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PREFACE

As I think of the love of God manifested to mankind, I marvel as to the
great love that God has provided at such great cost. I can only cry out, "Oh, the
love that drew salvation’s plan, Oh, the grace that brought it down to man, Oh,
the mighty gulf that God did span at Calvary"! The Triune God had a supreme
purpose in this sacrificial plan, and that was to deal with sin, once and forever
at Calvary. Salvation was one phase of this great sacrifice, but the over-all plan
of God was for the eradication of evil from God’s great domain was being dealt
as well at the cross. God’s new heavens and new earth will be absolutely free
from evil forces forever (Dan. 9:24). One of the outstanding hymns that is
constantly sung and quoted is the following:

AMAZING GRACE

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound; that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found, was blind but now I see.

T’was grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear, the hour I first believed!

Through many dangers, toils and snares, I have already come;
*Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise, than when we’d first begun.

It is much easier to sing such sound doctrine than to practice it in our
daily Christian walk. With our human view point and natural daily affairs, grace
is not a familiar terminology. The way of the world is to earn what you get,
rather than receive without a debt. In this Biblical study of "Grace", we are
taking into consideration the contrast between works and grace from the Divine
viewpoint. In order to understand the Divine viewpoint we must turn to the
Divine source, which is the Bible. To thoroughly understand "Grace Principles”,
we must understand "God’s Principles”. This requires a thorough knowledge of
the character of the Godhead. I had gone into the character of God quite clearly
in the Biblical Textbook, "Know Your Bible, Rightly Divided". It will greatly
help you in the study of "Grace" to review the characteristics of God the Father,
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.

Unless you thoroughly understand "God’s Grace", you will misunderstand
"God’s Salvation". That is why it is so important to know how and why God is
able to provide "So Great Salvation”, at no cost to the recipients. We have dealt
with this important doctrinal truth from various aspects under a variety of



conditions and our conclusions are always based upon the Word of God. God’s
perfect holiness and His perfect righteousness are completely satisfied with the
manner in which God has poured out His grace upon mankind. God’s grace is
without human merit whatsoever! In order for that amazing grace of God to be
utilized, one must accept God’s provision. Even the faith whereby we accept this
grace, is a gift from God. "Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our
faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the
shame, and is set down at the right hand of the. throne of God." Heb. 12:2.

The study of this "Amazing Grace" is of great importance to every saint
of God. Without an understanding of God’s marvelous grace, one cannot get
established in the Divine Christian walk through this life. The mighty work of
God is manifested through grace. All that is involved in "So Great Salvation” is
dependent upon God’s grace. Salvation is entirely by grace, through faith which
also is a gift from God. The new birth through the Holy Spirit is given by grace
and without any merit of those who believe. The Holy Spirit removes the spiritual
blindness by a mighty transforming power through the grace of God. Thls same
grace will carry us through eternity.

May I remind you that just because God’s grace is not of works, it does
not give us a license to sin. God’s grace should establish stability in our Christian
life. The grace of God also should create within us a desire to be well pleasing
in God’s sight, by showing our individual appreciation for what God has
prov1ded May the study of these grace prmc1ples help you in the study of the
Bible.

Andrew J. Losier |
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DEDICATION

"The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the Name of
“the Lord."” Job. 1:21b. As we put our trust in the Lord for providing our every
need, we car rest assured that He will do exceeding abundantly above all that we
could ask or think. It was not just a coincident that my late wife Dorothy and. I
- settled in Toccoa, Georgia. God in His omniscience knew that when He called my
Beloved Dorothy home to Paradise, that I needed a partner for the continuation
of sending forth the Biblical textbooks to many places around the world. I was
never more certain in my life than when I was led by the Holy Spirit to ask the
hand in marriage of Imogene Davidson. My coming to Toccoa was part of God’s
plan for my latter years. Imogene and I were joined together in holy matrimony
November the twenty eighth, 1992. I am convinced more now than ever befote
that she has been God’s choice, not only as a partner in marriage, but also a
-partner in this tremendous work of sendmg forth ‘these Blble studles “"To the
Regions Beyond"!
I hereby wish to dedicate this Biblical textbook to my precious wxfe,
-Imogene Harper Losier. God has used her for over 40 years in teaching the Bible
to various age groups. Her life has been filled with'many activities, pleasing unto
the Lord. She is a charter member of the Calvary Baptist Church, and is very
active in the Lord’s work. Our two lives have been brought together, not in
retirement, but rather in a continuation of the wotk which the Lord has entrusted
to both of us. Already, Imogene is a great encouragement to me, as we send forth
the printed page to many places around the world. The subject of this textbook,
"THE AMAZING GRACE" typifies the grace that God has poured out upon our
two lives. Our lives are completely dedicated to the Lord and His work, and
eternity will reveal the fruit of our labor in this sacred married life. Remember
us in prayer as we finish our high calling in this life. Our life verse is- "Call unto
me, and I will answer thee, and show thee great and mighty things, which thou
knowest not." Jeremiah 33:3.
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FORWARD

I count it a real privilege to have Dr. Ted Ayre as a Director in our
Christian Literature & Bible Center Inc. Though he has been in the business
world for many years, his knowledge of the Word of God has been outstanding.
I could think of no one more fitting to provide the Forward of this textbook than
my brother in the Lord, Dr. Theodore P. Ayre. It is with great honor that I
present to you Dr. Theodore P. Ayre.

Grace is a marvelous rwhty anda Dwme concept. It is part of God’s plan

for all humanity and His expression of it has changed the lives and destiny of
Inultitudes of Christians over the centuries since the first advent of Christ.
' Grace, or unmerited favor, reflects the character of God in that He is
loving, . good, kind, merciful and longsuffering. His gracious dealing with
mankind is without parallel in history and contrasts sharply with the way tlie
world operates.

While God has always been gracious, the highest expression of His favor
is through His Son. God’s written word came to Moses as the law under the old
covenant. But God’s grace came through Jesus Christ, the Living Word, under
the new covenant (John 1:17; 2 Corinthians 8:9).

Grace is also God’s way of salvation, -thus eliminating any human merit,
wisdom or effort in a person’s redemption (Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 2:11).
Salvation is all of grace, all of God and all for His glory.

After God makes all of those who believe in Christ His children, He treats
them with more grace, providing for their needs in time and a home with Him for
eternity (2 Corinthians 9:8; Philippians 4:19; John 14:2-3). Grace is more than
a customary form of opening salutation in seventeen epistles where the authors
write “grace to you." These greetings express accomplished facts as well as future
promises.

Since God deals with us in grace, we are obligated to treat others in the
same way. Grace is the rule of life for Christians and it should be evident in their
lives (Romans 6:14-15; Colossians 4:6; 2 Timothy 2:1). The Apostle Peter
emphasized this principle when he exhorted his readers to "grow in grace and in
the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ" (2 Peter 3:18).

It is most appropriate that Dr. Andrew J. Losier, who has demonstrated
grace through four decades of ministering the Word of God in Africa, should
expand on the subject in the following pages. May the Lord continue to multiply
this harvest through the writing and literature distribution from this country as
Dr. Losier carries on in "retirement."

Theodore P. Ayre, ThD.
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CHAPTER ONE
MARVELOUS GRACE THAT BRINGS SALVATION.
INTRODUCTION

The natural man has a built in capacity for striving to worship someone or
something. All sorts of attempts are made to satisfy that inward longing to reach
out into the unknown, Paul, when in Athens waiting for Silas and Timothy to
come, visited the places of worship among these learned Athenians. He
discovered their all inclusive desire to worship by naming one altar, "TO THE
UNKNOWN GOD". It has always been the desire of mankind to worship
someone or something greater than himself. In order for the worshipper to attain
the benefits from such, they feel obligated to sacrifice or deprive oneself one way
or another. The natural man is on a "Survival of the Fittest" basis, rather than
depending upon "Grace". They lack confidence and justly so, for we cannot attain
to the requirements of the True God. "Grace Principles" are necessary and
essential in procuring salvation, and this can only be provided by the Holy God
who is able to remove the barrier of sin.

As Paul the Apostle challenged those of Athens, introducing them to"THE
UNKNOWN GOD", by the grace of God many believed. Acts 17:16-34. Paul
was chosen by God "To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light,
and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins,
and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me." Acts
26:18. It was my privilege to visit Athens and to stand on Mars Hill where Paul
preached the Gospel. I also saw some of the remaining results of his preaching.
I saw the temple of the gods with all of the heads broken off these false gods as
a result of some taking heed to the Gospel. May we as we study this "Amazing
Grace" reminds us that nothing short of God’s perfect righteousness is required
in satisfying Almighty God. "But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our
righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities,
like the wind, have taken us away." Isa. 64:6. If the best that we could do is not
sufficient for us to have access into the presence of God, what hope is their apart
from the marvelous grace of our loving Lord? )

If we are to have any communication with Almighty God, it can only be by
God’s provision and decision by grace alone. As we review this provision of
salvation by grace, may we consider the following three aspects of Divine grace.

A. DIVINE GRACE WITH ESTABLISHED CONFIDENCE.
B. DIVINE GRACE IS GOD’S PROVISION.

C. DIVINE GRACE IS ESSENTIAL.
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A. DIVINE GRACE ESTABLISHES CONFIDENCE.

To have confidence in one’s life affairs, is one of the most necessary
attitudes for anyone to have. Without confidence, one’s life is befuddled and
confused and insecure. When one has sufficient funds in the bank, it is no task
to sit down and write the necessary checks for one’s livelihood. So it is with the
spiritual realm. When we are established in the Word of God and understand our
limitless resources in Christ, we have confidence as we approach our Heavenly
Father. We ask what we will, as we abide in Christ, and we are confident that
we are heard and that Christ has countersigned our requests, based upon His
marvelous grace. "Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence
toward God. And whatsoever we ask, we receive of Him, because we keep His
commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in His sight. And this is his
commandment, that we should believe on the name of His Son, Jesus Christ, and
love one another, as He gave us commandment. And He that keepeth His
commandments dwelleth in Him, and He in him. And by this we know that He
abideth in us, by the Spirit whom He hath given us." 1 John 3:21-24.

Knowing our Heavenly Father, through the Lord Jesus Christ gives us
liberty, to ask our petitions, understanding that all merit and acceptability is in
the Lord, who saved us by grace alone. What we ask of our Heavenly Father is
based upon God the Holy Spirit filling our lives and preventing us from asking
for the wrong things. Our children may desire to play with fire, but we as parents
prevent them from doing so, until they learn a little about the dangers as well as
how to handle fire. So with many of our foolish requests which we ask of God,
they must be refused, until we are maturely established in the Word of God. Yes,
it is true that whatever God does for us is based upon the grace of God through
our loving Lord. "But the anointing which ye have received of Him abideth in
you, and ye need not that any man teach you; but as the same anointing teacheth
you of all things, that is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye
shall abide in Him." 1 John 2:27. "If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you,
ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you." John 15:7. God the
Holy Spirit has been given to us, not only to provide us with Divine life, and
protect us from the onslaught of the evil forces, but to establish us in the Word
of God, providing us with the necessary confidence in the Almighty God, and not
to lean upon the arms of flesh. "Oh the love that drew salvation’s plan, Oh the
grace that brought it down to man, Oh the mighty gulf that God did span at
Calvary". "Nevertheless, when He, the Holy Spirit of truth, is come, He will
guide you into all truth; for He shall not speak of himself, but whatever He shall
hear, that shall He speak; and He will show you things to come. He shall glorify
me; for He shall receive of mine, and shall show it unto you. All things that the
Father hath are mine; therefore said I, that He shall take of mine, and shall show
it unto you." John 16:13-15. This is but another indication of the perfect unity in
the Godhead. This also helps establish our confidence in, "Thus Saith The Lord."
The Godhead is in perfect unity and desires that eventually sin will be removed
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forever. We as believers have a marvelous future ahead of us, and may we allow
God’s Word to have full sway in our lives. Allow God’s marvelous grace to be
manifested in our lives.

With our present weakness in the flesh we constantly need to depend upon
Divine help to overcome the fleshly desires. Paul dealt with that problem with the
Corinthian church. "And I brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual,
but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. I have fed you with milk, and
not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye
able. For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife,
and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?" 1 Cor. 3:1-3. This should
show each of us that we must use the Divine Grace toward each other and
establish confidence in the provisions that God has made. However, it is essential
that we study God’s word and allow God’s truth to become our very life. "By this
we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep His
commandments.” 1 Jn. 5:2. "And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and
shall assure our hearts before him. For if our heart condemn us, God is greater
than our heart, and knoweth all things. Beloved, if our heart condemn us not,
then have we confidence toward God. And whatsoever we ask, we receive of
Him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing
in his sight." 1 Jn. 3:19-22. God can assure us and give us confidence in our
Christian walk, if we feast upon the Word of God. We must constantly realize
that there is nothing that we deserve before God through human merit, but rather
we establish confidence by the Divine provision of God’s grace. We should allow
Almighty God to mould our lives according to His will. "And this is the
confidence that we have in Him, that, if we ask any thing according to His will,
He heareth us; And if we know that He hears us, whatsoever we ask, we know
that we have the petitions that we desired of Him." 1 Jn. 5:14-15. God’s Word
gives us understanding and the Holy Spirit will use the Word of God in our lives,
guiding and directing us. Confidence by the grace of God is essential in our lives
as believers.

Grace is thoroughly established in the Godhead and is not dependent upon a
debt that could be owed by the one receiving it. The merit is completely based
upon God’s credibility and not upon man’s attainment or lack of attainment. It is
not based upon accomplishments or lack of accomplishments of the saved or
unsaved, but entirely upon the provision of the Godhead. That is why we can
have absolute confidence in the Amazing Grace of our loving Lord. This brings
us to the complete provision that God has arranged and manifested apart from
mankind. . _

In order to enjoy one’s circumstance, and environment, it is necessary to -
have an understanding of what made this enjoyment and confidence possible, thus
establishing assurance in what lies ahead. In order for God to-bestow upon you
Divine benefits, there must also be Divine grace. "But by the grace of God I am
what I am; and His grace, which was bestowed upon me, was not in vain, but I
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labored more abundantly than they all; yet not I, but the grace of God which was
with me.” 1 Cor. 15:10. The flesh is weak and we dare not depend upon our
human efforts to gain stability, but rather in our "Impeccable God". In order to
enjoy peace and confidence, we must accept God’s grace through the Lord Jesus
Christ. It is God alone who can give you comfort and confidence. "Grace be to
you, and peace, from God, our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. Blessed
be God, even the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the
God of all comfort," 2 Cor. 1:2-3. Paul desired the "Thorn in the Flesh” to be
removed, but God’s grace became His sufficiency. "And He said unto me, My
grace is sufficient for thee, for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most
gladly, therefore, will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ
may rest upon me." 2 Cor. 12:9. It is not that we enjoy pain, but rather we glory
in the Divine strength which is granted to us.

There is also another aspect in enjoying "Faith Rest", through God’s grace
and that is maintaining the right relationship with God. Grace is manifested in our
lives through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, but the right relationship in the Royal
family of God depends upon, whether we are walking in the Holy Spirit.. "This
I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.”
Gal.5:16. This is important, if we are to be established in Christ for full
confidence. God has provided us with eternal life, through Christ, and desires
that, as new born creatures, "If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the
Spirit." Gal. 5:25. The Lord Jesus Christ made this "Amazing Grace" possible,
bringing light to our souls. "I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you
that ye walk worthy of the vocation to which ye are called, with all lowliness-and

meekness, with long-suffering, forbearing one another in love, endeavoring to
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace." Eph. 4:1-3.

Since God the Holy Spirit provides the light to our souls, through the Blble,
we then will realize the richness of God’s grace in our lives. This brings us not
only a continual Divine fellowship, but also the right relationship with those of
like faith. "But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship
one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth us from all
sin.” 1 Jn.1:7. May we thoroughly understand that we cannot add to or take away
from our salvation, which is based upon the finished work of Christ on Calvary.
However, our pattern of behavior can effect our right relationship within the
family of God, if we act contrary to Christ and the Word of God. "He that saith
he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked." 1 Jn.2:6.
We must take heed as to our daily walk before the Lord and not misuse the grace
of God. "Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is- born of God;~and
everyone that loveth Him that begot loveth him also that is begotten of Him. By
this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep His
commandments.” 1-Jn. 5:1-2. As believers we do have a great responsibility in
serving the Lord with all phases of our life, using God’s.grace for His glory-and
honor. God has implanted within us as believers, a new life by the Holy Spirit,
which enables us to live a consistent Christian life, with confidence in the Word
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of God. "And by this we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our
hearts before him. For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart,
and knoweth all things. Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we
confidence toward God." 1 Jn. 3:19-21. Your confidence will only come, when
your knowledge of the Bible increases. No one has ever understood all that is in
the Bible, but that does not give you an excuse, to avoid the study of the Word
of God. The Bible is filled with the wisdom from God, and we need to constantly
study to show ourselves approved unto God.

B. DIVINE GRACE IS GOD’S PROVISION.

Our confidence is not what we think we can do, but rather in what God has
already done through the Lord Jesus Christ. Divine grace never depends upon
human works. We may feel that we have tremendous faith to remove mountains,
but even our faith is provided for us by our Heavenly Father. "Wherefore, seeing
we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside
every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with
patience the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus; the Author and finisher
of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising
the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God." Heb. 12:1-2.
The religions of the world are based upon human merit and sacrifice, but
Christianity is based upon the finished work of the Lord with countless Divine
provisions. "For we ourselves also were once foolish, disobedient, deceived,
serving various lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating
one another. But after the kindness and love of God, our Savior toward man
appeared, not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to
His mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy
Spirit, which He shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ, our Savior, that,
being justified by His grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of
eternal life." Titus 3:3-7. Our justification is entirely based upon the grace of
God and not upon human effort. That does not mean that we just do as we please,
since it is by grace and grace alone. We keep God’s precious Word, because we
have already been established "By Grace" but rather we should desire to live up
to the standards that God has set forth in the Bible. This is the way that we can
return thanks unto our all providing Father in heaven. Because of this grace we
are assured of every provision for life. Phil. 4:19.

When God made His covenant with faithful Abraham, He sealed it with a
vow based entirely upon His Divine character. Abram wanted a sign from God,
as to his inheritance and blessings. God proved this to Abram as He passed
through the divided sacrifices which God, by grace, commanded Abram to
prepare. "And He said unto him, Take me an heifer of three years old, and a she
goat of three years old, and a ram of three years old, and a turtledove, and a
young pigeon. And he took unto him all these, and divided them in the midst,
and laid each piece one against another: but the birds divided he not.” Gen.15:9-
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10. It was then that God put Abram into a deep sleep, and then God passed
between the carcasses by Himself, confirming the covenant with Abraham on an
unconditional basis. "And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon
Abram; and, lo, an horror of great darkness fell upon him........ And it came to
pass that, when the sun went down, and it was dark, behold a smoking furnace,
and a burning lamp that passed between those pieces. In the same day the Lord
made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from
the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates:" Gen.15:12-18. Here
we have an absolutely "Faith Rest" promise from God on an absolutely "Grace
Basis"!

This is God’s provision for human beings, because they are helpless and
unable to attain the position that God would like them to maintain. The laws of
God demand perfection, and that is why God Himself had to fulfill the law for
us on an entirely grace basis. Even our faith in God’s provision is from God.
Christ being the Author and Finisher of our faith. God’s grace is essential to us
apart from any merit or lack of merit that we might possess. Our salvation is
entirely in the hands of God and for the glory of God. God is the Deliverer from
the penalty of sin and the sustaining and keeping power within our lives, to bring
glory and honor to His Name. Anything short of God’s Divine grace is therefore
insufficient, and falls short of God’s requirements. Salvation is all of God, or not
of God. God fully provides the way of escape from the penalty of sin, by grace
through the death of the Eternal Son.of God on Calvary’s cross. Through Christ’s
death upon the cross we are partakers of God’s grace, through faith. :

In ourselves we fall short of the glory of God, but in the providence of God,
who knows the end from the beginning, we are declared blameless in Christ
Jesus. This in itself should establish confidence and assurance. "For God, who
commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shone in our hearts, to give
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ." 2
Cor.4:6. There is no way that we can boast of any accomplishment, as we serve
the Lord, for every effort that we use should be done for the glory and honor of
Almighty God. "But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency
of the power may be of God, and not of us." 2 Cor. 3:7. We gain our strength
from the Word of God, giving us God’s assurance, regardless of circumstances.
“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in
the Lord." 1 Cor. 15:58. "And let us not be weary in well doing; for in due
season we shall reap, if we faint not. As we have, therefore, opportunity; let us
do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith."
Gal. 6:9-10.



C. DIVINE GRACE IS ESSENTIAL.

There is no way possible for totally depraved man to merit anything before
God Almighty! It is either all of God or none of God! Natural man in himself
is a total failure and totally depraved. Human error and the depraved nature of
mankind, needs total dependance upon the Impeccable God. "So, then, they that
are in the flesh cannot please God". Rom.8:8. The process of the impartation of
eternal life must come entirely from the Eternal God. "But if the Spirit of Him
that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, He that raised up Christ from the
dead shall also give life to your mortal bodies by His Spirit that dwelleth in you.
Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh."
Rom. 8:11-12.

Since our salvation demands "Divine Grace" apart from human works, we
are utterly dependent upon the Triune God as essential for eternal life and to
make possible our redemption and salvation. Our redemption from sin cannot be
purchased by anything that we could offer to God. It takes the precious blood of
the Lord Jesus Christ to redeem our souls. "Forasmuch as ye know that ye were
not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver and gold, from your vain manner
of life received by tradition from your fathers, but with the precious blood of
Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot, who verily was
foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last
times for you, who by Him do believe in God, who raised Him up from the dead
and gave Him glory, that your faith and hope might be in God." 1 Pet. 1:18-21.

All man made religions of this world are useless in attempting to approach
the true and living God. We cannot earn our access into the presence of God.
May we also be reminded that we are totally depraved and that someone must
make possible a complete change in our life. That change came about by the
grace of God. We cannot gain God’s favor in whatever we do, therefore God’s
own righteousness must be our cloak. Our old self must be removed and by the
grace of God we become new creatures in Christ Jesus. God could not declare
His grace upon us, ignoring our depravity, but had to satisfy His Divine character
and provide His perfection to remove our imperfection. "Behold the Lamb of
God, which taketh away the sin of the world." Jn. 1:29b. The grace of God is
very essential and necessary to make possible our approach to God. This grace
cannot be earned, and all the wealth of this world could not buy it!

Divine grace is essential in providing Divine provision in making us new
creatures to be acceptable to God the Father. The Lord classifies us as His sheep.
"I am the good shepherd and know my sheep, and am known of mine. As the
Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the
sheep." Jn. 10:14-15. It is by God’s grace that we are able to hear the voice of
the good shepherd. "My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow
me: And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall
any man pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater
than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand. I and my
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Father are one.” Jn. 10:27-30. As we continue to study this marvelous grace of
our Loving Lord, may we be aware that a tremendous price was paid in order for
God to manifest His grace toward us. This should cause us to do something to
show our appreciation as to what God has done.

God’s grace is poured out upon those who believe in order that good works

- may follow under the complete control of God the Holy Spirit. The Divine grace

manifested through God the Holy Spirit produces good works, not to obtain
salvation but rather to show God our appreciation, being made new creatures in
Christ Jesus. "But be ye doers of the word and not hearers only, deceiving your
own selves. For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like a man
beholding his natural face in a mirror; For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his
way, and immediately forgetteth what manner of man he was. But whosoever
looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth in it, he being not a
forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.”
Jas. 1:22-25. This is not only a test of faith and obedience but also of
appreciation as to what has been accomplished for mankind, by grace and grace
alone. This will echo down through the corridors of eternity, to the praise and
glory of Almighty God.

The grace of God is absolutely necessary in our lives to maintain the right
relationship with God the Father. "This then is the message which we have heard
of Him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.

If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and
do not the truth. But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have
fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us
from all sin."” 1 Jn. 1:5-7. Our cleansing is not earned, or do we qualify for it in
any human effort, but is entirely by the finished work of Christ upon Calvary’s
cross. "Oh, the love that drew salvation’s plan, Oh, the grace that brought it
down to man, Oh, the mighty gulf that God did span at Calvary"! There is no
possible way for any human being to obtain access into the presence of God
except through His Eternal Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. The Lord removes the
‘barrier of sin by his atoning death, making possible access for us to come before
the throne of grace. It was the marvelous grace through the Lord Jesus Christ that
made possible so great salvation. We want to explore this marvelous provision
that has been so Divinely provided by the Triune God. One day the silver cords
will break and we will behold the glory of God. "O the depth of the riches both
of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgements, and
His ways past finding out! For who hath known the mind of the Lord? Or who
hath been His counsellor? Or who hath first given to Him, and it shall be
recompensed unto Him again? For of Him, and through Him, and to Him, are all
things to whom be glory for ever. Amen." Rom. 11:33-36.

- The only way that we can arrive in a heavenly home, passing through the
corridors of space, is by the grace of God. With all of mankind totally depraved,
. what merit could we obtain before God? There is no way that we could attain our
salvation by good works, "For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of
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God." Rom. 3:23. Therefore God’s 100% grace must be applied to our lives, for
otherwise our eternal judgement, according to our just punishment would be the
lake of fire. "For the wages of sin is death." Rom. 6:23a. Whether you have few
sins or many sins, without the application of God’s grace, your future would be
a living death in the lake of fire forever. But thanks be to God for His marvelous
and amazing grace through the loving Lord who paid the debt of sin. "But the gift
of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord." Rom. 6:23b. God’s grace
is essential for obtaining eternal life. However as the Holy Spirit directed Paul
to write, "What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may
abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer in it?
We have by believing in the Lord Jesus Christ as our personal Savior, been
identified in His death by burying our sins, and rose again victory over our sins,
giving us newness of life. "Know ye not that, as many of us as were baptized into
Jesus Christ were baptized into His death? Therefore, we are buried with Him by
baptism into death, that as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the
Fathef, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been
planted together in the likeness of His death, we shall be also in the likeness of
His resurrection; Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with Him, that the
body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin."
Rom.6:3-6. Since we are identified in Christ who is one, so we who make up the
various members of Christ’s body are one. "For as the body is one, and hath
many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one
body, so also is Christ. For by one Spirit were we all baptized into one body,
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all
made to drink into one Spirit." 1 Cor. 12:12-13. This newness of life is entirely
given to us by the grace of God, who alone, provided all. Only God could
remove the barrier of sin so that He could bestow His love upon us by grace and
grace alone!

God’s marvelous grace makes it possible for us to sustain good works apart
from the feeble efforts of the natural man. As we study the Bible we are made
aware of the all inclusive plan of Ged, to deal with sin and remove it completely
from His future creation. God in His eternal sovereignty has dealt with total sin
at the cross, for past, present and future. The sin question will never be an issue
in the new creation, for Christ paid in full for the sum total of all sin. This
provided salvation, making us new creatures with God providing the Holy Spirit,
to give us the new and eternal spiritual birth. We patiently await that glorious day
which will reveal the wonder working power of Almighty God. As so great
salvation was given to those who believe, security guaranteed by that eternal seal
of the Holy Spirit, we are made free from the penalty of sin forever and ever!.
Since we are also kept by that mlghty power of God, we will one day be
delivered from the very presence of sin. In the meantime, may we continue to
grow in grace, and the knowledge of the wonders of God! Get acquainted with
what the Bible says, and allow this eternal truth to be part of your daily life.
Don’t be satisfied with only the milk from God’s Word, but feast upon the meat
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of the Word of God. As believers we need to stand upon the promises of God,
to face the world, the flesh and the Devil. Use the whole armor of God to
withstand all opposition to the grace of God. "But God forbid that I should glory,
except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto
me, and I unto the world." Gal. 6:14.
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10.

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

18.

QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER ONE
Does the natural man have a tendency to worship something? Explain.
Write briefly on Acts 17:16-34.
What is our witness to consist of according to Acts 26:18?
How do we as believers obtain confidence toward God?
What is necessary as we bring our petitions before God? Give Scripture.
How do we overcome the weakn_eés of the flesh? Give Scripture.
Why is “Divine Grace" essenﬁal in our Christian walk? Quote Scripture.
Write briefly on Genesis 15:12-18.
Explain 1 Peter 1:18-21.

Why is "The Grace of God" necessary for us to maintain the right
relationship with God? Use Scripture to verify your answer.

Write briefly on 1 John 1:5-7.
Explain Romans 8:11-12.

Write briefly on, "Abraham Found Grace Before Almighty God."

Write briefly on, "By the Grace of God, We are what We are."

Why is the grace of God so important in the plan of salvation?
Can anything be added to the Grace of God?
Write briefly on Romans 6:23 and 1 Corinthians 12:12-13.

Write an essay on "The Grace of God, Provided for Man"
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CHAPTER TWO
DIVINE GRACE.
IS
GOD’S PROVISION FOR MANKIND.
INTRODUCTION

Since God is not a God of confusion we must approach Him in an orderly
fashion on His terms and through His provision. God has set down certain rules
and regulations in order for us to call upon Him for help. Since God is three
persons in one: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, we wish
to emphasize that all three persons have contributed to the manifestation of
"Grace". There was a perfect agreement within the Godhead as to how to provide
a way for man to escape eternal punishment for his sins. The Bible clearly
presents the total depravity of man and total provision by God. "Therefore we
ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at
any time we should let them slip. For if the word spoken by angels was steadfast,
and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompense of reward;
how shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to
be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard Him; God
also  bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with diverse
miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to his own will?" Heb. 2:1-4.
There are a few factors which we need to deal with concerning the Triune God.
God the Father must be satisfied, God the Son needs to be willing to become the
sacrifice to satisfy His Father. Then, God the Holy Spirit needs to be prepared
to provide the newness of life and humbly indwell the human recipients. Let us
examine what the Triune God has declared in our behalf before the foundations
of the world.

A. ABSOLUTE SATISFACTION BY GOD THE FATHER.
B. THE SUPREME SACRIFICE OF THE ETERNAL SON OF GOD.

C. THE DIVINE PROVISION BY GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT.

A. ABSOLUTEHSATI‘SFACTION BY GOD THE FATHER.

The Triune God had sometime in ages past, worked out a plan to deal with
the possibility of sin, since they decided to create angels and mankind, giving

-12 -



them a choice between good and evil. In God’s omniscience, God knew exactly
what the outcome would be. Under direct knowledge from the Triune God, the
angelic hosts were given their choice to serve God or themselves. A division
among the angels took place with the results that one third of them yielding to
temptation in the heavenlies. Man made his choice in the garden of Eden through
Adam and Eve. God the Father in His omniscience had to approve of a plan, God
the Eternal Son would remove the sin barrier, and God the Holy Spirit would be
willing to provide the Divine spark in preparations for the glorified body to be
given to those of the new birth. We can go to the Old Testament and learn that
Almighty God was going to pour out His Spirit upon all flesh. "And it shall come
to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and
your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young
men shall see visions; and, also, upon the servants and upon the handmaids in
those days I will pour out my Spirit." Joel 2:28. The begmmng of this prediction
began at Pentecost and is continuing down through this age of grace. Truly all
flesh is benefiting from this out pouring of God the Holy Spirit for almost two
thousand years, as the body of Christ is being gathered together. These New
" Testament saints make up the complete body of Christ. When the total body has
been formed, then that trumpet will sound and the Rapture will take place.
During this period of the formation of the body of Christ, there is nelther Jew
nor Gentile.

Israe] has rejected God the Father’s plan of redemptlon and has suffered
severely because of her choice, but her eyes will be opened in that day when God
the Father announces the count down for the Rapture to take place. God will have
those 144 thousand young Jewish believers ready to proclaim the Gospel of the
Kingdom. Ezekiel was given an insight into what God the Father was planning.
"Therefore say, Thus saith the Lord God; I will even gather you from the people,
- and assemble you out of the countries where ye have been scattered, and I will
give you the land of Israel. And they shall come there, and they shall take away
all detestable things and all its abominations from there. And I will give them one
heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the stony heart out
of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh, that they may walk in my
statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and do them: and they shall be my people,
and I will be their God". Ezekiel 11:17-20. This is all an "Amazing Grace" from
the Heavens above! Being based upon the great plan of God the Father and
agreed to by God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. Yes, there will be a
tremendous struggle during those tribulation years, but by the grace of God, there
will be countless souls saved during that period, who will be called the tribulation
saints.

. However, there will always be those who will reject the perfect righteousness

of God, being blinded by the satanic power, the world and the flesh. "But as for
them whose heart walketh after the heart of their detestable things and their
abominations, I will recompense their way upon their own heads, saith the Lord
God." Ezekiel 11:21. God the Father’s grace is established and the escape route
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provided for redemption, but the individual has to first of all acknowledge that,
"But God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love with which He loved us, even
when we were dead in sins, hath made us alive together with Christ (by grace ye
are saved), and hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly
places in Christ Jesus; That in the ages to come He might show the exceeding
riches of His grace in His kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. For by grace
are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.....Not
of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus unto. good works, which God hath before ordained that we should
walk in them.” Eph. 2:4-10. We need to constantly remind ourselves of the
holiness of our God. "But He who hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all
manner of life, because it is written, Be ye holy, for I am holy. And if ye call on
the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man’s
work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear, forasmuch as ye know that
ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver and gold, from your
vain manner.of life received by tradition from your fathers, but with the precious
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: who verily was
foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last
times for you, who by Him do believe in God, who raised Him up from the dead
and gave Him glory, that your faith and hope might be in God, Seeing that ye
have purified your souls in obeying the truth  through the Spirit -unto unfeigned
love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with ‘a pure heart fervently,
being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of
God, which liveth and abideth forever." 1 Peter 1:15-23..

Since we are aware of the true and living God, and understand His message
to all mankind, :we become entirely dependent upon "Divine Grace". Anything
short of God’s Divine Grace, would end in utter “"Disgrace”! We all as "Homo
Sapiens" fall short of the required glory of God, namely, all that Godis or ever
will be is absolutely Divine perfection. Anything other than ‘God’s ‘complete
provision falls short of God’s requirements. In Adam, we all died spiritually and
slowly die physically. In Christ, through God the Holy Spirit we are made alive
spiritually with the eternal Divine life, awaiting that glorified body. The question
arises, "How can this eternal status be attained”? The removal of the penalty of
sin had to be made, newness of life had to be provided, and God the Father had
to be satisfied that all requirements have. be met.

God the Father planned, "So Great Salvation”, which was evident from the
above Scriptures, as well as many other proofs. The Father had to forsake His
Eternal Son as He hung upon the cross, bearing the sins of the whole world and
making possible the exercise of His marvelous grace toward whosoever believeth.
As the Lord hung upon that cruel cross, He was constantly mindful of His Father.
"And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, la’ma
sabach’thani? that is to say, My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken me?"
Matthew 27:46. These very words were predicted in the Psalms. "My God, my
God, why hast thou forsaken me?" Ps. 22:1a. This was in keeping with the whole
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plan of the Triune God. Please note what Jesus said when they were about to
crucify Him. "As the Father knoweth me; even so know I the Father: and I lay
down my life for the sheep. And other sheep I have, that are not of this fold;
them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold,
and one shepherd. Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my
life, that I might take it again. No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of
myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This
commandment have I received of my Father.” John 10:15-18. Here is a clear
picture showing the unity with the Father and the Son in the plan and provision
of redemption. What can we possibly add to what the Word of God declares. If
God the Father and God the Son are satisfied with the method in bringing us into
the Royal family of God, why should we question the authenticity of redemption?
Let us study the supreme sacrifice of the Eternal Son of God, which has made all
of this possible. Anything shart of God’s Divine grace would bring judgement
and chaos, sending us into eternity without hope. The only possible escape route
for us is to accept the grace of God, made possible by the sacrifice of the Son of
God. "And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son
of man be lifted up, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
eternal life. For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For
God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world
through Him might be saved. He that believeth on Him is not condemned; but he
that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name
of the only begotten Son of God." Jn. 3:14-18. . !

B. THE SUPREME SACRIFICE OF THE ETERNAL SON OF GOD.

Someone had to be found who possessed all the characteristics of the Triune
God, but no one could be found in all creation to meet these requirements. This
meant that regardless of partial goodness found in. creation, nothing or no one
could satisfy the perfect requirements of God. The Triune God in their
omniscience came to this conclusion before the foundation of the world. Sin had
to be dealt with in it’s entirety and that required a perfect Divine sacrifice to meet
all requirements. A meeting of the Godhead was called and God the Father
planned "So Great Salvation". Someone in the Triune God had to be willing to
become a human being of Divine origin and incapable of sinning. Natural man
was totally depraved, so a special birth had to be supernatural; to avoid any taint
of sin or falling into sin on an eternal basis. The Eternal Son of God volunteered
to subject Himself to such a human life apart from sin. This required a virgin’s
body with the Holy Spirit’s conception. The seed of man was.the natural way of
bringing life into this world, but the natural body had already been depraved. The
first statement that we have as to the supernatural promise is Genesis chapter
three and verse fifteen. "And I will put enmity between thee (The Devil) and the
woman, and between thy seed (The satanic), and her seed (Divine seed), He shall
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bruise thy head (the sum total of sin) and thou shalt bruise His heel (the sum total
of God’s provision)." "The seed of the Woman" was then predicted to handle the
sin question for time and eternity. It required a "Virgin Birth" as God announced.
"Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, the virgin shall
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call His name Immanuel”. Isaiah 7:14. A
body was prepared for the Eternal Son of God before the foundation of the world.
(Rev. 13:8; 1 Pet. 1:20.) "Wherefore, when He cometh into the world, He saith,
Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me."
Heb. 10:5. It is true and according to the Bible that God required sacrifices for
the sins of His people, but those sacrifices did not take away sins, but rather
covered the sins until the perfect Lamb of God would be offered to wash away
the sins of the whole world. This happened on Calvary’s cross when God sent
forth His Eternal Son to become the sacrifice for our sins. "Forasmuch as ye
know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver and gold,
from your vain manner of life received by tradition from your fathers, but with
the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot, who
verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in
these last times for you, who by Him do believe in God, who raised Him up from
the dead and gave Him glory, that your faith and hope might be in God." 1 Peter
1:18-21. Any other faith or hope would be in vain.

The Eternal Son of God was willing to lay down His life as both the
sacrificer and sacrifice. "But this man, because He continueth ever, hath an
unchangeable priesthood. Wherefore, He is able also to save them to the
uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession
for them. For such an high priest was fitting for us, who is holy, harmless,
undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; Who needeth
not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins and
then for the people’s for this He did once, when He offered up Himself. For the
law maketh men high priests which have infirmity, but the word of oath, which
was since the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for evermore."” Hebrew
7:24-28. This Eternal Son of God entered into the Holy of Holies once and
forever on our behalf and never has to repeat this again. "For Christ is not
entered into the Holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true;
but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us....So Christ
was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for Him shall
He appear the second time without sin unto salvation." Hebrews 9:24-28. That
will be a glorious day when Christ, our High Priest, will appear in the clouds to
receive us unto Himself. That day may not be far off as the signs of the time;
point to the soon coming of the Lord to rapture us home. This is but another
manifestation of the Amazing Grace of our Almighty God. The Father, who
knows exactly when the complete body of Christ is formed, will have that
trumpet sound forth to the ends of the world. "For the Lord Himself shall
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the
trump of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first; then we who are alive and
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remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in
the air; and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore, comfort one another
with these words." 1 Thess. 4:16-18. This is but another indication of the
marvelous grace of our loving Lord! "Behold, I show you a mystery: We shall
not all sleep, but we shall be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye,
at the last trump; for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on
incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.” 1 Cor. 15:51-53. "O
death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death is
sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who giveth us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." 1 Cor. 15:55-57.

As we clearly see the great commission entrusted to the Eternal Son of God,
we also know that the purpose of Christ coming to this earth in the form of a
man, apart from sin, was to deal with sin; once and forever. It was sufficient
grace that removed the sin barrier from our lives through Christ’s death on the
cross, but God has declared to those who believe; that they will have a glorified
body like unto His Eternal Son. (1 John 3:1-3.) In all this that the Son of God did
to remove sin; it was used to bring glory and honor to the Heavenly Father, "But
I honor my Father, and ye do dishonor me. And I seek not mine own glory; there
is one that seeketh and judgeth." John 8:49b-50. The Lord came to establish the
glory of the Father; as he suffered, bled and died. Note what the Lord said as He
talked with the Father. "That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and
I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou
hast sent me. And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they
may be one, even as we are one:" John 17:21-22, Christ, who came to glorify the
Father, desires to share His eternal glory with those who believe. Let us list
some of the illustrations that "The Grace of God" has shed upon our lives.

1. - The grace of God has Given us the forgiveness of all of our sins. (Rom. 4.7,
Eph. 4:32; Col. 2:13; Eph. 1:7.) :

2. The grace of God makes possible the continual cleansing from all our sins,
as we walk in the light if His Word.
(1 John 1:7-9.)

3. The grace of God made new creatures in Christ Jesus. (2 Cor. 5:17.)

4. By God’s grace we were given the new birth through the Holy Spirit. (John
3:3.)

5. By grace we have the indwelling of God the Holy Spirit forever. (John
14:16-17; 1 Cor. 3:16.)

6. The grace of God has made possible our becoming a member of the body of
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10.

11.
12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Christ. (Rom. 12:5.)

Grace has reserved a glorified body for each saint, that will be given to us
when the rapture takes place. (1 John 3:1-3; 1 Thess. 4:13-18; 1 Cor.
15:52.)

The Lord himself is preparing a place for each saint in God, the Father’s
Mansions in heaven. (John 14:2.)

Because of grace, every believer who dies before the rapture takes place, is
taken to dwell in Paradise. (Luke 23:40-4; 2 Cor. 5:6-8; Phil. 1:21.)

When the members of the body of Christ receive their glorified bodies, they
will stand before the Judgement seat of Christ and receive rewards for
faithful service. (2 Cor. 5:10; 1 Cor. 3:12-14; 1 Cor. 12:12.) These rewards
are separate from the salvation of God by His matchless grace.

We shall be married to the Lord Jesus Christ in the heavenlies, after the
rapture takes place. (Rev. 19:7-9.)

Grace will bless us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ
Jesus. (Eph. 1:3.)

We were chosen in the Eternal Son of God before the foundations of the
world and to be presented to the Father without blame, as we are to be
clothed with the righteousness of Christ. (Eph. 1:4; Col. 3:3; 2 Cor. 5:2-4.)

We have been adopted as sons into the Royal Family of God. (Eph. 1:5; Gal.
4:5; Rom. 8:15-17.)

We have been accepted by God the Father in Christ Jesus. (Eph. 1:6.)

Through God the Holy Spirit, we have been given wisdom and prudence in
the use of the Word of God. (Eph. 1:8-9; 1 Cor. 12.)

Each believer; making up the body of Christ has been baptized by the Holy
Spirit. ( 1 Cor. 12:13.)

According to the will of the Holy Spirit, various believers receive special
gifts to be used in the work of the Lord. (1 Cor. 12:4-11.)

We have been made "Joint Heirs" with the Lord Jesus Christ.
( Eph. 1:11-12; Rom. 8:17.)
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20.
21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

217.

28.

29.

We have forever been sealed by the Holy Spirit. (Eph. 1:13.)

We have eternal life and security in the Lord Jesus Christ.
(John 10:27-30; John 3:16,18,36; Rom. 8:1.)

We shall spend seven years in Heaven, after being delivered from the wrath
of the Great Tribulation. (1 Thess. 1:10; Rev. 5:1-9.)

Our seven years in Heaven will be filled with learning and with preparation
that we might rule with Christ during the Thousand year reign of
righteousness upon the earth. (1 Cor. 13:12.)

We shall rule and reign with the Lord; when he sets up his kingdom of
righteousness upon this earth. (Rev. 5:10.)

We shall behold the great battle between Michael the archangel and Satan as
the two armies of angels make battle against each other, with the evil forces
thrown out of heaven forever. This will begin the "Abomination of
Desolation spoken of by Daniel and confirmed by Christ. (Dan. 9:27; Matt.
24:15.) (Rev. 12:7-12; Isa. 14:12-17.)

We shall be by the side of Christ, when he passes the final judgement upon
the unregenerate of all ages at "The Great White Throne". Rev. 20:11-15;
Heb. 13:5.)

We shall enter into the New Heavens and the New Earth and enjoy the
Eternal Paradise forever; with the Lord. (Rev. 21:1-22:5.)

God’s work of removing all sin forever and ever will have been

accomplished; when all things are made new; without the possibility of sin

showing its ugly head again. (Dan. 9:27.)

We will have all of eternity to fellowship with those of like faith. This will

include all of our relatives and friends who have put their trust in the Lord

Jesus Christ, who is the King of kings and Lord of lords. (1 Cor. 13:12.)
SUMMARY

As we close this discussion on the supreme sacrifice of the Eternal Son of

God, we cannot help but rejoice in the "Amazing and Marvelous Grace of Our
Loving Lord"! God, in His omniscience is looking down the corridor of time
seeing the abolition of sin forever from His great domain; and the crowning of
His Eternal Son as King of kings and Lord of lords. "Giving thanks unto the
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Father, who hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in
light: Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us
into the kingdom of His dear Son; In whom we have redemption through His
blood, even the forgiveness of sins: Who is the image of the invisible God, the
first- born of all creation; For by Him were all things created, that are in heaven,
and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or
dominions, or principalities, or powers - all things were created by Him, and for
Him; And He is before all things, and by Him all things consist. And He is the
head of the body, the church; who is the beginning, the first - born from the
dead, that in all things He might have the pre-eminence. For it pleased the Father
that in Him should all fullness dwell." Col. 1:12-19. God’s grace is manifested
through His Eternal Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, and no human achievement can
be compared with God’s tremendous out pouring of His love through the Lord
Jesus Christ.

C. THE DIVINE PROVISION BY GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT.
INTRODUCTION

Although we do not have various names given to us in the Bible; of God the
Holy Spirit, He is of equal importance to God the Father and God the Son. He
is the vital link in uniting us within the Divine life. His characteristics are the
same as those of God the Father and God the Son. Therefore, may we give very
special attention and study concerning the third person of the Trinity. We have
dealt completely with the Holy Spirit in a previous textbook that I have written.
Here we will relate to some important factors, concerning the Holy Spirit in this
study of God’s Amazing Grace. Each person of the Godhead has manifested the
unique and Divine out pouring of "The Grace of God." All of this was made
possible by the sacrificial death of the Lord Jesus Christ. God the Holy Spirit is
that special link between the Godhead and mankind. It is God’s "Amazing Grace"
shown to His created beings which were made in the likeness of God, to shine
forth, to the praise and glory of God. In your study of the Word of God; make
sure that you place sufficient emphasis upon the work of the Holy Spirit. One day
when we receive our glorified bodies we will be made aware of the great and
vital importance that God the Holy Spirit has been in bringing us into the Royal
family of God. I am looking forward to that glorious day when we see our Savior
face to face!
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THE WORK OF GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT

1. THE WHOLE BIBLE HAS BEEN BREATHED UPON FOR OUR
ADMONITION

This "Amazing Grace" that we find throughout the Bible is presented to all
of mankind, through God the Holy Spirit. Had it not been for the Triune God,
working in unison, there would not have been the Grace of God shed abroad in
our hearts. Therefore, we would not have had "So Great Salvation" offered to us
and recorded in the Printed Page. "The Word of God is alive and powerful, and
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul
and spirit, and the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart.” Heb. 4:12. In the Old Testament; the Holy Spirit would
come upon men of God, for particular revelations. Today; we benefit from these
communications, through the printed Word of God. To God’s praise, the Holy
Spirit guides us into these Divine truths. We have been made aware of the great
preparations through the Holy Spirit for the grace of God to be manifested. "All
Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works." 2 Tim. 3:16-17. God the
Holy Spirit is very essential in understanding the Bible. The Bible is the final
Words of God and we dare not add to or take away from this marvelous
revelation. Spend much time in the reading of this precious Book.

We do not get an additional revelation from God; for the Bible is the Word
of God, and is complete, as given to the men of God. "For I testify unto every
man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add
unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this
book; And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this
prophecy, God shall take away his part from the tree of life, and out of the holy
city, and from the things which are written in this book." Rev. 22:18-19. These
are strong statements made by God; with severe punishment to those who try to
add to or take away from this revelation made by God the Holy Spirit.

What the Holy Spirit has revealed in the Bible is of the greatest importance
to "Homo Sapien"”. God has given to us His word of promise; through the Printed
Page, and declared it to us by the Holy Spirit. It is entirely by grace that God
unfolds these marvelous things; of the past, present and future. "But it is written,
Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the
things which God hath prepared for them that love him." 1 Cor. 2:9. The
question that comes before us is, "Then how does God reveal these mysterious
things to us"? Read on in this same passage and you will find the answer. "But
God hath revealed them unto us by His Spirit:; for the Spirit searcheth all things,
yea, the deep things of God. For what man knoweth the things of a man, except
the spirit of man which is in him? Even so the things of God knoweth no man,
but the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the
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Spirit who is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us
of God." 1 Cor. 2:10-12. In this we see the "Amazing Grace", that is revealed
through the eternal love that God has for all who believe. We can thoroughly
depend upon, "Thus saith the Lord", which has been uttered throughout the Bible;
by God the Holy Spirit. From Genesis to Revelation we have the complete
coverage by the Holy Spirit of the things pertaining to the Godhead. That is why
it is very important that we listen to that still small voice, so that we can be
taught, led and guided into all truth. May I remind you of what the Lord had said
“to the woman at the well, "Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour
cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the
- Father. Ye worship ye know not what, We know what we worship; for salvation
is of the Jews. But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall
worship the Father in spirit and in truth; for the Father seeketh such to worship
Him. God is Spirit; and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and
- in truth.” Jn. 4:21-24.
- We need both the Word and the Holy Spirit as we study this living Book
- which we call the Bible. God used over 40 servants of His to be the "Pen Men"
- for the giving of His Word through the Holy Spirit. The history retained in the
- Bible is "His story". God assigned these servants of His to write over hundreds
of years, and because it was "God Breathed" there are no errors in the original
writings. With these "Pen Men" of God writing under the inspiration of the Holy
- Spirit, there is a continual plan of God portrayed with no discrepancies what so
- ever! This is but another indication of the "Amazing Grace" of our loving God.

."2. GRACE THROUGH THE CREATION AND ENERGIZING BY THE
HOLY SPIRIT.

"Christ being the Creator of all things according to the Word of God, "All
things ‘'were made by Him; and without Him was not anything made that was
- made." John 1:3. Yet, the expression and revelation concerning the Lord Jesus
Christ has been recorded through the breath of God the Holy Spirit. The third
"' person of the Trinity was given the oversight of the recorded communication of
the Godhead. The Holy Spirit moved upon the face of the waters; (Gen. 1:2.)
- "We have also a more sure word of prophecy, unto which ye do well that ye take
+ heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day
star arise in your hearts; Knowing this first, that-no prophecy of the scripture is
~.of any private interpretation. For the prophecy came not at any time by the will
- “of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit." 2
" Pet.'1:19-21. Therefore we must not overlook the workings of the Spirit in the
manifestation of life. Without Him, the virgin birth of that body of Christ would
© have been impossible. The Holy Spirit camhe upon Mary and she conceived. (LK.
1:30-35.) God’s grace was manifested down through the ages; through God the
Holy Spirit. "For the Lord God is a sun and shield; No good thing will he
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withhold from them that walk uprightly."” Ps. 84:11. As Noah found grace in the
eyes of the Lord; (Gen. 6:8.), so, this grace was offered to men of all times.
Israel especially was offered the grace of God because of faithful Abraham. "At
the same time, saith the Lord, will I be the God of all the families of Israel, and
they shall be my people. Thus saith the Lord, The people who were left of the
sword found grace in the wilderness. even Israel, when I went to cause him to
rest. The Lord hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with
an everlasting love; therefore, with loving-kindness have I drawn thee." Jer. 31:1-
3. As you study the word of God; that was Spirit breathed, you cannot but realize
the grace of God given to Israel. It was God the Father’s way of dealing with
Israel, keeping alive the promise made that the seed of the woman would bruise
the head of Satan. (Gen. 3:15.) As God attempted to show Israel; that they were
utterly dependant upon Him for their very life, so; through the Holy Spirit do we
learn that we are utterly dependant upon the Holy Spirit for our daily walk with
the Lord. "This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lust of
the flesh." Gal. 5:16. Our life has been made possible by the Holy Spirit,
~ therefore we ought to continue in the Spirit, so that we live a life well pleasing
unto God. "If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit." Gal. 5:25.
. Knowing that the Word of God says, "But the hour cometh, and now is, when the
. true worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth; for the Father
‘seeketh such to worship Him. God is a Spirit and they that worship Him must
worship Him in spirit and in truth.” Jn. 4:23-24. It was therefore important that
we become born of the Spirit, in order to worship God in spirit and in truth.
Anything short of worshipping God by the spirit is of no avail.

3. BY GRACE THE INCARNATE LIFE WAS BROUGHT INTO THIS
WORLD.

. There was no way that God could overlook sin and merely use the grace
~ principles in His dealing with mankind. It was God’s eternal plan to deal with sin
~ when it appeared, paying the penalty of the sum total of sin and giving sufficient
grace to those who believe. This was the sign given through Isaiah by the Holy
Spirit. "Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a sign; Behold, the virgin shall
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call His name Immanuel." Isa. 7:14. This
Eternal Son of God took upon His body, that was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
and made possible the grace of God that was given to all who believe. At that
period in time, this Son did not become the Son of God, but was merely the
 Eternal Son of God’s entrance into this world to remove the barrier of sin. "For
unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and the government shall be upon
_ His shoulder; and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The Mighty
. God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His
.government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon
His kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with justice and with righteousness
.., from henceforth even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this."
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Isa.9:6-7. If the virgin birth had been the beginning of the Lord Jesus Christ, then
He could not have been "The Mighty God". God’s grace has been revealed to us,
through the Lord Jesus Christ. He being the Creator of all things, could not be
created, therefore He is the Mighty Eternal Son of God, as has been declared.
The Eternal Son of God was willing to go to the cross and suffer a horrible death,
so that we might live a glorious life, in the presence of God. The Triune God was
the only one who could prepare and provide such a marvelous delivery from the
power of sin to the power of God.

"There was one who was willing to die in my stead,

That a soul so unworthy might live, and the path to the cross

He was willing to tread, all the sins of my life to forgive.

They are nailed to the cross, They are nailed to the cross,

O how much he was willing to bear! With what anguish and loss,
Jesus went to the cross! But he carried my sins with him there."

May we always remind ourselves of this grace and truth which came to us
from our Father in Heaven. "And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us
(and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father), full
of grace and truth...... And of His fullness have all we received, and grace for
grace. For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus
Christ." John 1:14-17. God’s eternal laws were given to Moses in order that we
might know the perfection which God requires to come into His presence.
"Moreover, the law entered, that the offense might abound. But where sin
abounded, grace did much more abound; That as sin hath reign unto death, even
so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ, our
Lord." Rom. 5:20-21. Therefore, since Christ paid the debt of sin, we should not
allow sin to reign in our lives. "For sin shall not have dominion over you; for ye
are not under the law but under grace." Rom.6:14. It is the finished work of the
Lord that has set us free from the penalty of sin and brought us into this
marvelous and amazing grace. God the Father reckons us free from the penalty
of sin, because His very own Son, paid the debt and set us free from the law of
sin and of death. "How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation, which
at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them
that heard Him. God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and
with diverse miracles and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will?"
Heb. 2:3-4.

Our salvation is based entirely upon God’s grace and grace alone! We could
not earn enough merit before God to remove the barrier of sin, nor do we deserve
any recognition by God through our own worthiness. Paul being led by the Holy
Spirit; reminds us, "But by the grace of God I am what I am; and His grace,
which was bestowed upon me, was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly
than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me." 1 Cor. 15:10.
Paul desired the removal of the thorn in his flesh, but God had to remind him,
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“And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made
perfect in weakness. Most gladly, therefore, will I rather glory in my infirmities,
that the power of Christ may rest upon me." 2 Cor. 12:9. There are many
references in the Bible to be considered; as the grace of God is poured out upon
us who believe, in the Lord Jesus Christ.

4. GRACE MADE POSSIBLE THROUGH A NEW AND ETERNAL
BIRTH TO BELIEVERS.

God has made possible the exercise of His grace upon those who believe
because of the virgin birth of the Eternal Son of God, who removed all barriers;
"Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was
contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to His cross; And, having
spoiled principalities and powers, He made a show of them openly, triumphing
over them in it." Col. 2:14-15. We must recognize that this grace can only come
to us through the Lord Jesus Christ. (Acts. 15:11; Rom. 1:5.) We have been
justified freely through the grace of the Lord. (Rom. 3:24.) This grace comes to
us through the faith which has also been given unto us. (Rom. 4:16.) Let us
consider some of the Bible references to God’s out pouring of grace, as a further
proof of God’s love.

a. The grace of God upon the Gentiles brought joy. (Acts 11:22-23.)
b. Grace is a continual process in the life of believers. (Acts 13:43.)
c. We commend each other as believers to the grace of God. (Acts. 15:40.)

d. Our belief in Christ is on a grace basis. (Acts 18:27; Acts 20:24; Rom. 4:16;
Rom. 5:15; Rom. 16:20,24.)

e. We are justified by the Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. (Rom. 3:24.)
f. Grace must reign in the Christian’s life. (Rom. 5:21.)

g. Grace is given apart from works. (Rom. 11:5-6.)

h. Grace establishes peace within the believer’s life. (1 Cor. 1:3-4.)

i. The grace of God is given to us for the work that He has entrusted to us. (1
Cor. 3:9-10.)

j-  The grace of God makes possible Divine behavior, one with another. (2 Cor.
1:12-14.)
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k. The grace of God is not limited but in abundance. (2 Cor. 4:14-15; Jas. 4:6.)
1. The grace of God is bestowed upon faithful church groups. (2 Cor. 8:1.)

m. The grace of God is a traveling asset as we work for the Lord.
(2 Cor. 8:19.)

n. The grace of God has many ways of blessing in the Christian life.
(2 Cor. 9:8,14-15.)

0. When called to be in Christ, it is based upon the grace of God. (Gal.
1:6,15.)

p. All the riches of grace are in Christ Jesus. (Eph. 1:6-7;Eph. 2:7.)
q. We preach the unsearchable riches of Christ by the grace of God. (Eph. 3:8.)
r. The grace of God can never be separated from God’s truth. (Col. 1:6.)

s. Our singing and speech should always be by the grace of God.
(Col. 3:16; Col. 4:6.)

t.  Our hope is through God’s grace, making it without conditions and based
upon our position in Christ. (2 Thess. 2:16.)

u. Our strength is by grace, given to us through Christ Jesus.
(2 Tim. 2:1.)

v. The grace of God is available to all. (Tit. 2:11.)

w. We are justified before God by His grace through Christ, and made heirs of
eternal life. (Tit. 3:7.) o

x. There is a Throne of Grace which we can come to with our petitions, to find
help from God. (Heb. 4:16.)

y. It is possible for believers to "Fall from Grace", therefore we need to take
heed and not mix works with grace. (Heb. 4:1; Heb. 10:29; Heb. 12:15.)

z. Our Christian life should be established upon the principles of grace from
God. (Heb. 13:9.)

God has poured out His grace in so many ways upon those who will accept
His Eternal Son, for the remission of their sins. The love of God the Father has
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been manifested in and through His Eternal Son, even the Lord Jesus Christ.
Study these various aspects of the grace of God and apply them to your Christian
life for the glory of God.

We are stewards of God under the grace prmc1ples not to add to salvation
but to be well pleasing in the sight of God, using our gifts for His glory and
honor. "As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to
another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God." 1 Pet. 4:10. As we
mature by the grace of God, so does God’s grace grows within the believet’s life.
"Ye therefore, beloved, seeing that ye know these things before, beware lest ye
also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own
- steadfastness. But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ. To Him be glory both now and forever. Amen." 2 Pet. 3:17-18.

5. THEHOLY SPIRIT USES GRACE IN REVEALING THE TRUTH OF
THE BIBLE.

The Holy Spirit not only indwells us, but also comes along side of us through
grace to guide us in the use of the Bible. His name is "Paraclete” and is known
as our ever present help, indwelling us forever. The Lord had many things to say
to His disciples, mainly of the coming kingdom, but He also prepared them for
the coming of the Holy Spirit. "Nevertheless, when He, the Spirit of truth, is
~ come, He will guide you into all truth; for he shall not speak of himself, but

whatsoever he shall hear, that shall He speak; and He will show you things to
come. He shall glorify me; for He shall receive of mine, and shall show it unto
you. All thirigs that the Father hath are mine; therefore said I, that He shall take
of mine, and shall show it unto you." Jn. 16:13-15. This is very important to us
as believers, for we must depend upon the Holy Spirit to teach us the Grace of
our loving Savior.

You have a combination of grace and truth, revealed by the Holy Spmt and
these are our 'source of being established in the most holy faith, and also
witnessing to the grace of God through the Lord Jesus Christ. The Colossian
believers understood the grace of God, according to the truth of the Word. "We

“give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for
you, since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have
to all the saints; For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which ye
heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, which is come unto you, as

it is-in all the world, and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you, since the day

ye heard of it and knew the grace of God in truth." Col. 1:3-6.

-God the Holy Spirit, who has breathed the Word of God, has also ‘given us
the contrast between law and grace. This revelation from the Holy Spirit, makes
it very clear that no one but God can keep the commandments of God, therefore
 God Himself had to come and fulfill His law in our stead. Before that debt was
- paid by death, the souls of mankind were kept in Sheol, the place of the dead.
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But praise be to God, who paid the debt of the sins of the whole world, and set
us free from the law of sin and of death. Since the Bible is the work of the-Holy
Spirit, He has also revealed to us this marvelous grace of our loving Lord. We
are now partakers of God’s eternal truth, through the Lord Jesus Christ, who is
the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and no one can come to God the Father but by
Him. (Jn. 14:6.) It is through the Lord Jesus Christ that the grace of God the
Father has been made possible in our lives. The religions which have been
invented by man are of no avail. It is a blindness which has come upon these
religious people from Satan himself, convincing them that there are many ways
of worshipping. Satan is constantly projecting counterfeits to God’s way of
showing His "Amazing Grace". Yes, it is true that Christ died for the sins of the
whole world, but in order to claim redemption, one must accept Christ as the
Eternal Son of God who leads the way to eternal life. "But these are writter, that
ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye
might have life through His name." Jn. 20:31. That is pure grace from the Triune
God!

The Holy Spirit uses grace principles in proclaiming, through the Bible, "So
‘Great Salvation". It is amazing to read through the Bible, especially in the New
Testament in the way that the Holy Spirit leads and guides into all truth, as well
as providing wisdom in the use of the Bible. For example, Paul the apostle was
forbidden by the Holy Spirit to go up to Jerusalem. (Acts 21:4-5.) Our newness
-of life has been made possible by the Holy Spirit and will continue by the Holy
Spirit. We need to constantly refer to the Scriptures. "O Foolish Galatians, who
hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus
Christ hath been openly set forth, crucified among you? This only would I learn
of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of
faith? Are ye so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by
the flesh?" Gal. 3:1-3. God the Holy Spirit is very essential in the newness of life
and our continual walk by faith can only be possible by Him. That is why it is
so'necessary for us, as believers, to walk in the light of God the Holy Spirit. The
Bible which has been "God Breathed" cannot be set aside. It is God’s complete
revelation and communication with mankind.

There is one precautionary measure that we as believers need to take in our
Christian life, and that is, to be able to differentiate from strange voices that may
mislead us. "Beloved, believe not every spirit, but test the spirits whether they
are of God; because many false prophets are gone out into the world." 1 Jn. 4:1.
How do we test our understanding in doing the will of the Lord? One important
truth concerning this is found in Romans chapter 12 and verse 2. "And be not
conformed to this world (system), but be ye transformed by the renewing of your
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of
God." Then we may also test these strange voices that may come to us by using
the Word of God in which we are established. The very important truth that we
get from the Word of God is concerning the incarnation of the Lord Jesus Christ.
This becomes an acid test to apply to any situation. "By this know ye the Spirit
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of God; every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of
God." 1 In. 4:2. This is an important factor in our discernment. There are many
voices that are heard and if we are not tuned into the wavelength of Almighty
God, we can be mislead by these false religious leaders. That is why we must
study God’s Word , rightly dividing it, with direct guidance through the Holy
Spirit. The Word of God is to become part of our daily walk with the Lord, not
grieving the Holy Spirit, but allowing Him to keep on filling your life with
Himself.

CONCLUSION

The grace of God is provided and secured through God the Holy Spirit. He
is our Divine source of life, making us new creatures in Christ Jesus. We are
saved by grace through the new birth provxded by the Holy Spirit. He convicts
us of sin and causes us to understand the word of God according to the grace of
God. The Holy Spirit speaks to us of the Lord Jesus Christ who has paid the
price of sin for us. We are accepted in the Beloved by the grace of God and our
sins are cast as far as the East is from the West. He will guide us into all truth
as we study the Bible and establish our new life by the grace of God. We are not
given a license to continue in sin, but rather convictions when we sin. "But if we
walk in the Light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and
the blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth us from all sin. If we say that we
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all

~unrighteousness.” 1 Jn. 1:7-9. This is extremely revealing to the believer and
reminds us that the Triune God is involved in providing salvation on a grace
basis. God is satisfied with the provision of His Son Who paid the debt of our

. sins. God the Holy Spirit is willing to give a new birth to those who will believe.

Christ is the author and finisher of our faith, who makes salvation available to all

- by the grace of God. The Holy Spirit is our security for eternity, not only giving
us the new birth, but sustaining us by the very indwelling. By doing this, God has
absolutely guaranteed our Divine relationship in His royal family.

There is no one who could possibly earn salvation, even if it were possible
to refrain from sin the remainder of our life. Our lives are totally depraved and
the Triune God must do the complete job, and we must accept this grace by faith.
The best that we could do is, no more than filthy rags, before God as we compare
these with the perfect righteousness of God. When we accept the Grace of God,
through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; our lives become sealed by God the Holy
Spirit. "To the praise of the glory of His grace, wherein He has made us accepted
in the Beloved; In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness
of sins, according to the riches of His grace...." Eph. 1:6-7. "That in the ages

.to come he might show the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward
us through Christ Jesus. For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
- yourselves, it is the gift of God- Not of works, lest any man should boast. For
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we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God
hath before ordained that we should walk in them." Eph. 2:7-10. As I close. this
chapter; may I remind you that nothing can be added. to or taken away from
God’s provision of salvation; to "Whosoever Believeth"! God has laid our
foundation in Christ Jesus and we are living spiritual stones partaking of God’s
grace. "Ye also, as living stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ."
1 Pet. 2:5. We do not live a selfish life of our own; since we are a holy
priesthood. "What? Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit
who is in you, whom ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are
bought with a price; therefore, glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which
are God’s." 1 Cor. 6:19-20.
God the Holy Spirit has energized us by Himself; giving us the Divine spark
of life. It would have been impossible for us to be joint heirs with the Eternal Son
of God without God the Holy Spirit bringing Divine eternal life to us. God the
Holy Spirit has also prepared us for becoming the "Bride of Christ" when the
Rapture occurs. "Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us,
‘that we should be called the children of God, therefore, the world knoweth us
not, because it knew him not. Beloved, now are we the children of God, and it
doth not yet appear what we shall be, but we know that, when He shall appear,
we shall be like Him; for we see Him as He is. And every man that hath thls
hope in him purifieth himself even as He is pure.” 1 Jn. 3:1-3. ’
- .. Our positional purity is established in Christ Jesus; and because of this we,
by the power and filling of the Holy Spirit, ought to live our lives well pleasing
to God. We need a continual cleansing, keeping short accounts with God, by

- confessing our sins. (1 Jn. 1:9.) One day we shall stand before the judgement seat
-of Christ (2 Cor. 5:10.) and we certainly do not want the purifying fire of God
to destroy our works. The wood, hay, and stubble in our lives should be removed
during our life upon planet earth. (1 Cor. 3:15.); therefore we need to constantly
confess our sins when they occur. It is important that we keep short accounts w1th
the Lord.

There are many Christians confused about the eternal life that God has
provided for those who believe. They think that God has placed certain conditions
upon, obtaining this eternal life, after one believes. If this were the case, then
there would be personal merit attached to salvation and this would demand certain
conditions that must constantly be required. It would make salvation conditional
and insecure if it would be based upon works rather than the Grace of God. We
now want to let the Bible tell us clearly what God demands. It is important for
us to remember that in order for us to even come into the presence of God, we
must have the righteousness of God to cover us. That righteousness is entirely
provided by the Lord Jesus Christ. In order to be positionally covered throughout
eternity, our new birth is provided for by God the Holy Spirit. We are-indwelt
by the Holy Spirit forever; with His personal seal on our lives. (Jn. 3:3-7; In.
16:7; Jn. 14:16-17; Eph. 1:13-14; Eph. 4:30; 2 Cor. 1:22.) This excludes all
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human merit and causes us to depend entirely upon the grace of God. "For the
grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching us that
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, should live soberly, righteously, and
godly, in this present age, looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious
appearing of the great God and our Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for
us that He might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a people
of His own, zealous of good works." Tit. 2:11-14. Yes, our works have a place
in the Christian life, not for or toward salvation, but rather the results of
salvation.

In no way could totally depraved creatures like human beings attain any merit
before our Holy God. We not only have a sin nature, but also sin by choice. God
in His omniscience knows the end of time from the beginning of time and saw
our great need and prepared through His "Amazing Grace" a way to not only
dwell with mankind but to provide the Divine spark, through the Holy Spirit, to
make new creatures out of those who believe. God the Father had to send God
the Son to pay the debt of sin. Then God the Son asked God the Father to send
the Holy Spirit to provide the new birth to all who would believe. "Oh, the depth
of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are
His judgements, and His ways past finding out! For who hath known the mind
of the Lord? Or who hath been His counselor? Or who hath first given to Him,
and it shall be recompensed unto Him again? For of Him, and through Him, and
to Him, are all things: to whom be glory forever. Amen." Rom. 11:33-36. By
grace through faith, we accept God’s provision because He always make the right
decision. We are now new creatures and are awaiting that glorified body like unto
the Eternal Son of God.

How thankfyl we should be that God did not mingle religion with this
wonderful relationship that He has provided. God’s great power and sovereignty
made possible His overflow of love through the Lord Jesus Christ. God the
Father’s Eternal Son is always heard by the Father and we have record of some
of the prayers of Christ in our behalf. These prayers are continuing in the
heavenlies as Christ is our Advocate with the Father, interceding in our behalf.
There is nothing that we can add to or take away from the grace of God shed
abroad in our hearts. The eternal laws of God have not been overlooked or by
passed in God’s grace toward man, for God Himself fulfilled every requirement
that His laws demanded. Christ has necessarily attained everything for us, even
unto perfection by the grace of God. "Let us, therefore, as many as be perfect,
be thus minded; and if in anything ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even
this unto you. Nevertheless, as to that which we have already attained, let us walk
by the same rule, let us mind the same thing." Phil. 3:15-16. God has given us
the Holy Spirit and we need to listen to His voice as He reveals the Holy
Scripture to us. If your life is cluttered up with the affairs of this life, you will
have very little time to listen to that still small voice of the Holy Spirit. The cares
of the world will so fill your life, leaving very little room for the Holy Spirit to
fill your life with Himself. There is also the fact that your prayer life will suffer
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and your prayers will be in vain. Many times the reason that your prayers are not
answered in your favor is because you are not filled by the Holy Spirit. Also, our
prayers are so selfish and for personal gain that we have no time to pray for
others. ’

Prayer for one another is essential

In regard to our obedience unto God for the greatest of blessings, it is
important that we pray for one another. "Wherefore, also, we pray always for
you, that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfill all the good
pleasure of His goodness, and the work of faith with power, that the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in Him, according to the grace
of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 2 Thess.1:11-12. As we draw upon the
Divine power of the Holy Spirit may we be established in God’s Word. "But we
are bound to give thanks always to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord,
because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth, unto which He called you by
our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore,
brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether
by word or our epistle. Now our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and God, even our
Father, who hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good
hope through grace, comfort your hearts, and establish you in every good word
and work." 2 Thess. 2:13-17.

Prayer for one another establishes the bond of Christ as members of the body
of Christ. Our talents and gifts differ one from another, but we are all important
in the forming of the body of Christ. We are told from the Bible that our bodies
are also the temple of God. "What? Know ye not that your body is the temple of
the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom ye have of God, and ye are not your own?
For ye are bought with a price; therefore, glorify God in your body and in your
spirit, which are God’s." 1 Cor.6:19-20. Since we are all of the body of Christ,
we are Divinely related to each other and certainly should pray for each other.
We, as Christians, are fully dependent upon Christ, “And He is the head of the
body, the church; who is the beginning, the first-born from the dead, that in all
things He might have the pre-eminence.” Col.1:18.

Keeping the right company

There is another important factor in our daily walk with the Lord and that
is, "What kind of company do we keep"? "Now we command you, brethren, in
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every
‘brother that walketh disorderly and not after the tradition which he received of
us." 2 Thess.3:6. "This, then, is the message which we have heard of Him, and
declare unto you, that God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all. If we say
that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the
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truth; But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship one
with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth us from all sin."
1 Jn.1:5-8. This is but another indication of God’s wonderful and "Amazing
Grace" toward those who believe. There are many examples from the Scripture,
concerning keeping the right company, and I wish to just mention a few of them.
a. Enoch walked with God. (Gen.5:24.)

b. Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord. (Gen.6:8.)

c. Abram got out from idolatry. (Gen.12:1-4.)

d. Isaac equally yoked in marriage with kindred. (Gen.24:1-67.)

e. David & Jonathan. (1 Sam.18:1-5.)

f. Ruth & Niomi. Ruth 1:16-17.)

g. Esther (Esther 2:15-20.)

h. Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. (Dan.1:8-21;Dan.3:12-28.)
i. Keeping fruitful for God. (Ps.1:1-6,)

j. Stay away from the wicked. (Prov.4:14-19.)

k. Choose those of like faith. (2 Cor.6:14.)

1. Abiding in the truth. (Jn.15:7-14.)

m. Avoid the friendship of the evil world. (Jas.1:1-4.)

n. Assemble together with believers. (Heb.10:22-25.)

In closing may I turn your attention to that marvelous prayer of the Lord.
"While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Thy Name; those that thou
gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition, that the
scripture might be fulfilled. And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in
the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves. I have given them
Thy Word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world,
even as I am not of the world. I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the
world, but that thou shouldest keep them from evil. They are not of the world,

even as I am not of the world. Sanctify them through Thy Truth; Thy Word is
truth.” Jn.17:12-17.
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This gives us another glimpse of the grace of God, through the Creator of
the Heavens and the Earth. The Lord in His Omniscience understands the
problems that we face, with a world full of deceptions. We are left in this world
‘for a mission and commlssmn to perform. We have been sent into this world with
a message. Here is what the Eternal Son of God has said. "Go ye therefore, and
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things whatsoever 1 have
commanded you; and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the age.
Amen" Matt.28:19-20. That is why Christ prayed, "Sanctify them through thy
truth; thy word is truth. As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also
sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also
might be sanctified through the truth. Neither pray I for these alone, but for them
also who shall believe on me through their word; That they all may be one, as
thou, Father, are in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us; that the
world may believe that thou hast sent me. And the glory which thou gavest me
I-have given them, that they may be one, even as we are one: I in them, and thou
in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that
thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. Father, I will that
they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am, that they may
behold my glory, which thou hast given me; for thou lovest me before the
foundation of the world." Jn.17:17-24,

This unity is not regardless of doctrinal beliefs, but is to be based upon
"Thus saith the Lord". The ecumenical crowd desire to bring a unity at all cost,
will accept all religions and all sorts of forms of worship, regardless of what
they believe. They base everything upon sincerity rather than what the Bible
teaches. Well, they are sincerely wrong, for the Eternal Son of God is the only
way, the truth and the life, and no one, regardless of how religious they may be,
can even approach the Heavenly Father, apart from the Lord Jesus Christ.
(In.14:6.) There are those who even have cried out before the Lord, performing
great miracles, but will be told, to depart from the Lord’s presence. "Not every
one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but
he that doeth the will of my Father, who is in heaven. Many will say to me in
that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? And in thy name have
cast out demons? And in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will
I profess unto them, I never knew you; depart from me, ye that work iniquity.
Therefore, whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken
him unto as wise man, who built his house upon a rock. And the rain descended,
and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat upon that house, and it fell not;
for it was founded upon a rock. And every one that heareth these sayings of
mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, who built his
house upon the sand. And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds
blew and beat upon that house, and it fell; and great was the fall of it." Matt.
7:21-27. There are many counterfeit evangelists and con-christians who are
deceiving many with false teachings, and great will be their condemnation. God
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is not a God of confusion or of many beliefs, but by His grace He has set forth
His eternal truth through the Lord Jesus Christ. "There is a way that seemeth
right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death." Prov.14:12. Take
heed as to how you use the grace of God, for there is nothing hidden from the
eyes of God!

The Triune God wishes to share with all believers the unity which
they have always had throughout eternity past. This is an amazing and again
portrays the grace of God to His creation. God has accomplished the judgement
against sin through the human race, and eventually will eradicate sin forever from
the new creation, which has been promised. The marvel is, we who are the
beneficiaries of so great salvation are granted a blameless position before God.
Who can fathom the depths of God’s love toward us? This in itself should cause
every believer to give Christ the pre-eminence in their lives. Christ not only
prayed for His own before going to the cross, but He continually prays for us
before the Throne of God. Christ is at present, at the right Hand of God the
Father, as our Advocate, making intercessory prayer in our behalf. As you study
the grace of God, as revealed in the Bible, let it also become part of your life,
manifesting this same grace toward others. You and I have been left here upon
earth as a witness to the saving grace of our loving Lord.
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10.

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

19.

QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER TWO

How does one receive Divine grace? Does Divine grace involve the three
persons of the Godhead?

Give a definition of "Divine Grace".
What was provided so that we could be partakers of Divine Grace?

What alternative did God have for providing Divine Grace, rather than His
Son becoming the sacrifice for sin? Explain.

Write briefly on Joel 2:28.
Explain Ezekiel 11:17-21.

As Israel is being gathered into her home land, what will happen? What is
the purpose of the 144,000 young Jews?

Why should we be holy, since salvation is by grace. (1 Peter 1:15-23.)
What would happen if God did not manifest His grace to us?

Why was the supreme sacrifice of the Eternal Son of God necessary to
activate Divine Grace?

Name 10 acts of Grace in the Christian’s life.

Will sin ever be eradicated from God’s creation? Scripture.
How does the Holy Spirit enter into Divine Grace? Scripture.
Which of the Godhead is responsible for the Bible? Scripture.
How does the Holy Spirit energize creation, bringing grace?
What part did the Holy Spirit have in the incarnation of Christ?
How did Grace and Truth come to us? (John 1:14.)

Explain Romans 5:20-21; Romans 6:14.

How is a believer’s strength made perfect in weakness? (2 Cor.12:9.)
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20.
21.
22.
23.

24,

How is grace used in salvation of precious souls?
Name 10 acts of grace which can be found in the Bible.
Write an essay on "Divine Grace" in your life.

What conditions are included for you to benefit from God’s Divine Grace?

What benefits do we receive as we choose the right friends?

Name as many Biblical friendships as possible with the Scripture verses.
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CHAPTER THREE

The Gift of God
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Eternal Security
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CHAPTER THREE
ETERNAL SECURITY PROVIDED BY THE GRACE OF GOD
INTRODUCTION

Apart from the grace of God, it is absolutely impossible to maintain our
salvation, for our works of righteousness are as filthy rags compared to God’s
perfect righteousness. There is no way that we, as totally depraved human beings,
could attain such righteous standards of God. God in His omniscience has
prepared for this before He created man. We must constantly remember that God
does not by pass His eternal laws of righteousness and holiness but, as has been
discussed, Almighty God provided a perfect way in manifesting His grace toward
all who will believe. When God looks upon us as believers, He beholds the
eternal and perfect righteousness of His Beloved Son. "For ye are dead, and your
life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then
shall ye also appear with him in glory." Col.3:3-4. In that special prayer of the
Son of God to His Father which is found in John 17, the Lord made special
mention of sharing His glory with the believers. "That they all may be one, as
thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us; that the
world may believe that thou hast sent me. And the glory which thou gavest me
I have given them, that they may be one, even as we are one; I in them, and thou
in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that
thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou has loved me. Father, I will that
they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am, that they may
behold my glory, which thou hast given me; for thou lovest me before the
foundation of the world." Jn.17:21-24.

God the Holy Spirit who provided the new spiritual birth, indwells and seals
the believers with Himself fulfilling all the requirements necessary throughout
eternity. God never lets anything to chance and always is aware of all the
circumstances. We have been approved by God the Father, through His Son, the
Lord Jesus Christ. God the Father is always well pleased with His Son. Because
if His Eternal Son, God the Father has had the stamp of the Holy Spirit placed
upon our destiny. “Let us, therefore, come boldly unto the throne of grace, that
we might obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need." Heb.4:16. This
is all part of God’s "Amazing Grace". God’s Divine spark of life has been
established in the believer’s life, forever and ever! Praise God from whom all
blessings flow! Let us now consider why we are completely secure in God’s
provision.

A. GOD’S SECURITY NOT BASED UPON HUMAN WORKS.

B. GOD’S STANDARDS FULLY PROTECTED AND OFFERED THROUGH
GRACE.
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C. GOD TOTALLY FULFILLS EVERY DIVINE REQUIREMENT.

- o e 0 2 s e e

A. GOD’S SECURITY IS NOT BASED UPON HUMAN WORKS.

The very meaning of Grace is, unmerited favor which certainly indicates that
it is not earned by any personal merit. Many carnal and unestablished believers
are puzzled over Christianity and their direct relationship with the Living God.
Our physical life is so controlled by "You get what you pay for", that it is
difficult for us to understand that we have no merit in ourselves in order to obtain
salvation. God provides all in redemption, or one remains in condemnation. The
thief on the cross was in that helpless condition when "he said unto Jesus, Lord,
remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom." Lk. 23:42. Christ’s answer
was, "And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with
me in Paradise." Lk. 23:43. Tell me, what works could the thief on the cross do
in order to obtain a place in Paradise? He is a clear case of God’s "Amazing
Grace"! God the Father has put His seal of approval upon His Son. "Labor not
for food which perisheth, but for that food which endureth unto everlasting life,
which the Son of man shall give unto you; for him hath God the Father sealed.
Then said they unto Him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of
God? Jesus answered, and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye
believe on Him whom He hath sent,” Jn. 6:27-29. This may seem strange to an
unbeliever, but to the informed Christian, it is the greatest act of God upon the
believer. "He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life; and he that believeth
not the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on him." Jn.3:36.
When God says "Eternal Life" it never can be "Temporary Life". Take God at
His Word!

There is no way that human works could be a part of procuring eternal life
on an eternal security basis. The arm of flesh is weak through the total depravity
of all of mankind. Also, the grace principles of Almighty God could not be
applied if God was partially dependent upon man’s works in His provision of
salvation. God’s absolute perfect character must be maintained in God’s
judgements and grants. If there was the least possibility of sin entering into God’s
provisional sacrifice in removing sin, then his grace would become void. The Old
Testament offerings were to be made with animals without spot or blemish to
cover sin until the supreme sacrifice from God himself would appear. The Lord
Jesus Christ became that perfect sacrifice and the one who sacrificed in order that
grace could be established toward salvation of precious souls. Human works could
not attain this status before God and therefore God had to perform every phase
in saving those who believed.

As we discuss "Eternal Security"”, we must realize that such a term demands
an absolutely impeccable approach. God could not risk applying grace principles
to something that was insecure. If man had any part in believers being offered
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