlled by the sinful
nature, the flesh, rather thanby the Holy Spirit. This is why earlier die Apostle
called them "fleshly"(the Greeksarkikos, "adapted to, controlled by die
flesh") (33). Unfortunately,this condition had continued becausesome of
thesebelievers had failed to examinetheirheartsandjudge theirsin by honest
confession followed by a commitmentto deal with it in the powerofthe Spirit
(11:28,31). As a result, a numberofthings occurred: (1) they were making a
mockeryofthe significance and meaning of the Lord's supper (11:27); (2) they
were experiencing personal discipline by the Lord which existed in three
conditions, evidently progressively so (11:30,32); and though not mentioned

here, (3)theywere producing wood, hay,and stubble-theywere losing
rewards(1 Cor. 3:14-15).

As tothe immediate consequences, some were weak (feeble, a loss of

energy), some were sick (probably chronic disease), and some were
asleep (physical death, sin unto death) (11:30). But these were not the
only consequences offailing to judge sin in their lives. There were also
divisions and factions and the focus onpersonalities rather than the

Savior. They were showing favoritism and hurting other believers
rather than showing love and concern as it should beamong believers in
Christ. Inother words, when we fail to honestly judge sin inour lives it

spills over in one area after another. As the loving Father that He is,
God must break out the board ofdiscipline inHis loving commitment to
bringus back to Himself.

So Christians need toexamine their hearts and actions for sin according

to the Scripture and then judge the sin they find as sin and confess itto
the Lord. Our tendency istorationalize and excuse our sins, but God

says we are judge them as sin to God. Confession ofsin restores us to
fellowship and to the Spirit's control. With the Spirit back in control
and the believer infellowship (in the state ofabiding inthe Vine) he or

she can then produce fruit for which they will receive rewards atthe
Bema. (For more information on the issues offellowship with the Lord
and sin in the life, see Lesson 14in this series onthebasics.)

B. The Discipline Judgments of God
As seen in theabove section dealing withself-judgment, theNew

Testament clearly teaches us that one ofthe ministries ofour heavenly
Father isthe ministry ofloving discipline. God's discipline ispatterned
after the principles ofProverbs 13:24 which read: "He who spares his
rod hates his son, But he who loves him disciplines him diligently."
Discipline isan evidence oflove. So we read inHebrews.
Hebrews 12:4-11 Youhave not yetresisted tothe point of shedding blood in

your striving against sin; and you have forgotten the exhortation which is
addressed to you as sons, "My son, do not regard lightly the discipline ofthe
Lord, Nor feint when you are reproved byHim; For those whom the Lord
loves He disciplines, And He scourges every son whom He receives." Itis for
discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is
there whom his father does not discipline? But if you are without discipline, of
which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not
sons. Furthermore, we had earthly fathers todiscipline us, and werespected
them; shall we not much rather be subject to the Father.of spirits, and live? For

they disciplined us for ashort time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines

us for our good, that we may share His holiness. All discipline for the moment

seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained byit,
afterwards ityields the peaceful fruit ofrighteousness.

From this passage in Hebrews and others like 1Corinthians 11:27-32,
God disciplines His children for the following reasons:
1. To bring a wayward child who refuses to judge himselfback into
fellowship (1 Cor,11:31-32; Ps. 32:3-5.

2. It is part ofthe training process by which God's children are brought
into the experience ofGod's holiness (Heb. 12:10).

3. It is an expression and aproofofGod's love (Heb. 12:6,8).
4. Itis designed to produce obedience and to protect them against
untimely physical death (Heb. 12:9; Rom. 8:13; 1Cor. 11:30).
5. Ityields the peaceful fruit ofrighteousness (12:11).
5. C. Human Judgment of Others

Generally speaking, the principle is stated inMatthew 7:1-5.

Matthew 7:1-5 "Do notjudge lest you be judged. "For in the way you judge,
you will be judged; and byyour standard ofmeasure, itwill be measured to

you. "And why do you look at the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do
not notice the log that is in your own eye? "Or how can you say to your

brother, 'Let me take the speck out ofyour eye,' and behold, the log is in your

own eye? "You hypocrite, first take the log out ofyour own eye, and then you
will see clearly to take the speck out ofyour brother's eye.

We are not to judge others in the sense ofcondernning them or passing

judgment on the opinions ofothers on doubtful matters as discussed in
Romans 14.

Romans 14:1-5 Now accept the one who is weak in faith, but not for the

purpose ofpassing judgment on his opinions. One man has faith that he may

eat all things, but he who is weak eats vegetables only. Let not him who eats
regard with contempt him who does not eat, and let not him who does not eat

judge him who eats, for God has accepted him. Who are you to judge the

servant ofanother? To his own master he stands or falls; and stand he will for

the Lord is able to make him stand. One man regards one day above another
another regards every day alike. Let each man be fully convinced in his own
mind.

However, Scripture does call us to show what we might call critical
discernment on certain matters. For instance, Matthew 7which tells u<
not to judge, is immediately followed with the command, "Do not give
what is holy to dogs, and do not throw your pearls before swine, lest

us

they trample them under their feet, and turn and tear y°uio
you to nieces"
pieces

(Matt. 7:6).

How do we know who falls into the category ofswine, those incapable

ofappreciating the truth, ifwe do not make certain judgments'?
Furthermore, we are called upon to make judgments in the sense of

evaluations when it comes to selecting elders and deacons, or in dealing

with those who have fallen into sin (1 Tim. 3:1-13- Tit 19 16Gal. 6:1-5; 2Thess. 3:6-15).
'
HI. The Future Judgments

A. The Judgment ofthe Bema (The Judgment Seat ofChrist)
The next prophetic event in God's time table will be the rapture or the

catchmg up ofthe body ofChrist, the church, as described in

IThess. 4:13-18. Anumber ofthings occur at this time. There is the
glonfication ofliving believers in glorified bodies, the resurrection of
those believers who have died in the Lord also in glorified bodies and

the translation ofboth to meet the Lord in the air. This will followed by

their examination before the Judgment Seat ofChrist. This is not the
final judgment mentioned in Revelation 20:11-15 which is limited to
only the unbelieving world. Rather, the Judgment Seat ofChrist is for
the body ofChrist, the church. Asimilarjudgment will occur for
resurrected Old Testament and Tribulation saints, but probably not until
after the Tribulation (cf. Dan. 12:1-3 with Rev. 20:4).

The Judgment Seat ofChrist is not aplace and time when the Lord will

mete out punishment for sins committed by the child ofGod Rather it
is aplace where rewards will be given or lost depending on how one has
used his or her life for the Lord. Both Romans 14:10 and 2Cor 5-9
speak ofthe "judgment seat." This is atranslation ofone Greek word

the word bema. While bema is used in the Gospels and in Acts ofthe'
raised platform where aRoman magistrate or ruler sat to make decisions

and pass sentence (Matt. 27:19; John 19:13), its use in the epistles by

Paul, because ofhis many allusions to the Greek athletic contests is
more mkeepmg with its original use among the Greeks.

This word was taken from Isthmian games where the contestants would
compete for the prize under ihQ careful scrutiny ofjudges who would

make sure that every rule ofthe contest was obeyed (cf. 2Tim 2-5)

