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faith; who for the joy that was set before him

endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set
down at the right hand of the throne of God."

Hebrews 12: 2
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PREFAC

Many messages have been preached about the Cross which is the culminating truth
in the Bible. God the Father desired to eradicate sin once and forever, so it was
necessary for payment to be made for the sin of all ages. The only way that the wages
of sin could be paid was for impeccable God to pay the price Himself, through the death
of His son Jesus Christ. The Bible tells us that God, who is three-in-one, will create a
perfect “Utopia” in the future. Instead of forcing his creation to be good in that utopia,
He created angels and humans with the freedom of choice. He knew that we would fail
the test, and He planned to pay the penalty for all of man’s sins with Christ’s death on
the Cross. Only those who accept His gift of forgiven sins will be included in the New
Heaven and New Earth.

I pray that this Biblical textbook entitled, “THE CROSS OF CHRIST”, will
enlighten you about the importance of the Divine sacrifice, and about how to become
partakers of Divine life by the new birth through God the Holy Spirit.

By the grace of God I have written and printed 15,000 copies of this textbook for
free distribution around the world. These textbooks, and about 30 of my previous
textbooks will reach millions of people with God’s message. To God be the glory great
things He has done, and great things He keeps on doing!

The cross is the pivotal point in the great plan of God the Father, where He deals
an ultimate and final blow to sin and all ungodliness. I am reminded of a very sacred
hymn, that is often sung, merely as a song, rather than as a message.

IN THE CROSS OF CHRIST.

In the cross of Christ I glory, Towering o’er the wrecks of time;
All the light of sacred story, Gathers round its head sublime.

When the woes of life o’er take me, Hope deceive, and fears annoy,
Never shall the cross forsake me, Lo! it glows with peace and joy,

When the sun of bliss is beaming, Light and love upon my way,
From the cross the radiance streaming, Adds more luster to the day.

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, By the cross are sanctified;
Peace is there that knows no measure, Joys that thro’ all time abide.

As we make a very sacred study of the cross of Calvary, I want this to be a very
devotional approach to God’s everlasting love toward us through the cross. We will deal

with various predictions of the cross, and consider how very much Christ actually
suffered upon the Cross.

God foretold of the method of the crucifixion long before the Roman Government
established that terrible, painful and slow form of death for those that they convicted.
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God in. His omniscience, purposely chose this form of death for His Eternal Son, to
show the awfulness of sin and what it cost the Godhead to remove the barrier of sin.
This was all part of the Triune God’s Divine purpose in dealing with any opposition to
His. Holy character. The ungodly attempted many times to destroy Christ, before His
time had come, but God had established the very moment when His Son would lay down-
Hls Jife for the total sin of this world.

~Through. the death of Christ upon the Cross we are set free from the penalty of sm,
thtough God the Holy Spirit we are endued with power to withstand the power of sin,
and. through: the -grace of God we will eventnally be freed from the presence of sin.

..-Every soul born into this world has the freedom of choice as to whether they will
to stand, upon their self righteousness, and be judged, or accept Christ’s finished work
on.Calvary’s Cross and be set free from the law of sin and death. So as we approach
the study of the Cross of Christ, we are dealing with the crux of redemptlon ,

' This . cup of agony was foreknown by the Eternal Son of God, who in the garden of
Gethspmane desperately faced it with sweat drops of blood. As Christ went out on to the.
Mount of Olives He said to His disciples, “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even unto
death; tarry. here, and watch with me. And He went a little further, and fell on His face,
and .prayed, saying, O Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless,
not asd will, but.as thou wilt.” (Matthew 26: 38-39)

- .May we study this course on the cross prayerfully and with great thanksglvmg It
cost God the Father His very own eternal Son to bring to us so great salvation. There is
however a note.of warning, which I must bnng before each of us. There is no merit in
carrying the cross as a symbol or idol, or s1gn When we deal with the cross of Christ,
we are dealing with God the Father’s provision for the removal of sin, through the
Cross, by His eternal Son. The importance of the Cross is Christ who suffered, died,
and rose again from the grave, bringing victory over death. There are many crosses
portrayed by cults and false teachings, which are very deceptive and illusive of the
truth. They use this sign to draw many into their false religions. Satan is a master of
deception. He gives the ignorant a little taste of the truth, then he deceives them with the
ultimate aim of destroying them. That is why it is necessary to be born again, by the
Holy Spirit, then to be led by the Holy Spirit into all truth.

In this study, may we realize that the Eternal Son of God’s death on the Cross was
foretold long before that cruel form of death was used by the Roman Government. May
we also remind ourselves that the death of Christ on the Cross was no accident and that
it was no victory for the evil forces. Christ reminded His disciples of what would
happen to their shepherd. “And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the
Mount of Olives. Then saith Jesus unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me
this night; for it is written, I will smite the shepherd and the sheep of the ﬂock shall be
scattered abroad. But after I am raised up again, I will go before you into Galilee.”
(Matthew 26:30-32) The disciples were not aware of what He meant at the time, but the
Holy Spirit revealed it to them later on. The Lord also made reference to the type of
death He would suffer by being lifted up. “Now is the judgement of this world; now
shall the prince of this world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will
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draw all men unto me. This He said, signifying what death He should die.” (John 12: 31-
33). The cross became a sign of the Lord’s death, not to become an idol of worship.
Christ’s death on the Roman cross rather than by the hands of the Jews was planned
and no accident. “Then said Pilate unto them, Take ye Him, and judge Him according,
to your law. The Jews therefore, said unto Him, It is not lawful for us to put any magn to
death: HML&LSMMLEML&&LMM which He spoke, signifying, what
death He should die.”(John 18: 31-32) This is very significant, as the Jews had already
condemned Jesus to death before there was any trial, but they did not stone him. Rather,
they took him to Pilate for crucifixion. Pilate tried his best to release the Lord,
knowing that for envy they delivered Jesus into his hands. Note what Pilate said to Jesus
and the answer he received. “Then saith Pilate unto Him, Speakest thou not unto me?
Knowest thou not that I have power to crucify thee, and have power to release thee?
Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power at all against me except it were given thee
from above; therefore, he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater Sin.” (John 19:

10-11) Here is certainly sufficient proof of the planned death upon the cross by the
Triune God.

In this study we will discuss some references from the Old Testament, and see how
Christ’s death on the cross was a fulfillment of those prophesies. When we say that in
the cross of Christ we glory, we are not worshipping the cross itself, but rather we are
worshipping the Christ of the cross. Bear this in mind as we study the Cross of Calvary.
Yes, the sign of the cross should be very sacred to the saints of God who, through the
Christ of the cross, passed from eternal living death to eternal living life and an
inheritance beyond our comprehension.

Rev. Dr. Andrew J.Losier
Christian Literature & Bible Center Inc.,
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DEDICATION

In the Christian life, there are always some believers we meet who become very
special to us. The Lord has introduced me to many special saints of God, during these
57 years of mission work. During our first mission furlough, however, I met one very -
precious couple by the name of Walter and Irene Peck from Preble Indiana. This
friendship grew down through these many years, and became a great source of
encouragement in our mission enterprise. Walter Peck went to be with the Lord, after
he and Irene spent some time at Swiss Village, a retirement community in Berne,
Indiana. Irene Peck with her Jubllant spirit has been a tremendous comfort to many, in
the village and around the community, both far and near. She has brought peace and
comfort to many, and now she has been diagnosed as having cancer. She recently told
me that she is at perfect peace concerning it. The specialists in the hospital have given
her but four or five months to live. She has accepted this with a calm spirit, knowing
that she has within her “The peace of God, which passeth all understanding”
- (Philippians 4: 7a)

I wish to proclaim this Biblical textbook on “The Cross of Christ”, as a memorial
to my brother in the Lord, Walter Peck, and dedicate it in honor of Irene Peck. We do
not know how long the Lord will let Irene remain with us, but we can rest assured,
when her time comes to depart to be with the Lord, that all is well with her soul. May
those who read and study this textbook on the cross, be assured of a personal
relationship with Lord Jesus Christ like Walter and Irene maintained. Their lives have
glorified their Savior and have been an inspiration to many. I have counted it a real
privilege of knowing both Walter and Irene. It is therefore with a joy beyond what
words can describe that I publish this Biblical textbook in memory of Walter Peck and
in honor and dedication to Irene Peck. We have already sent out 18 mail bags of Bible
study material to many places around the world in honor of our dear sister in the Lord.

: Faithfﬁlly Yours because of Calvary,

Rev. Dr. Andrew J.Losier
Christian Literature & Bible Center Inc.,



FOREWORD]

It gives me great pleasure to introduce to you, Rev. Ron McDonnel, the Pastor of
the Katy Bible Church, Katy, Texas, U.S.America. I count it a great privilege to have
him submit the foreword to this all important subject. I have asked Pastor McDonnel to
write this introduction to “The Cross of Christ”, because he has been a very special
brother in the Lord for many years. I thank God for the Pastor and sheep of the Katy
Bible assembly. They have been our faithful warriors through prayers and cares these
many years. Rev. Dr.Andrew J.Losier

What theme is more worthy of a writer’s effort than to proclaim the wonderful,
mysterious Cross of Christ? The Apostle Paul concluded, “But God forbid that I should
glory, save in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto
me, and I unto the world.” (Galatians 6:14). My dear brother and fellow servant of our
Lord Jesus Christ, Andy Losier, has undertaken to share with us his heart for Jesus by
plumbing the depths of God’s Love revealed through Christ’s Death on that cruel and
Glorious Cross.

The more we search this noble subject the more we realize that we are on holy
ground. “The Mystery of Godliness....” of 1 Timothy 3:16 is discovered no where else
like it is on that bloody, Old Rugged Cross. What God wrought on the Cross of Christ
cannot be fully comprehended by intelligentsia, blinded by the god of this evil world,
but can become the basis of the hope of eternal life, by a believing child.

The Cross of Christ was where God the Father abandoned Jesus as He took our
place in judgement and became sin for us. Hence, “Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying,
Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? Which is, being interpreted My God, my God, why hast
thou forsaken me?” (Mark 15:34). Yet, if we would find God, we must come by way of
the Cross! Great is the Mystery of Godliness in the Cross of Christ.

Psalm 22:1, quotes our Lord further when He said, “Why art thou so far from
helping me, and from the words of my roaring?” How could Jesus be “..far..” from
omnipresence? Was this Cross then the farthest place from God in the universe? How
could Omniscient Jesus, the Son of God, beg for an answer to the question, “Why..?”
Such was the unfathomable depth of humiliation and “Kenosis” of the Incarnate Christ!
Great is the Mystery of Godliness in the Cross of Christ.

Luke 23:44-45, says, “And it was about the sixth hour, and there was a darkness
over all-the earth until the ninth hour. And the sun was darkened..” How could Jesus,
the Light of the world, be shrouded in the blackness of darkness on the Cross when God
the Father, who is Light, withdrew Himself from Him? It was midnight at noonday.
Great is the Mystery of Godliness in the Cross of Christ!

Because God is Holy, His wrath against sin was displayed maximally on the Cross
of Christ. Romans 8:32. says “God... spared not His own Son...” who was dying a
criminal’s death in our place. Yet, the Cross of Jesus is the greatest display of the love
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of God for sinners! Greéat is the Mystery of Godliness in the Cross of Christ!

Matthew 27:39-44, “And they that passed by reviled Him, wagging their heads, and
saying, Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days, save thyself If
thou be the Son of God, come down from the Cross. Likewise also the chief priests
mocking Him, with the scribes and elders, said, He saved others; Himself He cannot
save. If He be the King of Israel, let Him now come down from the Cross, and we will:
believe Him. He trusted in God; let Him deliver Him now, if He will have Him: for He
said, I am the So_n of God. The thieves also, which were crucified with Him, cast the
same in His teeth.” The Lord Jesus , before whom angels covered their faces with their
wings so as to not look dlrectly upon His Majesty, suffered- their indignity of
blasphemous man (made lower than the angels) making faces at Him on the Cross! Jesus
responded “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.” Luke 23:34. Great
is the Mystery of Godliness in the Cross of Christ! .

. Psalm 22:6. quotes Jesus as saying, “But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of
men, and despised of the people.” How could it be that the Lord Jesus Christ, the I AM
THAT I AM, confessed. “I am a worm, and no man”? Great 1s the Mystery of
Godliness!

- Perhaps.the most perplexmg of all is the Hebrews 5: 7-8 account of Jesus. It says,
“Who in the days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers and supplications with
stfong crying and tears unto Him that was able to save Him from death, and was heard
in that He feared; Though He were a Son, yet learned He obedience by the things which
He suﬁ‘ered " How could the omniscient Lord Jesus “. leam 2" Wrthout controversy,

Great is the Mystery of Godliness! |
| ;ﬁf We can wonder at.the mysteries. We can bow and WOl'Shlp the Chnst of the Cross.
We can glve humble thanks. We can proclaim on the housetops the Good news of Jesus’
Cross o
B May our Lovmg Lord of Glory, the Risen Jesus, bless Andy $ new book, The Cross
gt_gmm May many be saved by believing in the death, burial, and resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ. May believers be challenged to deny themselves, and take up their
cross and follow Jesus. | N
: Read and wonder Worshrp the Christ of the Cross.

Pastor Rev. Ron McDonnel
Katy Bible Church,

Katy, Texas,
U.S.America
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CHAPTER ONE

[INTRODUCTION TO THE CROSSI

I. THE PROCLAMATION OF THE CROSS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT.

As we study in depth the death on the cross by the Incarnate Christ as proclaimed
in the Old Testament, we will consider the eschatology of it in this first chapter. We
have evidence from the Bible that it was proclaimed, revealed by a shadow example as
well as described. May we always remember that the death of the Incarnate Son of God
was planned before the foundation of the world, with one thought in mind, regardless
of the requirements by God. It is found in one key verse of Scripture in the Bible.
“Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the
transgressions, and to_make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting

and to_seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the Most High.”
(Daniel 9:24) As we study the necessity of the cross of Calvary, may we always keep in
mind the eternal results that have been made possible through the Incarnate Son of
God’s death on the cross. .

The Triune God had an absolute and definite plan as to the timing of when the
crucifixion would take place. There is a very particular timing of the cross of Christ in
the Book of Daniel. “Know, therefore, and understand, that from the going forth of the
commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem (This happened under Cyrus) unto the
Messiah. the Prince, shall be seven weeks, and three score and two weeks; (total of 483
years) the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublesome times. And gfter
threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself; and the people

Chapter 1 1 Introduction to the Cross



of the prince that shall come (This prince will come during the ‘Abomination of
Desolation, being Satan himself) shall destroy the city and the sanctuary, and the end of
it shall be with a ﬂood and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.”
(Daniel 9:25-26) This is a terrible but marvelous revelation that God the Holy Spirit has
placed on record as to the crucifixion and also the future and final satanic onslaught
against Almighty God. The latter has been studied in my Book about Revelation. It
covers.the final battle that will take place in heaven, causing the “Abomination of
Desolation”, confirmed by the Lord Himself. (Revelation 9:1-12;12:7-17;) (Matthew
24:15.) Within the Bible, God has revealed and entrusted us with a revealing insight
into the things to come. Praise God for His Omniscience. He knows the end from. the
begmnmg, Hei 1s the Alpha and the Omega! S |

A, THE PROPHETIC UTTERANCES PROCLAIMED

We will deal with the New Testament utterances upon the cross later in
this chapter, but now let’s review what the Old Testament has t6 proclaim
concerning the cross. Perhaps the most significant example and shadow of this
declaration can be found as Israel journeyed through thé: wilderhess. ‘They
sinned against God, “And the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and
they bit the people; and many people of Israel died. Therefore the people came
'to' Moses, and said, We have sinned; for we have spoken agamst the Lord, and
" agamst thee, pray unto the Lord, that He take away the serpents from us. And
: And the Lord said unto Moses; Mdke thee a ﬁery
' serpent, and set it upon a pole; and it shall come to pass, that gggty ne that is

"~ bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live,” (Numbers 21 6-8) :
+ Now this in itself may not have any special. s1gmficance to thie¢ unfamiliar
" reader ‘of God’s Word, but it is’ very important as a shadow of-'that specific
““'event of Christ upon the cross. This is but a foreknowledge of tl‘le importance
~ of someone taking our place in judgement for our sins, upon thie cross of
" Calvary. This was explained by the Incarnate Son of God. “And no man hath
ascended up to heaven, but
" man who is in heaven. And,
© " even' so must the Son of man be lifted up, that whosoever beliéveth in Him

" ‘should not perish, but have eternal lzfe " (John 3:13-15) = -
s We have all been bitten by sin and all have come short ‘of the glory of
" God. “Wherefore, as by one man, sin entered into the world; ‘anid death by sin,
' 50 death passed upon all men, for all have sinned.” (Romans 5:12) This is
. very important to our understanding of God’s Word when it proclaims in the
"' Old Testament the eventual lifting up of the Son of God upon the cross. Let us
search the Old Testament for further proof of this plan of redempuon

‘serpent in the wzldemess,
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THE SUFFERING SAVIOR UPON THE CROSS

God the Holy Spirit who breathed upon the entire Scripture has
amazingly described ahead of time the suffering Savior upon the cross, even to
some of Christ’s very words which He would uttered.

The Holy character of the Godhead had to turn away from total sin being
paid for upon the cross. God’s rejection of sin and the one who bore it was
prophesied in the Old Testament, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken
me? Why art thou so far from helping me, and from the words of my
roaring?” (Psalm 22:1)

Now let us turn to the fulfilling of that prophesy in the New Testament.

- “And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, la’ma

sabach’thani? that is to say, My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken me?”
(Matthew 27:45) What could be more accurate in fulfillment than this? As we
read through this Psalm we realize that it thoroughly describes a crucifixion
which was not even thought of at the time this Psalm was written.

THE TRUSTING SAVIOR BORE IT ALL ALONE.

“All they who see me laugh me to scorn; they shoot out the lip, they shake
the head, saying, He trusted on the Lord that He would deliver Him; let Him
deliver Him, seeing He delighted in Him.” (Psalm 22:7-8) God in His
Omniscience knew exactly what the thoughts of Israel’s religious leaders
would be concerning His Eternal Son who became the Gift and the Giver of
Eternal Life through His death on the cross. “Likewise also the chief priests,
mocking Him, with the scribes and elders, said, He saved others; Himself He
cannot save. If He be the King of Israel, let Him come down from the cross,
and we will believe Him. He trusted in God; let Him deliver Him now, if He
will have Him; for He said, I am the Son of God.” (Matthew 27:41-43) They
knew exactly what Christ declared himself, The Son of God. They were
without excuse and thoroughly understood Christ’s words.

The Lord Jesus Christ knew that this was but another great temptation to
manifest himself, if He would come down from the cross and forsake His
conquest of so great salvation. “Many bulls have compassed me; strong bulls
of Bashan have beset me round. They gaped upon me with their mouths, like a
ravening and a roaring lion.” (Psalm 22:12-13) These false religious leaders
were completely under the control of Satan. They became tools of Satan,
tempting Christ to forsake all and save himself from paying the debt of sin.

We can rejoice in the Lord that the Incarnate Eternal Son of God was
willing to bear it all alone, in spite of all the opposition and evil forces against

If God had depended upon adding human works to our salvation, we all
would have failed. I thank Almighty God for the security that we obtained at
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the Cross being sealed by the Holy Spirit. My thoughts go back to a hymn that
I sang as a lad. I didn’t understand the scope of the meaning at the time, but I
felt within myself the dreadfulness of being alone and forsaken by all. I was
deeply impressed by that hymn which I learned to sing. I am mindful of the
terribleness of being alone and enduring any sort of pain without help

- available. Christ suffered all alone that you and I might have the burden of sin

removed. God loved us with an everlasting love and was willing to send His

. beloved Son to the Cross in our stead. God has done all that He possibly can do

Chapterl - .. - -

to save all mankind from etemal death.
ALQNE

 ITWAS ALONE THE SAVIOR PRAYED IN DARK GETHSEMANE;
ALONE HE DRAINED THE BITTER CUP
AND SUFFERED THERE FOR ME

IT WAS ALONE THE SAVIOR STOOD IN PILATE’S JUDGEMENT HALL
~ ALONE THE CROWN OF THORNS HEWORE,
FORSAKEN THUS BY ALL

ALONE UPON THE CROSS HE HUNG THAT OTHERS HE MIGHT SAVE;
‘ o FORSAKEN THEN BY GOD AND MAN,
ALONE, HIS LIFE HE GAVE.

CAN YOU REJECT SUCH MATCHLESS LOVE?
CAN YOU HIS CLAIM DISOWN?
COME, GIVE YOUR ALL IN GRATITUDE
NOR LEAVE HIM THUS ALONE.

" ALONE, ALONE, HE BORE IT ALL ALONE;
HE GAVE HIMSELF TO SAVE HIS OWN,
~ HESUFFERED, BLED AND DIED ALONE, ALONE,

THE EFFECTS OF THE CRUCIFIXION DESCRIBED

There is no better descnptlon of what happens under the most

-excruciating pain in crucifixion than what is recorded in the Old Testament

prophecy; “I am poured out like water, and g_ley_b_Qngs__aLe_auL_thm my

~ heart is like wax; it is melted within me. My strength is dried up like a

potsherd, and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws; and thou hast brought me into
the dust of death. For the dogs have compassed me;

have enclosed me; they pierced my hands and my feet.” (Psalm 22:14-16)
- With those statements by the psalmist we can make no mistake about what

-type of death he predicted for the Lord. Those verses described exactly the
-results of crucifixion, and remember, crucifixion was not yet thought of as a
- way to inflict capital pumshment
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Jesus Christ, being God Incarnate, was 100% God and 100% man. Since
God cannot die, this was the body to become a sacrifice. The body which God
created, before the foundation of the world. The Divinity of the Christ of the
Cross could behold all of this and was aware of the terrible death that He
.- submitted himself to endure.

Physically, the crucifixion was so terrible that all of His bones were out

of joint from hanging upon the Cross. “I may count all my bones; they look

- and stare upon me.” (Psalm 22:17) Worst of all however, was the spiritual
seperation He endured, when God the Father and God the Holy Spirit turned
away from him, when He took upon Himself the sins of the world. He took the
wrath of God that should have been for sinners, when he took our punishment.
The spiritual pain He felt caused Him to cry out, “MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY
HAST THOU FORSAKEN ME?” (Matthew 27:46)

May you clearly understand that with this study we are not exalting the
Cross as a symbol, but rather the one who hung on the Cross, as our Savior.
‘May I also mention that there is no merit whatsoever in carrying or wearing a

cross in itself but rather as a sign of believing in the one who died on the

Cross that we might live by His death and resurrection.
‘ To understand what Jesus Christ went through on that cross, let’s consider
what Christ said while He was on the Cross. There are seven last sayings of
Christ from the Cross and only twice did He think of himself; first when God
the Father turned away from Him as He bore the sins of the whole world, and
second when He became physically thirsty. Let’s consider these sacred sayings
of the Lord as He hung upon the Cross.

THE SEVEN LAST SAYINGS OF CHRIST UPON THE CROSS

1. “FATHER, FORGIVE THEM; FOR THEY KNOW NOT WHAT
THEY DO.” (Luke 23:34.)

It is so easy for all of us to do things which are according to the flesh,
rather than according to the Spirit. We are so used to living within the human
viewpoint, rather than living by the Divine viewpoint. We as those who are
. born again, need to depend upon being led by the Holy Spirit, rather than
controlled by the ungodly flesh. These ungodly men within the Roman Empire
and the religious leaders of Israel, were blinded by the god of this world

L system. Christ as He hung upon the Cross, knew that many of them were

sanctioning this terrible death upon the Cross, bemg under the influence of the

g - blind religious leaders, who led- them into crying, “Crucify Him, Crucify
-~ Him”! The Roman Centurion observed all of these events, and witnessed the

darkness at noon day, saw that this was not the normal.  “Now, when the

..+ centurion, and they that were with him watching Jesus, saw- the earthquake,

and those things that were done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly. this was
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” (Matthew 27:54) 1 am quite sure that some of those Roman
soldiers did become believers, after the resurrection, especially those that
witnessed the scene by the tomb. They were in 3 hours of total darkness, when
there should have been the full brightness of the sun. The whole world was in
darkness because the Eternal Son of God was rejected as the light of the

world. Those that beheld these things were totally without excuse.

.~ We have many examples of how the martyrs down through the ages were
faithful to the Lord and understood that their martyrdom was due to the
prince of the power of the air. Satan promoted spiritual wickedness in high

- places. Our first martyr, Stephen as he addressed the Sanhedrin, being led by

the Holy Spirit, gave a powerful resume of events down through the ages.
These false leaders became very angry and as the Word says, “were cut to the
heart and they gnashed on him with their teeth.” (Acts 7:54) Stephen was
thrown out of the city and stoned to death. But as he was being stoned, note
what he said. “And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay
not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep.” (Acts
7:60) One needs but read “Foxe’s Book of Martyrs” to discover the great
love that the Holy Spirit can manifest through His own, as they suffer for
Christ. Yes, while we were yet dead in trespasses and sins, Christ gave His life
a ransom for us, buying us out of the slave market of sin, with His own blood.
Oh the love that drew salvation’s plan, Oh the grace that brought it down to

man, Oh the mighty gulf that God did span at Calvary.

Only The Eternal Son Of God could cry out to the Father to forgive these
wicked souls, for they were ignorant of what they were doing. Christ was
constantly aware that as He hung on that cruel Cross, He was bearing the sins

~ of the whole world. It would have been so simple for God the Father to have
~ destroyed the whole universe by His word, if He had so chosen. Christ was

encompassed by the devil and his demons, as they tried their best to defeat the
purpose of the Cross. The Eternal Son of God was prepared to face the

- onslaught from the whole evil spirit realm, to remove the barrier of sin for

Chapter 1

~ those who would believe. -

2. “AND JESUS SAID UNTO HiM,‘ VERILY I SAY UNTO THEE,

TODAY SHALT THOU BE WITH ME IN PARADISE.” (Luke
23:43)

This saying of Christ is very important to us because it addresses the
question, “Where are the dead in Christ of all ages?” The Old Testament is
very clear about the place of Sheol, or the place of the dead. We have a clear
reference of this in the story of the rich man and Lazarus. (Luke 16:19-31.)
Before the crucifixion of Christ all the dead were in Sheol, with a great gulf
fixed so that the ungodly could not pass over to where the Old Testament
saints were. The rich man went among the ungodly, not because he was rich
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but because he did not trust God. But Lazarus went to be with Abraham to
dwell with the rest of the believers. You may ask the question, “Is that where
all the dead go?” The answer is simple, the ungodly dead still go into Sheol
and they are under great heat, which is hell. Then you may say, “But where
are the believers now that Christ defeated death?” The thief on the cross with
but a short time to live believed in Christ and Christ’s statement to him gives
us the answer. “Today, shalt thou be with me in Paradise.” Does that mean that

‘the thief on the cross is better than the Old Testament saints? No, in no way

does he compare with the Old Testament saints.
What had changed that would take the believing thief to Paradlse instead

“of Sheol? We must go to the Word of God for our answer. In the Old

Testament it was predicted that when the crucified Christ rose from the grave
that He would descend into Sheol before He ascended on high. “Thou hast
ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive.” (Psalm 68: 18a). What s this
all about? We must turn to the fulfillment of this statement in the Book of
Ephesians to find the answer. First of all, there has to be a unity of believers,
regardless of Old Testament or New Testament. That is why it is declared,
“There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your
calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all who is
above all, and through all, and in you all.” (Ephesians 4:4-6) Now whether
we are considering the Old Testament saints or New Testament saints, there is
unity with the Godhead. Since the Old Testament saints were still in Sheol,
which was the place of the dead, they had to be taken out from Sheol. They
were taken to the same place that Christ proclaimed to: the thief on the cross.
That is why the resurrected Christ had to go to Sheol and lead the Old
Testament saint out from that prison house into Paradise. He also had to offer
some promised gifts to the faithful. “But unto every one of us is given grace
according to the measure of the of the gift of Christ. Wherefore, He saith,
When He ascended up on high, H_LL@_W .and .gave gifts unto
m_m Now that He ascended, what is it but that

He also descended first into the
lower parts of the earth? He that descended is the same also that ascended up
far above all heavens, m&m;ghgﬁmm ” ( Ephesians 4:7-10)

Now the Old Testament saints are no longer in Sheol, for their price of
sin has been fully paid. Prior to this, their sins were covered, until the Cross.
God being one in character with a perfect plan, has brought together the
deceased Old Testament and New Testament saints into a place called Paradise.

- But, always remember that from Pentecost until the Rapture, these New

Testament saints make up the sum total of the body of Chnst as. the church and
future bride of Christ.
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3. “WOMAN, BEHOLD THY SON!” “BEHOLD THY MOTHER »
(John 19: 26-27)

This is an amazing care and concern that Jesus had for Mary, as He
committeéd her unto John for his tender care and provision. Jesus being the
head of His family, after Joseph died, provided for all the family’s needs as a
carpenter. Now at the cross under tremendous pain and suffocating, Jesus was
still concerned about Mary the mother of His human body, the babe in the
manger.

Isn’t it strange that His half brothers were not the ones He asked to look
after Mary, but rather John? Remember that they were not followers of Jesus
until after the resurrection. The day of Pentecost made it possible for all who

- believed to become members of the Royal family of God. James did became a

believer after the resurrection, and later become a staunch New Testament

- saint. He became a Christian of great authority, used by the Holy Spirit to

write the book of James. (Acts 12:17; Acts 15:13-29; Acts 21:17-18.) Note

- what he wrote. “James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ,” (James

1:1a). James was one of the leaders of the church in the city of Jerusalem.
James also was the leader over the first council,(Acts 15). He had a very
religious background and was a great witness as to the Messiah through the
tribe of Judah. “My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the

‘ Lazd_QLgLer, with respect of persons.” (James 2:1) “Humble yourselves in

Lord, and He shall lift you up.” (James 4:10).
Christ the Eternal Son of God always has tender care for those who are

* His. The first evidence of this was His tender care of them during those 40

days after the resurrection. Then as He was about to ascend into heaven, He'
breathed the Holy Spirit upon His disciple. This was until the day of Pentecost,

- when_they would be born again and indwelt by the Holy Spirit. Note what the

Lord himself says, “And I-will pray the Father, and He shall give you another

- Comforter, that He may abide with you forever; Even the Spirit of truth,

14:16-17).
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~ whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth

Him: but ye know Him; for He dwelleth with you, gn_d_shqthgw ” (John

Oh, the eternal love that Christ has for us to suffer that terrible agony
upon the Cross! That is why we who are Christians can come to Him at any
time for help. “Casting all'your care upon Him; for He careth for you.” (1
Peter 5:7). 'We need to constantly exercise our faith, knowing that it matters
to God concerning each member of that Royal family of God. Mary the
mother of the Incarnate Jesus was supported by the Eternal Son of God, after

‘Joseph died, with His personal care. We could ask, Where were the naturally

born sons of Mary, that Christ had to turn-the care of Mary over to John?
They could not accept Christ to be the Messiah, as young men. It took the
resurrection- of Christ'to prove to them that He was the Etemal Son of God.
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We praise God for the written statements from James, and how the Holy Spirit
used him to write the Book of James. May we just state that the Son of God as
He hung upon the Cross was in full control of the situation and made all
necessary preparations for those who were left behind. Remember also that
God loves us as members of His eternal Royal family with an everlasting love.

4. “MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAST THOU FORSAKEN ME?”
(Matthew 27:46)

The Triune God, being absolutely holy .and without the possibility of
sinning, have an eternal impeccable character, and the Father and the Holy
Spirit had to turn away from the Incarnate. one, when . He took the
responsibility for the sins of the whole world. - o SR

During those hours, when God turned away from- the cross, there was
darkness for three hours over the land of Jerusalem. “Now from the sixth

- hour there was darkness over all the land unto the nmth hour And about the

ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying,. Eli, Eli, la’'ma sabach’thani?

- that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” (Matthew

27:45-46).
There was no one by the side of Chnst as He ‘was burdened w1th total sin.
“But he was wounded for our transgressions; he: was ‘bruised for our

iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with his stripes we
are healed.” (Isaiah 53:5). The holiness of God had to forsake Chnst upon the

" Cross. “But thou art holy, O thou who inhabitest the praise.of Israel.” (Psalm

22:3) The Godhead could not look upon sin in -any form, and the: Son of man
bore our sins as a propitiation before God the Father. . . . . -

We have already studied, about this painful cry.: The spmtual separation
which caused it was greater than all the physical torture. He endured. May I
remind you that it was predicted long before. the crucifixion; in God’s
omniscience. God has always known the end from the. beginning: and He is
sovereign over all. God separated himself from total. sin by. causing the whole

. ‘world to remain in darkness physically and spiritually, for that penod of three

.""“.‘f.1

-Chapter 1

hours.

- The sum total of sin, past, present and future bore d0wn upon our
Redeemer, as He cried out to the Father, “Why hast Thou forsaken me?” God
turned His back away from the member of the Godhead who was paying the
total penalty of sin, removing that barrier, making possible “Whosoever will
may come”! All God’s creation is without excuse before God and “Sin” is no
longer the issue, but rather. M is the issue and. the pivotal point for
eternal life. Therefore the Cross is the culmination in God’s. plan to remove
sin forever! Remember, God does not wish, that one soul should perish and be
cast forever into the Lake of Fire. (2 Peter 3:9). However, 1f mankmd refuses
God’s solution to the sin question then they must face the consequences.
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At the Great White Throne judgement, as the ungodly of all ages stand
before Christ, they will see Him seated upon the throne. It will be then that the
ungodly and self righteous will behold the one that they rejected “Wherefore,
God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is ahaue_mzy
hame, That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven,
and things in earth, and things under the earth, And every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God, the Father.” (Philippians
2:9-11).

5. “I THIRST” (John 19:28)

~ You will recall from the Scriptures that the Holy Spirit recorded in the
Old Testament that such a condition would occur during the crucifixion. “My
strength-is dried up like a potsherd; and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws; and
thou hast brought me into the dust of death.” (Psalm 22:15). This certainly
must have been a terrible experience which our Lord passed through as He
became the sacrifice for total sin. With all' of these terrible things that the
Eternal Son of God went through for us, it should cause us: to reahze how
abhorrent sin is to God.
* Christ the Creator of heaven and earth, suffered of thirst, and was given
vinegar by creatures of His creation. He was the same one who could offer
himself as the living water. The Samaritan woman at the: well heard the Lord

- Jesus Christ’s offer of living water to her. - “Jesus answered and said unto her,

Chapter 1

if thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee; Give me to’

- drink, thou wouldst have asked Him, and He would have given thee living

water.” (John 4:10) The Christ that thirsted upon the. Cross also said, “But
whosoever-drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst, but
the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water. sprmgmg up
into everlasting hfe " (John4:14). -

One day because of the great Divine love for us, that sent Christ to

Calvary’s Cross, we shall enter into that Paradise, fed by the rivers of water,

flowing from the throne of God. “And he shall be like a tree planted by the
rivers of water, that bringeth forth its fruit in its season; its leaf also shall not

-wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.” (Psalm 1:3) In God’s book of
Revelation concermng the eternal Paradise God says through John, “And he

showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, praceedmg out of the
throne of God and of the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it, and on either
side of the tiver, was there the tree of life, which bore twelve kinds of fruits,
and yielded her fruit every month; and the leaves of the tree were for the
healing of the nations.” (Revelation 22:1-2) The fruit of the tree of life that
was forbidden to Adam and Eve is now available to all, because of the Lamb
of God who bore the sins of the whole world, upon Calvary’s Cross. The
Creator of all things that ever were created, subjected himself to such a
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terrible death, to deliver us from the power of death!

6. “IT IS FINISHED”. (John 19:30)

The question arises, “What is finished?” Certainly, Christ was not finished
for He arose the third day, victor! What did He accomplish upon the Cross?
He conquered sin and death, paying the complete debt of the sins of the whole
world. “Jesus saith unto them, My food is to. do the will of Him that sent me,
and to finish His work. Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then
cometh harvest? Behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the

~ fields; for they are white already to harvest.” (John 4:34-35). The work of

the Lord has made possible, for us as believers, to harvest precious souls from
His finished work on the Cross. The Eternal Son of God, as He prayed to the
Father said this, “I have glorified thee on earth; I_}gm_fgmg_lgg_d_w_k
which thou gavest me to do.” (John 17:4). As far as God is concerned, all that
His sovereign will has purposed, is settled forever in the heavenlies. His
immutable personality has been satisfied, and at the Cross the pivotal issue has
been accomplish concerning the plan of the Godhead. “Who hath wrought and
done jt, calling the generations from the beginning? 1, the Lord, the first, and
with the last; I am He.” (Isaiah 41:4). The Cross was the sign. of victory,
rather than defeat and the plan of God was exalted, defeating sin and death

- through the Lord Jesus Christ. The first phase of God’s deliverance and

victory was accomplished at the Cross.
The final blow through the wrath of God will be accomphshed when all

 the forces of evil and ungodliness are cast forever into the Lake of Fire. The

Lord mighty in all of His ways will accomplish His immutable plan. Please

. note in the Book of Revelation that as the last bowl of the wrath of God is

poured out, we read, “And the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air,
and there came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne

saying, It is done.” (Revelation 16:17).

There will be a final blow of the wrath of God but first preparations will
be made. The battle of Armageddon will be fought, preceding the 1,000 year
reign of Jesus Christ in His Kingdom of Righteousness. The final defeat of all

.evil will come after the millennium when Satan is released for a season and

attempts to take Jerusalem with his mighty force of the ungodly. This we
know will be the last stand of evil against Almighty God. “And they went up
on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and
the beloved city; re_cam m God aven, and devoure
them. And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and
brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented
day and night forever and ever.” (Revelation 20:9 & 10)
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- 7. “FATHER, INTO THY HANDS 1 COMMEND MY SPIRIT.

- (Luke 23: 46 )

All plans were being brought to pass exactly asHGod willed. Srnce God is

,Spmt and eternal, we have the testimony of the Son of God as He hung on the

Cross. “And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, He:said, Father, into thy
hands I commend my Spirit, and, having said this, He gave .up.the Spmt

(Luke 23:46) There are some who say that Christ’s, death on the Cross was in
the Spirit’s realm of the greatest importance. This is wrong, for the Word of

‘God says, “And almost alL_thmg.z are by the law. purged with blood, and
ith b :

” (Hebrews 9:22) Christ did not
commend unto the Father a dead spmt, but rather His living Spirit, the second
person of the Trinity. The devil and his fallen angels would.have loved to have
destroyed the second person of the Godhead, if they would have been able to
do so. Praise God, Christ was fully protected from the onslaughts .of the evil
ones as He hung upon the Cross. His task was accomplished, .as both the
sacrificer and the sacrlflce God the Father accepted HIS Son s blood
atonement. ,

What lesson can we learn from thls statement of Chnst? There is much to
be learned and believed by what Christ said. May we list some of the
important facts from, “Father, into thy hands I commend my Spmt ”

- 1. ';Chnst could not dne in the realm of the spmt (John 4 24)

2. As concermng the fallen angels, there is no redemptlon poss1b1e for
- them. (Hebrews 2:16-17; ‘Hebrews 9:22). -

3, zOur redemptlon is through the shed blood on Calvary s Cross
(Revelation 5:9) ;

4, . Christ was 100% God and 100% man w1thout the possrblhty of
~ sinning. |
| (1 John 3. 5)

5, fGod the Father lard upon Christ’s physrcal body, the sum n total of all
. sin. (Isaiah 53:6) .

6. God had to become Incarnate in order to save our souls :

- (Galatlans4 4-5) ¥ Py

7. . The remission of sins only comes by an unpeccable physrcal body.
| ( 1 John 3:5)
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These seven last sayings of Christ upon the Cross are the most significant,
with tremendous meaning. May it help each of us to realize the great cost
which the Triune God was willing to endure for you and for me. It was God’s
perfect way of adopting us into the Royal family of God. It also made the

- necessary preparations for the marriage of the Lamb to those who are born of

God the Holy Spirit and indwelt with Him for eternity. “Behold, what manner
of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the children

of God: therefore , the world knoweth us not, because it knew Him not.

Beloved now are we the children of God, and it doth not yet appear what we

- shall be, but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we

shall see Him as He is. And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth

‘ hzmself even as He is pure.” (1 John 3:1-3). Because Christ bore the total of

sin upon the Cross, it makes possible a limitless atonement. “For whosoever
shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” (Romans 10:13). God
provides, and now each mdmdual must decide, as to what they will do with

_Jesus'

. THE PROPHETIC SHADOW REVEALED.

- God in His omniscience had contemplated the Cross with all its severity,
so that we nnght realize the terribleness of sin in His domain. As the Old
Testament gives us the shadow of this death upon the Cross, it does so as a
figure, portraying its cruelty. As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
showing a symbol of the poison of the serpent, the Eternal Son of God had to

" become the sin bearer, and paying the debt for the sum total of sin. The

various forms of sacrifices for sins also had to be demonstrated, showing the
necessity that without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sin.
(Hebrews 9:22.) This was all preliminary to the supreme sacrifice of the
Eternal Son of God, to not merely cover sin, but to remove it through the
death of the Lamb of God. “Surely He hath borne our griefs, and carried our
sorrows; yet we did esteem Him stricken, smitten of God, and aﬂhcted He
was wounded for our transgressions, He was brutsed for our iniquities; the
chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and

_ (Isaiah 53:4-5) This declaration of the punishment of the Son of God was
thoroughly presented in the Old Testament, long before Calvary’s Cross. The

Old Testament saints , by faith, offered up these animal sacrifices as a shadow
of the perfect Lamb of God.

C. THE PROPHETIC MESSIANIC M UIREMENTS DEMANDED IT.

- ‘Chapter1 -

* Since God cannot tolerate sin in any form, “thoilght, word or deed”,
provision had to be made by our holy God to remove sin forever from His

creation. No one on earth could be found to remove the barrier of sin between
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God and man. It would take the payment for sin by one who was sinless. That
requirement was met through the Messianic hope.

In order to remove this sin barrier, God Himself had to provide a means,
and that through a form of man, like unto himself. The seed of the woman was
chosen through which God could enter into His creation and remove sin once
and forever. Since mankind became “Totally Depraved” through sin, God had
to enter the human race by a conception by God the Holy Spirit, to become
totally available. This was the beginning of the spiritual battle upon this earth.
“And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and
her seed; He shall bruise thy head , and thou shalt bruise His heel.” (Genesis
3:15)

God had made preparation for this before sin ever existed, since He
knows all things even before they come to pass. Within the Triune Godhead,
God the Father planned so great salvation, God the Son provided it, and God
the Holy Spirit proves it.

God the Son then took upon himself a form of man, even before the
foundations of the world. It was the Lord Jesus Christ who walked in the cool
of the evening with Adam and Eve, it was the Lord Jesus Christ who became
King/Priest in the city of Salem, taking the name of Melchizedek. It is true
that when the Messiah entered into this world he experience every type of
human temptation and suffering possible yet He never sinned. “Forasmuch as
ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver and
gold, from your vain manner of life received by tradition from your fathers,
but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemtsh. and

. without spot, Who verzly was e
world, but was manifest in these last times for you.” (1 Peter 1:18-20). From
“these brief references, we must conclude that it took the very Son of God to
make possible the bruising of the head of the serpent as well as the removing
~ of sin forever from the presence of God’s future creations. God has
thoroughly declared the necessity of providing this marvelous salvation for the
removal of sin forever.

II. DECLARATION OF THE CROSS AND THE NECESSITY.

The Lord Jesus Christ clalmmg victory as He hung upon the Cross, crymg out, “It
is Finished,” was the turning point in history. It changed from a mere covering of the
individual sins through the blood sacrifices of animals, to the supreme sacrifice of the
Eternal Son of God. The moment Jesus died on the cross the veil in the temple was torn
from top to bottom s1gmfy1ng that access is now available into the Holy of Hollies to all
who believe. Christ is our great high priest and He presented His blood to the Father for
the remission of our sins, once and forever! This was necessary to remove the curse of
sin, which demanded the supreme perfect and impeccable sacrifice through death.
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A.

THE CURSE OF SIN DEMANDED IT.

This whole earth is under the curse of sin and it is in mourning, until that
curse is lifted during the Millennium reign of Christ. “The earth also is
defiled under the inhabitants thereof; because they have transgressed the laws,
changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant. Therefore hath the
curse devoured the earth, and they that dwell therein are desolate; therefore,
the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few men left.” (Isaiah 24:5-6).
This curse could only be removed by God himself, for all mankind has sinned
and came short of the glory of God. Sin demanded the death penalty and only
God himself could fulfill those requirements and live. “And you hath he made
alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins; In which in times past ye walked
according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of
the air, the spirit that now worketh in the sons of disobedience;” (Ephesians
2:1-2) :

The whole human race has been cursed by sin, and death has reigned
because of sin, therefore in order to rejuvenate the human race, the curse of
sin had to be removed. The laws of God had to be satisfied, and the Lamb of
God had to die. Since we could not redeem ourselves or pay the debt of sin
and live, God the Father sent His only begotten Son to become the sin bearer
for us, removing the curse of sin. “For this cause I bow my knees unto the
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family in heaven and

- earth is named,” (Ephesians 3:14-15) Through the Cross of Christ, God has

- removed the curse and provided us with this newness of life. God has

‘Chapter 1

exchanged the curse of sin with Christ’s love within! “That He would grant
you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might by His
Spirit in the inner man; That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that
ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend, with all
saints, what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height, and to know the
love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the
fullness of God.” (Ephesians 3:16-19)

THE LAWS OF GOD REQUIRED IT.

God is immutable, and is the same yesterday, today and forever, and
cannot be altered or changed in any way. Therefore the total sum of God’s
laws must be maintained. The atonement for our sins had to be met to fulfill
God’s character. That is why God the Father had to turn his back upon His
very own Eternal Son as He hung upon the Cross, for our sins. The laws of
God are perfect and requires restitution when broken. That is why God sent
His only Begotten Son to be the fulfillment of the law in our stead. “For God
sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world
through Him might be saved.” (John 3:17). God has poured out His wrath
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against sin, that He might show to us His hatred of sin , and His great love
toward us. “What if God, willing to show His wrath and to make His power
known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to
destruction; And that He might make known the riches of His glory on the
vessels of mercy, which He had before prepared unto glory,” (Romans 9:22-
23). God is like a potter and we are like his clay. God desires to make us into
. vessels well pleasing in His sight. God loved us so that He was willing to send
His Eternal Son to the Cross to redeem us from the law of sin and death.
Christ fulfilled the law of God and paid the penalty of sin through His death.

C. THE LAMB OF GOD ENDURED IT.

Suffering upon the Cross was the most painful that one could suffer, and
through the Cross, God has revealed to us the most cruel means of death in
order to show unto us the evilness of sin. For the Lamb of God endured the
Cross in order to justify those who believed.. “For the preachmg of the cross is
to them that perish foolishness; but unto us who are saved it is the power of
God.” (1 Corinthians 1:18). We look to the Lamb of God who has taken away
the penalty of all of our sins. “Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of

our faith, who for the Joy that was set before him, endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.”

(Hebrews 12:2). The Lamb of God laid aside His eternal glory for a moment,
so that we too could be partakers of the glory of God, making us new
. creatures, having endured the shame of the Cross. “And you, being dead in
your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath He made alive together
with him, having forgtven you all trespasses, blotting out the handwriting of
ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the.

way, nailing it to His cross; And, having spoiled prmc:palztzes and powers, He
made a show of them openly, triumphing over them in it.” (Colossians 2:13-

~ 15). Christ has conquered death and hell and one day both shall be cast into
the Lake of Fire to burn with an eternal fire. “And death and hades were cast
into the lake of fire. This is the second death.” (Revelation 20:14). May we be
reminded that this second death is different from the first death in that it
becomes a conscious death. It will be a 11v1ng death with God’s contmual wrath
bemg poured out upon it.

II1. THE ,REVELATION OF THE CROSS AND IT’S ULTIMATE AIM.

The Cross was one of the worst types of death to face with a gradual suffocation.
However, God with His plan to rid sin forever from His vast domain chose the most
cruel type of death to show to us the awfulness of sin. As Christ laid down His life for
the penalty of total sin, so He was able to take it again. (John 10:18.) This was not a
defeat but rather a dethronement of sin and all evil forces forever. God in His
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sovereignty went to the Cross to claim victory over sin and provide eternal life to
“Whosoever Will”.

A.

Chapter 1

THE CRUELTY OF THE CROSS SECURED IT.

As has been previously stated that hanging on the cross is one of the most
cruel forms of death, gradually strangling the victim to death with extreme
pain. We have describe the prophetic reference to this from (Psalm 22). One
can hardly imagine being stretched out to such an extent that your bones are
all out of joint, being torn asunder. That is what the Creator of heaven and
earth endured for us, that we might be freed from the penalty of sin and of
death. The Triune God wants us to understand the terribleness of sin and
rebellion against God. God was w1lhng to endure all of this that He might
redeem us from the slave market of sin. “Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise
Hzm, He hath put Him to grief. When thou shalt make his soul an offering for
sin, He shall see His seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the
Lord shall prosper in his hand. He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall
be satisfied; by hlS knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many, for He

ties.” (Isaiah 53:10-12).

God the Father was pleased with the results of that cruel Cross, rather
than the method of obtaining those results. This Cross upon which our Lord
shed His blood is not an emblem to be worshiped. It is the tool that God used
to provide eternal life to everyone who believes and accepts the gift of God.
Praise God we who believe, have been set free from the law of sin and death.
“Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus, Who, being in the
form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God, But made himself
of no reputation, and took upon him Mm_qta_s_emnt, and was made in
the likeness of men; And, being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself
and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.” (Philippians 2:5-
8). That debt of sin has been fully paid by the Incarnate Son of God upon the
Cross. Every believer has been set free from the penalty of sin and has
become a new creature in Christ Jesus, because of the Cross.

. THE BETRAYAL AT THE CROSS.

It was for the purpose of removing the barrier of sin that Christ came
into the world. Had there been any other way by which He could have
redeemed us from the world of sin, God would have used it. Christ endured
the Cross, and was mindful of His very own until His life was given for our
sins.

He knew that He would be betrayed by Judas Iscariot, who was a tool in
Satan’s hand from the very beginning. He knew that Peter would betray Him
three times over, and that all the disciples would scatter for fear of their
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enemies. There was none that stood by the Lord, as He suffered alone upon the
Cross. “Be not far from me; for trouble is near; for

Many bulls have compassed me; strong bulls of Bashan have beset me
round.They gaped upon me with their mouths, like a ravening and roaring
lion. I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint: my heart is

like wax; it is melted within me.” (Psalm 22:11-14). Christ died of a broken

heart as water and blood poured forth from His wounded side. (John 19:34.)
This according to medical authorities is a sign of a broken heart. Yes, Jesus

- died of a broken heart, suffering alone, when even God the Father had to turn

away from Him. =

. Yes it was alone that the Lord Jesus Christ gave Hls all that we may share
His eternal wealth throughout eternity. It was not a light thing that God the
Father and God the Holy Spirit had to forsake the second Person of the

- Trinity, as He bore the sins of the whole world. This was all endured by the

Godhead, because of the eternal accomplishment which was at stake. The
Triune God was dealing with the sin question once and forever! The New
Heavens and the New Earth will be eternally freed from the poss1b1hty of sin
occurring again. God will usher in _Ey_e:lasgng_&gmg_onsnes_s_ where sin will
be no more. (Daniel 9:24.) What a day of rejoicing that will be! We have
been set free from the penalty of sin and the power of sin, and one day from

. the very presence of sm

-THE RESULTS THROUGH THE CROSS.

The Lord Jesus Christ-was willing to suffer, bleed and die in order to
remove the sin barrier between the believing saints and God. John the Baptist
declared Him as the Lamb of God that taketh away the sins of the world. The
results of the crucifixion upon the Cross has provided us with redemption
from the penalty of sin, and God the Holy Spirit has been given to us so that
we can overcome sin in our lives. “For God so loved the world, that he gave

- his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but

have everlasting life.” (John 3:16). God had, through the Cross of Calvary
provided us this newness of life, making us new creatures in Christ Jesus.
“Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life; no man cometh
unto the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6). “Jesus saith unto her, I am the
resurrection and the life; he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet
shall’ he live. And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.
Believest thou this?” (John 11:25-26). These are strong statements, and they
were spoken by the Eternal Son of God who went to the Cross to die alone.

What we do about those words makes the difference between life and death.

Christ as the Messiah is God’s answer and cure of all sin, except the sin of

: rejectlon

- Chapter1

. The religions of the world can pomt to a grave where their religious
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leaders were buried or burned, but we point to a tomb that is empty. Our
Savior arose, conquering death and hell and offers to those who believe, a
place in Paradise.
- 'May I further remind you that there is no other way into the heavenly
home, but by the Eternal Son of God, who is the way, the truth and the life.
God sent forth the prophets in past times to prepare the way for the coming of
His Son. “God, who at sundry times and in diverse manners spoke in time past
unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by His
Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also He made the
worlds. Who, being the brightness of His glory, and the express image of his
person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by
himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.”
(Hebrews 1:1-3).

Those that reject the Lord Jesus Christ as their personal Savior will have
to acknowledge Christ as the Eternal Son of God before they are cast into the

Lake of Fire and Brimstone. “Wherefore, God hath highly exalted Him, and

given him a name which is above every name, That at the name of Jesus, every
knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the
earth. And every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory
of God, the Father.” (Philippians 3:9-11). For those of us who have believed
in the Lord as the Eternal Son of God, we joyfully have confessed to His

saving grace. However those who have rejected Him as their Savior will one
day have to accept Him as their Sovereign! That will take place when they
stand before “The Great White Throne.” Every knee shall bow and every

- tongue will confess that He is the Eternal Son of God. Then, because they fall

- short of the glory of God, and they have rejected Jesus, they will be cast into

- the Lake of Fire and remain there forever, tormented in a living death.
- “Therefore, we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we

have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. For if the word spoken by
angels was steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a ]ust
recompense of reward, Ho

which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us
by them that heard him. God also bearing them witness, both with signs and

‘wonders, and with diverse miracles and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to

his own will?” (Hebrews 2:1-4). :

As I close this discussion on the reallty of the Cross in it’s past
revelations, may we be mindful of the impact that it should have on each of us
as we are led by the Holy Spirit. May I remind you that we do not worship the
emblem of the cross, but rather the Eternal Son of God who gave his life a
ransom for many. It cost God the Father a tremendous price, to send His Son

- to the Cross for the remission of our sins. May we take heed to God’s Word.

“This, then, is the message which we have heard of Hzm, and declare unto you

.- that God is light, ......But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have

Chapter 1
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fellowsth one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son,cleanseth us
from all sin.” (1 John 1:5-7).

As I close our study on the proclamatlon declaration and revelation of
the Cross, may I remind you to focus your attention upon the one who died on
the Cross for your sins and my sins. We were dead in trespasses and sins, but
God had an everlasting love for us and exercised His Divine Grace for us
through the Cross of Calvary. I thank God for so great a salvation and that
Calvary covers it all!

“Oh the love that drew salvation’s plan,
.. Oh the Grace that brought it down to man, -
Oh the mtghty gulf that God did span at Calvary’ ”

| “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal lzfe through
Jesus Christ, our Lord.” (Roman 6:23). “For all have sinned, and come short
of the glory of God, Being justified freely by His Grace. through the

- redemptzon that is in Christ Jesus, Whom God hath set forth to be a

propmatlon through faith in His blood, to declare His righteousness for the

‘remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; To declare, I

say, at this time His righteousness, that He might be just, and the justifier of

. him who believeth in Jesus. Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what

law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith. Therefore we. conclude that a

 man is justified by faith without the deeds of the:law..Is He the . God of the

Jews only? Is He not also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also: Seemg itis
one God, which shall justify the circumcision by faith, and the uncircumcision

_through faith. Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: Yea,

. we establish the law.” (Romans 3:23-26). ' May each of our lives be. so yielded

- unto God that we will allow our Almighty God to mold and make us after His

will. We cannot add to our salvation, but we can certainly manifest to God our

- appreciation of our salvation all because of the finished work on Calvary. May

we as believers of the Royal family of God, dedicate our life to the service of
our soon coming King of kings and Lord of lords. May I also remind you that

- we, who are like lost sheep, were sought by our Savior, that Great Shepherd.

Chapter 1

hymn

We have been found and brought into the fold of -God to enjoy the blessings of
God throughout eternity. I leave you at this moment w1th that marvelous

SINCE THE SAVIOR FOUND ME

SlNCE THE SAVIOR FOUND ME, PARDON ALL MY SINS
- THAVE HAD THE JOY AND LIVING HOPE WITHIN;
. GONEIS ALL THE SHAME AND SORROW OF THE PAST
. THEY’RE UNDERNEATH THE PRECIOUS BLOOD OF CHRIST AT LAST.
: .SINCE THE SAVIOR FOUND ME ALL TO HIM I OWE
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FOR HIS PRECIOUS BLOOD HAS WASHED ME WHITE AS SNOW;
: NOW NO CONDEMNATION, HAPPY AS CAN BE,
I’'M GLAD THAT JESUS JUSTIFIES AND SETS ME FREE.

SINCE THE SAVIOR FOUND ME I HAVE PERFECT REST,
LIVING IN THE REALMS OF JOY AND HAPPINESS;
LEANING ON MY SAVIOR, LOOKING FOR THAT DAY,
WHEN HE SHALL COME TO CATCH HIS WAITING BRIDE AWAY.

SAVED, SAVED, SAVED, I'M HAPPY ON THE WAY;
SAVED, SAVED, SAVED, I LOVE HIM MORE EACH DAY;
SAVED, SAVED, SAVED, ] KNOW HE'’S MINE EACH HOUR;
HE SAVES AND KEEPS AND SANCTIFIES ME BY HIS POWER.

GOD’S DIVINE LOVE IS MADE AVAILABLE TO ALL.

The Eternal Son of God suffered for the sins of the whole world, and all
of mankind have no excuse whatsoever before God. “The Lord is not slack
concerning His promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to
us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that gll should come to
repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9) God has provided a way of escape for every soul
born into this world with a limitless atonement. Salvation is full and free, all
because of the Cross of Calvary. “For Christ also hath once suffered for sins,
the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the
flesh, but quickened by the Spirit: By which also He went and preached unto

‘the spirits in prison; Which sometime were disobedient, when once the
- suffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was preparing
" wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water.” (1 Peter 3:18-20) 1t

was Christ as He gave Himself a ransom for our sins upon the Cross that
made poss1ble His descent into Sheol and led captivity captive. Christ preached

- unto those saints in Sheol, among who were the eight souls saved from the

flood, and others also who made light of the Ark. We do not have a clear
picture of all that happened then, but we do have God’s Word that Christ was
there, as He conquered death. Praise God, as the thief on the cross was
promised a place in Paradise, so we know that all who will put their trust in
the Lord will be present in Paradise with the Lord.

God loved us with an everlasting love, before we were bom' I cannot
understand all of the mighty power of God, but He is Alpha and Omega, the
beginning and the end. He is omniscient and knows the end from the
beginning. While we were dead in trespasses and sins, Christ died in our stead
that we might live forever in the presence of God. “For even hereunto were
ye called: because Christ also suﬁered for us, leaving us an example, that ye
should follow His steps: Who did no sin, néither was guile found in His mouth;
Who, when He was reviled, reviled not again; when He suffered, He
threatened not; but committed himself to Him that judgeth righteously: Who
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9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

15.
16.

His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, being dead to
sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.” (1
Peter 2:21-24). ‘

QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER ONE.

What is your understanding of the meaning of the Cross?
Explain (Numbers 21:6-8); in the light of (John 3:13-15).

Why did God the Father have to turn away from His Son, when dying on the
Cross?

When did the Godhead plan to have the second person of the Trinity to die on the
Cross? | |

Compare (Psalm 22) with the actual crucifixion éccount in the New Testament.
(Matthew 27)

Explain briefly the “Seven Last Sayings of Christ”.
(Luke 23.'3_4; 23:43; John 19:26-27; Matthew 27:46; John 19:28-30; Luke 23:46).

What do we learn about the Spi;'itual life from the Bible?

In the Incarnation of Christ, how much is He Deity and how much humanity?
Give some Old Testament illustrations leading up to the crucifixion.

Write a thesis on (Isaiah 53:4-5).

Explain (Genesis 3:15).

Explain (1 Peter 1:18-20).

Explain (Isaiah 24:5-6).

What protection do we have as New Testament saints against»the prince of the
power of the air? (Ephesians 3:16-19.)

Write an eséay on, “God’s Law Requires Obedience”.

Explain (Romans 9:22-23).
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17.
| 18.
19.
20.
21.
22,
23.

24.

‘Write an éssay on, “The Lamb Of God”.

What caused Christ to “Endure the Cross”?

Explain (Isaiah 53:10-12).

Give some Scripture examples of “Christ Forsaken At the Cross”.

Give some Scriptural results through the Cross of Christ.
Why was it necessary for Divinity to pay the full price of sin?

What can we, who receive forgiveness of sin, do in apprecmtlon

. of so great salvation?

What was the purpose of Jesus the Son of God endunng the crucifixmn the
- cruelest form of death, for our sins? .
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[THE MEANING OF TI#]ZE CROSSl
There had to be a specific ¢ reason for the Godhead to propose such a death on the
Cross. The Triune God had to love the creation of man very much, because the breath
of life was given to him, makmg him a living soul. We were not created as mere
animals driven by instinct, but rather we were created as free moral agents. In the
previous chapter we have discussed the results of the Cross, which removed the barrier

of sin, but we may ask, “Why did God wish to reclaim fallen man, and not fallen
angels?” Well, we will consider this question in this chapter.

I. THE DEMAND OF THE CROSS FOR RESTITUTION.

God’s written law stated, “The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” That is a definite
statement, based upon the character of God. Restitution has not been made for the
angels that sinned and we may ask, Why not? To answer that, a thorough study would
need to be made on “Angelology.” Since in this study we are primarily interested in
mankind, and Goq s revelations dealing with mankind, our emphasis will be upon man.
However, suffice it to say that the angels. were not deceived about the nature of God, but
were fully aware of the character of God when they sinned. They were in the presence
of God in the heavenlies as free spmtual beings. They were without excuse when they
followed Lucifer in his rebellion against God. Man did not actually rebel, but he was
deceived by the serpent. who told him that he would become like God. May I also add
that without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sins, and angels do not have
blood as we do. May I alsq say that, the Triune God had a supreme purpose for creating
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mankind. Creating man became God’s method in dealing with total sin once and
forever, and to bring in everlasting righteousness. (Daniel 9:24.)

Primarily, as we have discussed the necessity of the Cross as portrayed in the Old
Testament, the truth of God’s dealing with sin is clearly observed. Someone was needed
to die to remove the sin barrier, who could reclaim the life laid down at the Cross. The
only one available and capable of doing this was the Triune God. God alone could make
restitution for the sins of the world and provide the gift of eternal life. God could have
had His Son die some other type of death, but this very cruel type of death was chosen.
It was God’s way of showing the terribleness of sin, with a great price to be paid, to
remove sin from God’s domain forever and ever. It cost the very Eternal Son of God
the agony of the Cross to free us from the penalty of sin. We were purchased out from
the slave market of sin by the precious blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. The full wages
of sin was completely paid for at the Cross, but we must accept this gift of salvation
from God as fully paid for at the Cross. “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves, M_ng;ft_g&ad Not of works, lest any man should boast.

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath
before ordained that we should walk in them.”(Ephesians 2: 8-10).

A. THE WAGES OF SIN PAID AT THE CROSS.

The Word of God clearly states, “For all have sinned, and come short of
the glory of God.”(Romans 3: 23). This is all inclusive and no human bemg is
exempt from this condemnation. We also read, “For the wages of sin is
~ death, ”(Romans 6: 23a). This judgement is based upon the absolute holiness of
_the Godhead. This law cannot be changed and an act of sin requires the

) Judgement of death. Our restitution must be activated by one in a human
body, since sin has been committed by a human bemg This- demands either the
death and eternal damnation of all individuals, since all have sinned and come
short of the glory of God. Or, else a perfect sacrifice must be found as a
substitute for the sinners. That was all worked out by the Godhead in their
omniscience, and the second person of the Trinity was chosen to be both the

- sacrificer and the sacrifice.

. The death penalty was declared to Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden,
if they partook of the tree of good and evil within the garden. “And the Lord
God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden 1o till it and to keep it.
And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden
thou mayest freely eat; But of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, thou
shalt not eat of it;-for in that day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely
die:"(Genesis 2: 15-17). This tree of good and evil was specifically placed in
the garden of Eden as a test of obedience of man to his Creator. Adam was not

" an ignorant or uninformed creature, but was the sum total of all the wisdom

+ " of all of his prodigy. God has not only made him a very mtelhgent person, but
. also ‘provided him with a perfect language. Adam was made in the image of
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God. (Genesis 1: 27). “And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the
ground. and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a
living soul.” (Genesis 2: 7). This first man Adam was given such intelligence
that God could have him give names to all living creatures. (Genesis 2:19-20).
Who of us could name and retain all the names of the creatures which God
created? We cannot even know all the names of these creatures, let alone
retain them, having been named for us. :
What was the result when Adam and Eve took of the forbidden fruit?

They died as God said that they would! They died spiritually immediately and
died physically eventually. This death has passed to all of us, by one man’s sin,
and praise God by one man’s obedience we can be made new creatures. We
have inherited a totally depraved nature from Adam and eternal death is the
obvious result. However, God’s grace is our ever present help, for which we
can praise God forever more. “For the wages of sin is death,

God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Romans 6: 23).
Therefore, it is by the grace of God that we qualify to become members of the
Royal family of God. May we by the grace of God, live up to the high calling
given to us through the Lord Jesus Christ.

THE SHED BLOOD FOR SIN POURED OUT AT THE CROSS.

That glft from God cost God His very own eternal Son, to become our
Redeemer “And almost all things are by the law purged with blood, and
: ” (Hebrews 9: 22).- God is

| always reasonable and nghteous in Hls Judgements and is always ready to

show His mercy, removing the penalty in a just and holy manner. “Come now,

- and let us reason together, sqith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they

shall be as white as snow, though they be red like crimson, they shall be as
wool.” (Isaiah 1: 18). This process can only take place, when the shed blood
of Christ upon Calvary washes away our sins. Our personal works, be they
ever so great, cannot wash away our sins. Nothing but the blood of Jesus can
cleanse and make us whole. “Who hath delivered us from the power of
darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of His dear Son; In whom

- we have W&MLM even the forgiveness of sins.’

Chapter 2

(Colossians 1: 13-14). 1t is only the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ that

“availeth before the throne of God. Grace, mercy and peace can only be

obtained because of the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ on-Calvary’s
Cross. Christ is our Passover, and when God the Father saw the blood of His
Eternal Son, which washed away our sins, the angel of death passes over our
lives. “Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh away our sins!” Nothing else is
capable of removing sins from our lives, but the precious blood of the Lord
Jesus Christ. We all have nothing in our lives worthy or capable. of removing
the terribleness of sin from us. Christ alone has completely..removed the
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C.

penalty of sin, making us acceptable to God the Father. We can only sing that
glonous hymn, “Nothing but the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.”

NOTHING BUT THE BLOOD

WHAT CAN WASH AWAY MY SIN?
NOTHING BUT THE BLOOD OF JESUS;
WHAT CAN MAKE ME WHOLE AGAIN?
NOTHING BUT THE BLOOD OF JESUS.

NOTHING CAN FOR SIN ATONE
NOTHING BUT THE BLOOD OF JESUS;
NOUGHT FOR GOOD THAT I HAVE DONE

- NOTHING BUT THE BLOOD OF JESUS.

THIS IS ALL MY HOPE AND PEACE
NOTHING BUT THE BLOOD OF JESUS;

THIS IS ALL MY RIGHTEOUSNESS .
NOTHING BUT THE BLOOD OF JESUS.

GRACE, MERCY, AND PEACE THROUGH THE CROSS.

God is not a respecter of persons, but He is a respecter of the person of
the Lord Jesus Christ. We have discovered that without the shed blood of the
Lord Jesus there is no forgiveness of sins. The unpardonable sin is the
rejection of the only Redeemer, sent from God the Father to give His life a
ransom for all. This salvation offered by God -the Father through His Son -
cannot be substituted with good works in any fashion or form. “For by grace
are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God -

- Not of works, lest any man should boast.” (Ephesians 2: 8-9). That does not

Chapter2

mean that we abstain from good works, but rather to realize that our
justification before God is based upon the finished work of Christ upon the
Cross. May we remember, “For we are hip, cr
Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk
in them.” (Ephesians 2: 10). Our lives as Chiristians should be led by God the
Holy Spirit, walking in the light of the Bible. “But if we walk in the light, as
He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another , and the blood of Jesus
Christ, His Son, cleanseth us from all sin.” (1 John 1: 7). - |

When God’s grace is applied, based upon the merits of God the Father’s
Eternal Son, then are we the recipients of God’s mercy. according the
personality of the Godhead. Sin can never be by passed or excused, for it must
be dealt with at the Cross of Calvary. When mercy is applied to our life
through Christ then we have confidence and peace. “But now in Christ Jesus
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ye who were once far off are made near by the blood of Christ. For He is our
peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of
partition between us.” (Ephesians 2: 13-14). It is marvelous and glorious to
know that “Whosoever will may come”, to the throne of Grace and receive
God’s mercy, creating a lasting peace within our souls. God desires to have
His creatures to be filled with the glory of himself. “That Christ may dwell in
your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able
to comprehend, with all saints, what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and
height, And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye

might be filled with all the fullness of God.” (Ephesians 3: 17-19).

- II. THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE CROSS FOR RECONCILIATION.

God never by passes His standards of righteousness, and cannot look upon sin in
any form to justify anyone. Sin had to be dealt with and dealt with permanently. That is
why no substitute could qualify to remove the barrier of sin, except the Godhead. There
was a need for us to be reconciled to God and that could only be possible by the penalty
for sin being paid. That is why the penalty of the sin of the whole world had to be met
in death. Who could pay that death and conquer death through a resurrection? It was
only God himself that could meet this requirement, which was settled once and forever
at the Cross. .

A.

.Chapter 2.

SEPARATION UNTO GOD.

Reconciliation to God can only come by the penalty of sin being removed.
“But God commended His love toward us in that, while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us. Much more then, being now justified by_f_ILLhLQQd, we shall
be saved from wrath through Him. For if, when we were enemies, we were
reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more, bemg reconciled, we
shall be saved by His life. And not only so, but we also joy in God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the reconciliation.”
(Romans 5: 8-11).

Through the Cross of Christ, we not only have obtained, Grace, Mercy,
and Peace with God, but have come into God’s favor and love as a friend.
Being made a new creature in Christ Jesus, we need to realize that our life
style should change. We are now the temple of the living God, and
admonished not to be conformed to this world system. (Romans 12: 2). ” And
what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? For ye are the temple of
the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I
will be their God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore, come out from
among them., and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean
thing; and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be
my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.” (2 Corinthians 6: 16-18).
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This is a tremendous statement from Almighty God and it should behoove us
to want to live a life well pleasing to our Heavenly Father. With confidence,
we as the saints of God can look forward to that day, when we not only have

- God the Holy Spirit dwelling within us but we shall see our Savior face to face

and be like Him. (1 John 3:1-3.) “And I heard a great voice out of heaven
saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with
them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with them, and
be their God.” (Revelation 21: 3).

THE BARRIER OF SIN,

Since we are children of light and have become new creatures in Christ,
adopted into the Royal family of God, our whole mode of life should be
changed. We are in this world, but not of it. We desire to be well pleasing
with God, therefore we should walk worthy of the high calling in Christ Jesus.
As we live this spiritual life, we are also confronted with the old fleshly life,
the world as well as the devil. We know that we will some day stand before
the Judgement seat of Christ, for rewards, according to our faithfulness to
Him.

We also are aware that in this world we still have the sin nature and
constantly must come before the Throne of Grace, to be cleansed from sin. If
we neglect the provision which God has made, for cleansing (I John 1:9), we
not only grieve the Holy Spirit, but lose our fellowship with Almighty God.
This barrier of sin must be removed by acknowledging our sins, in thought,
word and deed, for God is faithful to forgive us and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. This is a continual process until the Rapture, when we will
receive our glorified bodies. “Let not sin, therefore, reign in your mortal
body, that ye should obey it in its lusts. Neither yield ye your members
instruments of unrighteousness unto sin, but yield yourselves unto God, as
those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of
righteousness unto God. For sin shall not have the dominion over you, for ye
are not under law but under grace.” (Romans 6: 12-14).

As sons and daughters of God, and of the Royal family of God, if we let
sin reign in our mortal bodies, we become like a prodigal son. We then find
ourselves living in the miry clay, when we could be rejoicing, and living in

‘the blessings of God. Christ has removed the barrier of sin at the Cross and

we certainly do not want to be cut off from the sweet fellowship of God. This
does not mean that ones loses eternal life, but rather that ones loses the crown
or reward as a faithful Christian. When sin reigns in our bodies, all of our
works become as wood, hay and stubble and they will be destroyed at the
judgement seat of Christ. Fellow believer, do not let sin reign in your mortal
body! Always remember that your body belongs to God and it is the temple of
God the Holy Spirit. .
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C.

Chapter 2

RECONCILIATION BEFORE GOD.

We know that one day, God will dwell with us, as Emmanuel. We shall
see our Savior face to face and be like Him in a glorified body. God has given
us the guarantee of this newness of life by giving us a new birth by the Holy
Spirit, who continues to remain within us throughout eternity to come. “But
the anointing which ye have received of Him abideth in you, and ye need not
that any man teach you; but as the same anointing teacheth you of all thmgs,
and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in
Him.” (1 John 2: 27). This refers to God the Holy Spirit, dwelling within you,
who will guide you into all truth. That does not mean that you refuse to be
taught by other saints of God. It means that as you study the Word of God and
exchange Biblical truths with others, that you should constantly be under the
teaching of the Holy Spirit, who dwells within you.

In order to be reconciled by God, you must obtain that reconc1hat10n
through the sacrificial blood from the Cross. Through Christ the Son of God,
we have become friends of God the Father. “For verily He took not on him
the nature of angels, but He took on him the seed of Abraham. Wherefore, in
all things it behooved Him to be made like his brethren, that He might be a
merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to_make
mmmmmmgms_aﬂhaml@ ” (Hebrews 2: 16-17). The only way
that we can be reconciled to God is through the death of the Lord Jesus Christ
on the Cross. “Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he is a new creation; old
things are passed away, behold, all things are becoming new. And all things
are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given
us the ministry of reconciliation; To wit, that God was in Christ reconciling
the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them, and hath
committed unto us the word of reconciliation. Now, then, we are ambassadors
for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us; we beg you in Christ’s stead,

be ye reconciled to God. For He hath made Him, who knew no sin, to be sin

that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.” (2
Corinthians 5: 17-21).

Accordmg to the Word of God, it is very clear that reconciliation before
God is by grace through the Lord Jesus Christ. It is the Eternal Son of God in
whom the Father is well pleased and He becomes the propitiation for our sins
in becoming sin on the Cross in our stead. There is no other name, past,
present or future, where by we can be reconciled to God the Father. Let us
look a little more in extent to find the results of the cross toward our
salvation.

Remember that as God pald the debt of sin that He also wants to remove it
forever from His new creation. This will take place in the fullness of time,
accordlng to the sovereignty of God. Time is never an issue with God for He
is from eternity past and He will be forever throughout eternity to come. We
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have previously discussed the results of the Cross from God’s viewpoint, now
let’s review the results of the cross for our personal benefit.

III. THE RESULTS OF THE CROSS FOR SALVATION.

The Cross of Christ not only removed the barrier of sin, but it also had other
benefits to us. God could have removed the sin question and let us continue in a human
fashion, but He went far beyond this with our wonderful salvation. Let’s now review
what God has completely accomplished in our behalf.

A.

Chapter 2

RESTORED TO GOD AS NEW CREATURES.

Whatever process it takes to bring the message of salvation to those who
are dead in trespasses and sins, we are interested in the final results, that they
may become new creatures in Christ Jesus.

To many, who as novices read the Word about the crucifixion of Christ
upon the Cross, it may seem that somewhere God lost control of the whole
situation. However, Christ was sent to this earth to establish the kingdom of
righteousness. God in His omniscience was aware of every thought ,word and
deed, for He is and ever will be sovereign over all!

‘May I remind you of Pilate’s plight to release Jesus, when he heard that
Jesus declared himself the Son of God. “When Pilate, therefore, heard that
saying, he was the more afraid; And went again into the judgement hall, and
saith unto Jesus, From where art thou? But Jesus gave him no answer. Then

~ saith Pilate unto him, Speakest thou not unto me? Knowest thou not that I have
~ power to crucify thee, and power to release thee? Jesus answered, Thou

couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from
above; therefore, he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin.” (John

19: 8-11). Certainly this is very plain and clear about God being sovereign
over all. But perhaps we can add to this statement from the word of God.
“Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might
take it again. L_mﬂ_mkg&gﬂgm_mg, but I lay it down of myself. I have
power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment

e F, ” (John 10: 17-18). It was for this very purpose
that the Eternal Son of God came into this world as the Incarnate One. God
sent His Eternal Son into this world to justify the righteousness of God and to
establish God’s truth forever.

Pilate was confused and became afraid, since his accusers said He made
himself King of the Jews. “Then Pilate entered into the judgement hall again,
and called Jesus, and said unto Him, Art thou the King of the Jews? Jesus
answered him, sayest thou this thing of thyself, or did others tell it thee of me?
Pilate answered , Am I a Jew? Thine own nation and the chief priests have
delivered thee unto me. What hast thou done? Jesus answered , My kingdom is
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not of this world; if my kmgdom were of thts world, then would my servants :
fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now is my kingdom not
from_here. Pilate, therefore, said unto Him, Art thou a king, then? Jesus

- answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To. this end was I born, gnd for this

cause_came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth.

..: . - Everyone that is of the truth heareth my voice.” (John 18: 33-37).

. The results of the Cross were not only to restore God’s truth, but also to

| . offer newness of life to those who are dead in trespasses and sins. God has

offered a Divine spark of life to those who would accept Christ as their
personal Savior. This all was made available at the Cross of Christ. As Christ

- was leaving this earth to return to His heavenly throne He said. “And I will

- pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may gbide

mzb_lgu_fo_gzb Even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive,

because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth-Him: but ye know Him; for He
dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.” ' (John 14: 16-1 7). That is why Chnst
said to Nicodemus, “Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.”

(John 3: 7).. This is the only way that you can obtain eternal life with

Almighty God. “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting

life. For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that
the world through Him might be saved.” (John 3: 16-17). All of this was
made possible because Christ removed the barrier of sin at the Cross, by
giving himself as a ransom for those who would believe. There is no limited
atonement, but rather a limitless atonement. Because of the Cross of Christ, it

.is not an issue of “sin,” but rather of “The Son”. The purpose of God’s Word

is to point you to the way, the truth and the hfe, in. Christ Jesus. “But these
things are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of

- God; and that believing ye might have life through His name.” (John 20: 31).

We become new creatures in Christ Jesus, not merely restored to what we

_.had in Adam before he sinned, but now, we are indwelt by God the Holy
Spirit, who will remain in us as our ever present help throughout etermty

When that glorified body is presented to us, God the Holy Spirit will remain

... - within us forever and ever, with sin totally eradicated, throughout eternity to
.. - -, come, This is a restoration through a regeneration, with. sanctified temples of
... God supplied by God for eternity. This is the Divine. spark proyided to us
..., through God the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit will indwell us forever, in our

.glorified bodies and will be part of God’s provision to. us for the marriage of

Chapter2; :; .« .o+ =

. ; the Lamb. “Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to Him; for the
... ‘marriage of the Lamb is come, and His w:fe hath made. herself ready.”
;.. (Revelation 19:. 7) o TR
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B. DIVINE LIFE PROVIDED

Since God has provided us with a new life by God the Holy Spirit, we

- already have the Divine spark of life, as a guarantee of an eternal glorified

body when the Rapture takes place. God has therefore provided a sinless and
holy body, to those who believe, which will never be contaminated by sin

"' again. As there are various types of Holy angels, so there will be various types
- of these Divine new creatures, in Christ Jesus Let us list these various

o 'categones of these D1v1ne souls.

1. The Old Testament saints of the antediluvian days before the flood, such

as Enoch ‘Noah, and Seth. (Genesis 5: 6-8); (Genesis 5: 24); Genesis 6: 9)

- 2. The Old Testament Saints according to the behevers from Shem Ham,

o | "‘and Japheth (Geneszs6 10)

DR N *The Old Testament Saints of promises accordmg to the lineage of Shem as

- - Abram was called to a land of prormse The blessrngs through Isaac.

'=~(Genes1s 13 14-18); (Romans 9: 7)

o *‘.’;4.?t - The OId Testament Saints under the Mosaic laws

R Exodus 19-29)

5L The New Testament Saints from Pentecost to the Rapture of the true
s oo church. ‘(Acts 2: 1-6); Acts 8: 17), (Acts 10 44-48), (Acts 19 1-7); (1

-:‘Thessalomans4 13-18)

: ‘6 “The Tnbulatmn Saints. (Revelatzon 7: 9 14)

| 7 ." 'The Nhllenmal Samts who will have died dunng the Thousand years.

(Isatah 65 20) (Isatah 11: 3-4)

“The behevmg saints of all ages will have part in the ﬁrst resurrectlon,

" o before the Great White Throne Judgement. The second resurrection will take

place- after the believers are all raised from the dead. This second

" resurrection will be for all unbelievers who will go'to an eternal living death

- in the Lake of Fire with the Devil and his demons, with no escape route.

Chapter 2: -

‘Let us' now consider-this great host of believers of all ages, who will be of

" the Royal Family of God. As wild olive branches, 'we have been grafted into

the Olive tree, which is a symbol of unity in this age of grace. Israel remains
separate and the bride of Christ is of those of the mystery age.
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C. ADOPTED INTO THE ROYAL FAMILY OF GOD.

Chapter 2

We are aware of at least two different groups within this Royal Fanuly of
God, namely “The Old Testament Saints”, and “The New Testament Saints”.
The Old Testament saints will be recognized as the friends of the Bridegroom.
(John 3: 29) The New Testament saints will become the Bride of Christ.
(Revelation 19: 7-9) We as the future bride of the Lamb of God are especially
privileged in this marvelous relationship with the Eternal Son of God. As the
natural man was breathed upon and he became a living soul, so we have been
given the Holy Spirit. Now we who are of the spiritual realm have been made
new creatures washed in the blood of the Lamb. A place is being prepared for
us in the Royal mansions of God the Father. It is taking some 2,000 years for
the Bridegroom to prepare a place for every member of the “Body of Christ”.
Our royalty was obtained when we were born again by God the Holy Spirit,
who also indwells us forever.

- The meaning of the Cross is magnificent as we consider the great price
that the Triune God has paid to transform us into our Redeemer’s likeness.
“Beloved, now are we the children of God, and it doth not yet appear what we
shall be, but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we
shall see Him as He is.” (1 John 3: 2). This alone, should encourage us to live
like members of the Royal Family of God. We are also admonished in the
very next verse. “And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself

s pure.” (1 John 3: 3). This purification is not of a natural process
but rather based upon the finished work on Calvary’s Cross. The price for our
sins and the sins of the whole world were fully paid on the cross, which made
possible the cleansing of our soul and the removing of the judgement against
us. We are acquitted of the penalty of sin, when we believe, cleansing us from
all guilt, being washed in the blood of our Redeemer. In other words, the
Eternal Son of God has taken our place in death shedding His blood and giving
to us the newness of life, through His resurrection. His blood shed upon the
Cross keeps on cleansing us from all sin. When the Rapture takes place, we
will receive our glorified body, which will be free from all possibility of sin
forever and ever. Amen and Amen! We can freely sing, “Glory to His
Name, ’realizing that we will enjoy the presence of God forever and ever.

GLORY TO HIS NAME.

Down at the cross where my Savior died,
Down where for cleansing from sin I cried,
There to my heart was the blood applied,
Glory to His Name!

I am so wondrously saved from sin,
Jesus so sweetly abides within;
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There at the cross where He took me in,
Glory to His Name!

O précious fountain that saves from sin,
- I'am so glad that I entered in;
There Jesus saves me and keeps me clean,
: Glory to His Name!

Come to the fountain so rich and sweet, -

- Cast thy poor soul at the Savior’s feet;

Plunge in today, and be made complete,
Glory to His Name!

Glory to His name, Glory to His name,

There to my heart was the blood applied;
. Glory to His Name!

It certainlywould have been sufficient for God to have merely freed us

- from the penalty of sin, but God in His marvelous grace brought us right into

Chapter 2

‘the Divine Royal family. We are also made joint heirs with the Lord Jesus

Christ! This is a marvelous undertaking by God, for His wayward creatures.
God’s marvelous grace is beyond our human understanding, but praise God it

-has happened! We have entered into the Divine love of God through the Lord

Jesus Christ, who died on the Cross, to save us from the penalty of sin. Praise
God, death could not conquer the Incarnate Son of God, but He rose again,

~ victor over sin and death. Glory to the Precious and Wonderful name of the
- Lord Jesus Christ! I am looking forward to seeing my Savior face to face and
- I pray that I might be faithful to Him throughout this whole life. If there be

any crown of righteousness which is to be received for my labors here on

earth, I only wish to present it to the King of kings and Lord of lords, for He

alone is worthy of all honor and glory! Christ gave His life’s blood as a
ransom for our souls and by belief, we enter into the newness of eternal life
with God. “Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us,
that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not,
because it knew Him not. Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth
not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when He shall appear, we

- shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is. And every man that hath this

Fopé in him purifieth himself, even as He is pure.” (1 John 3: 1-3). We as
Christians should have the highest of ideals in this newness of life, since we
are already of the Royal family of God. We are God’s witnesses to His saving
grace and should be true witnesses of God in this present life. Let this wicked
world know that we belong to Jesus and Jesus belongs to us. Study God’s

‘Word thoroughly and hide it within your heart that you might not sin against

our heavenly Father. He has loved you with an everlasting love, why not show
Him that we appreciate His love by being His living witnesses to His saving
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grace? ' |

In closing this chapter on the meamng of the Cross, may we be mindful
of the message of the Cross. We have been separated from the ungodly and are
now partakers of the glory of God, through the Lotrd Jesus Christ. We have a
message to take to the nations, that of the saving grace of our loving Lord.
Remain true to Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous
light. Do not neglect to assemble together with those of like faith. “This then is

- the message which we have heard- of Him, and declare unto you, that God is
light, and in Him is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with
Him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: But if we walk in the
light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, -and the blood
of Jesus Chrtst His Son cleanseth us from all sin.” (1 John 1: 5-7)

QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER TWO.

1. What does the Cross of Christ mean to you?
2. How do we make things right with God? (Restitution) - '~
3:" How did God remove the sin barrier?
4. an an essay on, “The Wages of Sin versus Tpc Glft Qf ’Gc.)d”.
5 .I -' lee thé Biblicai record as fo héw sin entered this 'world'.."
6. How are humans different from animals?
7. Explain the following Scriptures. (Isaiah 1: 11); & (Hebrews 9: 22).
8. Explain (Colossians 1: 13-14). |
9. How does one obtain “Grace, Mercy, and Peace” with God?
10. Explain (Ephesians 2: 8) & (1 John 2: 7).
11. Explain ( Ephesi’ans 3: 17-19).
12. What are the requirements through the Cross of Christ to be reconcﬂed to God?

(Hebrews 2: 16-17) & (2 Corinthians 5: 17-21).
13. Explain (Romans 6: 12-14).
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Write some results of Christ dying on the cross.

Was it a mistake that Christ was crucified on the cross? Explain your answer
thorpughly ,,

-'Explam (John 10: 17-18) & (John 20: 31)

- What help do we have as we fight the world, the flesh and the devil? Name two
- - main sources of help. ,

Give 7 groups in the Bible that have Divine hfe given to them.

Who at present have the first fruit of this Divine life? Scnpture.please

Write a Thesis on, “The Royal Family of God.” - -

Explain the meaning of reconciliation.

In our personal Christian life, how can we help. others to be reconciled to God?

Why is it possible for God to exercise Grace, Mezcy, and Peace to those who are |
condemned to death"

What is the d1fference between the shed blood of ammals in the Old Testament and
the shed blood of Christ in the New Testament" : .

What was represented by the Son of God as He died upon the cross?
How did we inherit the sin nature? |

How do we qualify to become members of the Royal family of God?
Explain (Hebrews 9: 22).

Explain (Colossians 1: 13-14).

Explain (Ephesians 2: 10-14).
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