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It is with great joy that I dedicate this Biblical textbook in memory of
my brother in the Lord, Ben Harold Davidson. God brought him through
World War II, where he served as a Combat Engineer in the front lines. God
kept him among the only 10 who remained alive in his division. He was
married to Imogene Harper May 24th., 1941. God gave them two children,
Mrs. Jackie Moody and Benny Davidson.

Ben served as choir director at Calvary Baptist Church, in Toccoa
Georgia, and he and his wife Imogene and daughter often sang the Gospel
message, as a trio, enriching many lives. Ben and his wife Imogene enjoyed
doing youth work and God richly blessed them in their service for the Lord.

In 1982 the Lord led my late wife Dorothy, and I to settle in
Toccoa,Georgia, so that we could continue our work for the Lord in our
latter years. It was when we started a home Bible class that I met Ben and
his wife Imogene. Ben had already several stokes, and I only knew him after
he was incapable of active work for the Lord. However, he was desirous of
his wife Imogene coming to the Bible classes. He did not want anything to
interfere with this home fellowship around the Word of God.

As this Biblical Textbook entitled, "FAITH" is sent to many places
around the world, I do it for the glory of God in memory of the late Ben
Harold Davidson, a beloved brother in the Lord.

. Rev. Dr. Andrew J.Losier



FAITH

BY

REV. DR. ANDREW ]J. LOSIER

CHRISTIAN LITERATURE AND BIBLE CENTER INC.

NOT TO BE SOLD



"Without faith it is impossible
to please Him;
for he that cometh to God
must believe that He is,
and that He is a rewarder of them
that diligently seek Him."
Hebrews 11 : 6

By
Rev. Dr. Andrew J. Losier

Founder and President
of
Christian Literature and Bible Center Inc.

Not to be Sold



PREFACE

This study on "Faith" is a practical application of faith, -exposing the
misled ideas and practice of useless faith, as far as the Living God is concerned.
The author, having traveled around the world on three different occasions has
observed "Homo Sapien" practicing all sorts of blind faith, wrong faith or no
faith, due to many circumstances. Some of these religious faiths have been dealt
with in the teaching of true principles of faith, as a contrast to the wrong
approach in the practice of faith. As you will observe, faith is an important key
to the Christian life upon Planet Earth. God has purposely hidden the eternal
realities from us, with the purpose of teaching us to utterly depend upon Him.
You will also observe as you study this all important subject of faith, that it is a
Divine attribute given to those who dedicate their lives to the Lord. In our earthly
dealings, most everything is based upon assets which are tangible and visible.
However, when we study "Faith", it is based upon things which are not seen with
the naked eye, and in the eternal realm.

This "Faith" which comes from God can only be attained, as one seeks the
will of God, and is born again by the Holy Spirit. Christ has removed the barrier
of sin, when he paid the debt of sin upon Calvary’s cross. Therefore, the Triune
God, in providing so great salvation, by grace, at a tremendous cost to the
Godhead,is greatly concerned in establishing eternal faith within the saints of
God. As was manifested in the study of the author’s Textbook on "Prayer”, so
"Faith" is the means of our complete trust in our Creator as Savior, Lord and
Master. Allow God to mold and make you according to His will, glorifying His
Name through your complete trust in Him. The attributes of God are tremendous,
Love, Righteous, Just, Holy, Omniscient, Omnipresent, Omnipotent, Veracity,
Eternal Life, Sovereign, Impeccable, and Immutable. No one or nothing can
compare to our Almighty God, and it behooves us to take advantage of His
eternal teachings through the living Word of God. "For the Word of God is
living, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Neither is there any creature
that is not manifest in His sight, but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes
of Him with whom we have to do. Seeing, then, that we have a great high priest,
that is passed into the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our
profession. For we have not an high priest who cannot be touched with the
feelings of our infirmities, but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet
without sin. Let us therefore, come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need." Heb.4:12-16. May this
study of the Biblical "faith Principles” be a source of great help to you, as you
walk, being led of the Holy Spirit, and not fulfill the lusts of the flesh.

Rev. Dr. Andrew J.Losier



FORWARD

It gives me added pleasure and joy to introduce to you Pastor Joe Hasket,
of the Independent Calvary Baptist Church of Toccoa, Georgia, U.S.America. I
have known him to have a tremendous passion for lost souls and the desire to
build up the saints in the most holy faith. Pastor Joe has a great desire to send
forth the Printed Page of God’s Word to the ends of the earth, while there is still
time. He knows what "Faith Principles" are necessary to speed the Gospel light
around the world, to "The Regions Beyond". He has traveled to both Africa and
Eastern Europe in teaching and presenting thousands of Bibles, New Testaments
and Christian Literature to those who have been deprived of God’s Word. He
knows the hunger for the Printed Page that many have, where they have
previously not seen a Bible. Pastor Joe Hasket is not only a pastor but an
evangelist and teacher of the Word of God. Pastor Joe is also one who has a
vision for the lost, where the fields are white unto harvest and the laborers are
so few. He has a vision for doing great things for the Lord through the "Printed
Page. His desire is to see the great and mighty things that the Lord can do
through His powerful Word. The following Scripture is very applicable to my
brother in the Lord. "That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye being
rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend, with all saints, what
is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height, and to know the love of Christ,
which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fullness of God.
Now unto him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or
think, according to the power that worketh in us, unto him be glory in the church
by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen." Ephesians
3:17-21. 1 therefore introduce to you Pastor Joe Hasket, a great and faithful
brother in the Lord. I count it a privilege to have him write the Foreward to this
textbook on "Faith".

When it comes to the subject of "Faith", I know of no other person alive
today that is more qualified and able to write on this subject than Rev. Dr.
Andrew J. Losier. He has demonstrated this Biblical principle of "Faith" in his
life and ministry. Dr. Losier knows how it works, he knows what makes it grow
and who can enjoy it. We also find a man whose faith and trust is in God and
how God has used him and allowed his life to be molded by the principles of
"Believing Faith".

As we run our race of "Faith", we face the same obstacles and distractions
that all of our fore fathers faced. Tough times demand "Tough Faith", and the
more we trust God, the stronger our "Faith Muscles" become. If you and I are
going to win the race and reach the goals God has set for us, we must understand
what it means to "Live by Faith". I believe that Dr. Losier in writing this book
helps us to understand and gives us some basic principles about the subject of
"Faith".



There are some important factors involved and that are necessary for the
"Life of Faith". first we must have the revelation from God’s Word, this is the
promise that he wants us to claim. Secondly, this revelation comes as the result
of a growing relationship and a day-by-day walk with God, Thirdly, our response
is to understand his will from the Word of God, to delight ourselves in it, and to
act upon his will through the Word of God. Then fourth, his reward is to give us
the inner witness and peace that he is in control and that all will turn out just like
he promised. The world would look at Dr. Losier and other fellow believers and
say, They act a bit peculiar, but they sure do have self-confidence!" BUT it is not
self-confidence; it is the inner witness of God in the heart. As God first witnessed
to the saints of the past, and now they witness to us today as Dr. Losier has so
wonderfully done.

No matter what problem or challenge we might face, there is somebody
in God’s family of believers who can encourage us. People who live by faith live
for the future. Believers do not sacrifice the permanent on the altar of the
immediate. Those who live by faith, live "With Eternity’s Values in View".

The material in this book contains the fruit of hours of meditation and
thought. These writings come as a result of a man in whom the Holy Spirit has
worked in his life to demonstrate the principles of faith in the ministry and work
that God called him to do. I commend this book to everyone who reads and has
a desire to study the principles of the faith life of the believers.

REV. PASTOR JOE F. HASKETT,
CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
TUGALO ROAD,
TOCCOA, GEORGIA 30577
U. S. AMERICA
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CHAPTER ONE
BLIND FAITH

INTRODUCTION

As we study the various "Blind Faiths" among religious people of all
races, we should realize that all mankind came from one source. When God
created Adam and Eve in His own image, they became the source of all human
beings. As human beings worship, what ever it may be, it is in the very being of
the creation of man that there is a desire to worship. We will be discussing the
various religious systems, apart from true worship before the Living God. We
will also note that the evil power of Satan does not discourage worship, as long
as it does not involve the True and Living God. Yes, he may take even portions
of the Bible to lead religious people astray and away from God’s "so great
salvation”. He very successfully uses, these cults of all shades of partial truth, as
a deceptive form of worship, but in vain of the whole truth as he leads the
unregenerate astray. "But these things are written, that ye might believe that Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of God; and believing ye might have life through His
Name." John 20:31. God the Holy Spirit has been given to those who believe for
the purpose of discernment. "Beloved, believe not every spirit, but test the spirits
whether they are of God; because many false prophets are gone into the world.
By this know ye the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ
is come in the flesh is of God; And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus
Christ is come in the flesh is not of God; and this is that spirit of antichrist, of
which ye have heard that it should come, and even now already is it in the
world.” 1 Jn.4:1-3.

A. DUMB IDOLS

Man, as a creature, created separate from animals, will always find
someone or something to worship. As sin entered this world and man became
totally depraved, he naturally was inclined to worship something. Abel was a man
of faith and worshipped God, preparing the essential sacrifices to cover his sins.
Having then been destroyed by sinful Cain, there seemed to be only evil forces
in control, BUT GOD gave Eve another son by the name of Seth. "For God, said
she, hath appointed me another seed instead of Abel, whom Cain slew. And to
Seth, to him also there was born a son; and he called his name Enos}\: then began
men to call upon the name of the Lord.” Gen.4:25b-26. Satan lost no time in
blinding every person and generation coming into this world, BUT GOD always .
had witnesses that believed in the presence of the Living God. Satan’s plans were
to corrupt and control, dictating through the various types of "dumb idols" to be
worshipped. He was excellent with counterfeits, as to what God’s ideals were. He
made it easy for his blinded worshippers, by allowing them to choose various
shapes and forms of idols. Satan used the billions of demons to make the idols



seem real and even speak to the worshippers. The testimony from many heathen
saved out of this darkness into God’s marvelous light will testify of the presence
of the demons within their idols. They will tell you that they talked to their gods
of wood, and the demons were there to deceive. "To whom then, will ye liken
God? Or what likeness will ye compare unto Him? The workman melteth and
casteth an image, and the goldsmith spreadeth it over with gold, and casteth silver
chains. He that is impoverished that hath no oblation, chooseth a tree that will not
rot; he seeketh a skillful workman to prepare a carved image, that shall not be
moved." Isa.40:18-20. The heathen have many gods and as with the Masai tribe,
they had one of their gods as the pine tree. Because it was always green, they
were deceived into thinking that their god dwelt within their personal idol. The
oriental heathen worshiped buddha in all shapes and forms, and even have a
sleeping buddha. When visiting Japan, a missionary friend took me to the largest
buddha in the whole world. We could not find it at first and a worshipper of it,
gave us the directions, and then added, "But please forgive us, as we have not
had time to clean it. Imagine worshipping something that needs cleansing by the
worshippers, who are in need of being cleansed from their own sins! Sometimes
we think of faith as something to depend upon, when everything else fails, but
this should not be the case. Faith is based upon substance and evidence from
Almighty God. These dumb idols are the deception from Satan, who has various
ways of blinding his subjects to the realities of life. He causes their temples of
worship to be controlled by lust and profit. While in Japan, I watched the
worshippers come to their temple for various reasons. Some wanted to make
certain deals in the business world, so they would rent certain stones and sticks
and then drop them. If they fell a certain way, they were to make the deal, if
contrary to that pattern, they were to refrain from such a deal. If the dropping of
these objects were not favorable to the enquirer, they could keep on renting others
until they got what they desired. Some would go through the process of buying
temple money with real money and then burn it on the altar, hoping to get the
necessary blessings that they desired. How sad it is to realize how these
intelligent human beings can be so blinded in the worship of these dumb idols.
We in this so called civilized world, may not have such "dumb idols" as
in these heathen lands, but we may have another type of idol in our life, such as
fame, money, luxurious cars, comforts of life which we place above everything,
or even a lustful life of selfishness. These may become dumb idols in one’s life
and need to be removed, and allow the Lord to have His supreme place in our
lives. We as worshippers of the living God, "By Faith", have ample evidence in
the Word of God through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. We can expect the
Living God to reveal ample substance to justify our faith and trust with
confidence. Don’t let anything or anyone have precedence above your faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ. “But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through His name."
John 20:31. Then spoke Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the
world; he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light



of life." Jn.8:12. Don’t be deceived into accepting any of these dumb idols. "Be
not deceived, God is not mocked, for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also
reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that
soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting." Gal.6:7-8.

B.  VAIN IMAGINATIONS

It is amazing how that man can get involved with unreal images and
imagine all sorts of things. Right now, our western world has become invaded
with this lie of re-incarnation, mysticism, mythology, worshipping unreal images
through demonology, taking a deceptive trip into mysticism through drugs. There
is also a new fade of meditation which has become popular. It is supposed to take
your mind off of the reality around about you and let your mind drift into the
imaginary. Sometimes "Vain Repetition" becomes a "Vain Imagination”. I had
a friend of mine, approach me with several notebooks, which he wrote the name
of "god" thousands of times, thinking that would gain him great merit before his
god. It is but another way that Satan has of brain washing many who do not
believe the glorious Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. It along with all of these
vain imaginations are useless and unimpressive before the true and living God.

Satan uses all sorts of forms of worship such as ancestral worship, which
is related to re-incarnation. These forms of worship take away the personal
responsibility of having faith in the living God. They falsely say that life is
supposed to repeat itself in various forms of existence according to the good or
bad that individuals do in their previous life, and as they continually repeat a new
beginning through a new life, they gradually become a part of their godhead. A
wealthy person under such a system is regarded very highly and respected. They
are thought to have lived a very good life, prior to the present life, and were
rewarded riches. This of course is another deception from Satan, and becomes a
dumb idol and false religion.

One of the most dangerous approaches in our society today is the over
emphasis upon environmental beliefs. It ties in with humanism and atheism. They
prefer evolvement rather than a true systematic creation. They prefer adaptability
rather than God’s individual creativity. They reject "The Creator" and blindly
accept explosive evolvement hoping to someday find all of these missing links.
There should be billions of these links that produce the change of life, but they
fail to find one. Again the Word of God is by passed, which declares, "All flesh
is not the same flesh, but there is one kind of flesh of men, another flesh of
beasts, another of fish, and another of birds. There are also celestial bodies, and
bodies terrestrial; but the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the
terrestrial is another. There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the
moon, and another glory of the stars; for one star differeth from another star in
glory.” 1 Cor.15:39-41. Imagination is based upon nothing, but faith in God is
based upon solid evidence and tangible substance from an omniscient God.



Witchcraft and black magic with sorcery, as well as palm reading and all
of this crystal ball imagination is but an added deception from Satan. He even
counterfeits the working of the Holy Spirit by using demons to take part in
seances. Demons always need some sort of a body or object to conceal their
presence, and thus deceive the person. This is all a counterfeit faith based upon
false evidence. That is why the demons cried out to Jesus Christ not to send them
into abyss, but rather cast them into another being. Christ chose the swine in this
one particular case, granting the demons a continual habitation in their wicked
world, with their final judgement yet to come. (Matt.8:28-33.) Satan has his
subtle ways of deception through objects and living creatures, encouraging the
worshippers to imagine themselves greatly honored through their private gods.
Demons need to indwell some sort of body in order to prevent returning to the
abyss. Their final doom will be the lake of fire . Praise God, we who have been
born again by God the Holy Spirit are protected from within. Yes, the believers
can be harassed by the evil forces, but they cannot be possessed by these demons.
Satan is the god of this world system, and it is obvious with the signs of the time,
that the rapture of the saints cannot be far off, and the great tribulation will
begin. But the total depravity of man will continue, and it is only by the grace of
God that souls are saved out from the wrath to come, during those terrible days.

C. SELF DESTRUCTION

This system of trying to impress their gods is widely used in heathenism.
It is a form of personal torture to draw attention both before their false gods and
their close contact with their gods, attempting to impress their fellow tribesmen.
It is a demonic deception through human effort to attain merit. I briefly wish to
illustrate some of these self destructive practices. Perhaps one of the most
common practices of false worship is through self affliction or self deprival. The
following are a few methods by which the ignorant are blinded. It is amazing how
much some will suffer to blindly worship in order to attain false promises.

MUTILATING THE BODY

Africa, South America and many of the nations living on the countless
islands around the world have practiced this mutilating of the body in many
forms. One of the most terrible was the circumcision of the young girls,
identifying them as belonging to certain tribes. With this terrible practice goes
much witchcraft and evil worship. As a missionary in Africa for some 43 years,
this was a constant struggle and obstruction as we attempted to establish Christian
homes. There were many Christian girls who did not want to go through this
heathen custom and would come to our mission for protection. We had one
particular girl by the name of Sarah, who worked for us and loved the Lord with
all her heart. Her parents tried every way to force her to this evil practice and
finally deceived her by sending a note to her that her father was dying and begged
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her to come home to be with him. We sent her with another of the girls for
safety, but it wasn’t long before the other girl came running back to the mission
to tell us the sad story. Sarah was taken and striped of her clothes and dragged
to the ceremony where a group of wicked women did the cutting. I rushed to the
scene with a group of church leaders to find that we were too late to save her
from this terrible mutilation, but were able to rescue her at the threat of being
personally speared or whipped. We did save her from having to go through many
months of satanic brain washing of going through the wicked tribal customs,
under the terrible satanic influence.

The cutting of the body in the form of tattoos and rubbing foreign material
into the wounds is another form of worship by disfiguring the body. You may
ask, how does this relate to worship and faith? As a matter of fact, it has a great
bearing on their religious customs, and these cuttings differ according to the tribe.
Their tribal witchcraft also enters into this ceremony, where Satan has his
subjects demon possessed. There is also the cutting of the ear lobes and stretching
them to great lengths, the piercing of the nose as well as the chest. The binding
of the arms, legs and necks, as many tribes practice. In the orient they would
even bind the feet of the women as part of their ritual and custom. One of the
interior tribes of Africa would practice self hypnotism by looking at an object,
and sometimes a mirror was used. When the spell is complete, they would have
strong tribal men to take a whip and beat them until the blood would flow. This
was their way of reaching to their gods, by self inflictions, but all in vain.

There are many forms of self torture which we could name and describe,
such as forcing one self to climb great mountains, fasting as they traveled, paying
tributes to some satanic priest who awaited their arrival. Then we could go into
detail of those who lay upon beds of spikes, pierce their tongues with needles,
have hooks piercing their backs and dragging a cart for great distances, also
walking upon coals of fire, jumping from tree tops with an elastic binding around
their ankles. Some have even turned into a glutton as their form of worship,
eating constantly and destroying their bodies. These are but a few of the various
forms of blind faith, practiced in many parts of the world. It is a satanic
deception in making them believe that they will have special merit in the life to
come.

God always provides sufficient evidence to establish our faith. Although
God does not always give us the full results, nevertheless we can fully depend
upon God to honor our faith. Our faith as Christians is not a blind faith but rather
a faith built upon God’s Word. “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for,
the evidence of things not seen. For by it the elders received witness. Through
faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the Word of god, so that
things which are seen were not made of things which do appear.” Heb.11:1-3.
The Bible records many acts of faith as our evidence and witness, and we can
completely depend upon the wonder workings of our living God. This brings us
to a very important issue. Unless God is the author and finisher of your faith, you
will over step a life of faith which will lead you in the wrong direction. This we
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will review in the next chapter. Man is totally depraved, apart from God and a
new birth is absolutely necessary, giving "Homo Sapien” a divine spark, which
brings a new life to be led by the Holy Spirit. "For the wrath of God is revealed
from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the
truth in unrighteousness, because that which may be known of God is manifest
in them; for God hath shown it unto them. For the invisible things of him from
the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are
made, even his eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse;
Because, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were
thankful, but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was
darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, and changed the
glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man, and
birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping things. Wherefore, God also gave
them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonor their
own bodies between themselves, who exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and
worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed
forever. Amen." Rom.1:18-25. *

God has clearly manifested himself to us through the Bible and
there is no excuse whatsoever that mankind needs to be enslaved by the ungodly
lusts and pleasures of the flesh, or be persuaded by the evil forces. The trend of
the whole world, the flesh and the devil is to exalt self and worship whatsoever
one pleases. This is all contrary to God and against the knowledge of God.
“Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of
Christ;" 2 Cor. 10:5. It is therefore imperative that we thoroughly study the
Word of God, using the faith principles, based upon God’s revelation rather than
man’s imagination. This can only be accomplished by having the new birth by the
Holy Spirit, and allowing him to have first place in our lives. The natural man’s
faith in these useless idols, whether in religious blind faith or blind demonic
worship, they all are without excuse before God. The only prayer of faith that
God hears is their repentance from sin and acceptance of the Lord Jesus Christ
as their personal Savior. Study carefully the first three chapters of Romans and
there you will find that all are without excuse before God, whether under the law
or a law unto themselves.

"There is a way which seemeth right unto man, but the end thereof are the
ways of death." Prov.14:12. The Bible has been given to us so that we may know
the true and living God. God used Moses to reveal himself to the people whom
he brought out of the land of Egypt. "And God spoke all these words saying, I
am the Lord thy God, who have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of bondage. Thou shalt have no other gods before me. Thou shalt not make
unto thee any carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above,
or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; Thou shalt
not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them; for I, the Lord thy God, am a
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third



and fourth generation of them that hate me; And showing mercy unto thousands
of them that love me, and keep my commandments."” Exod.20:1-6. We are also
reminded that there is but one God in three persons and none other. "Hear, O
Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord: And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might."” Deut.6:4-5. "For
there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,
who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time." 1 Tim.2:5-6.
"But when the fullness of the time was come,God sent forth his Son, made of a
woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we
might receive the adoption of sons." Gal.4:4-5.

It is important as we conclude this chapter that we understand there are
many false faiths, and forms of worship to be found in this world. "This know,
also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of
their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents,
unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, trusebreakers, false accusers,
incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, high-minded,
lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God, having a form of godliness, but
denying the power of it; from such turn away.” 2 Tim.3:1-5.

There are not many ways to approach God the Father, for we are told
from the Scriptures, "For this is good and acceptablein the sight of God, our
Savior, who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of
the truth. For there is one God, and one Mediator between God and men, the
man, Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due
time." 1 Tim.2:3-6. May I also quote a very important truth from the Bible.
“There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your
calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is
above all, and through all, and in you all." Eph.4:4-6. May we especially note
that there is but one faith and that faith is in and through the Lord Jesus Christ.
Let us now consider a study on these wrong faiths, which are many.



QUESTIONS CHAPTER ONE

1. Explain mankind’s desire to worship. |
2. Explain John 20:31.
3. Name some dumb idols.
4, Are dumb idols able to respond to their worshippers?

Who makes possible such belief?

How do the dumb idols seem to be alive?
s. Write briefly on Isaiah chapter 40.
6. Write briefly concerning various forms of the worship of Buddha.
7. What types of dumb idol worship is found in western civilization?
8. Write briefly on re-incarnation, mysticism, mythology.
9. Give some various types of self destruction.
10. Name some ways that the body is mutilated through false worship.
11. Explain Romans 12:18-25; 2 Corinthians 10:5.
12. Why is environment beliefs dangerous?

13. Explain 1 Corinthians 15:39-41.

14. Explain why the demons in Matthew 8:28-33, desired to go into the
herd of swine.

15. Read carefully the first three chapters of Romans and write briefly on
your conclusion as to what is meant by such teachings.

16. Write a brief essay on various types of "blind faith.
17.  Why is Christian Faith not blind faith?

18.  Give a brief testimony as to how you were delivered from blind faith.
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CHAPTER TWO
WRONG FAITHB

INTRODUCTION

There can be a variety of ideas about "Faith", even we as believers may
differ as to the principles of faith. These principles are thoroughly dealt with in
.this chapter. There are obvious conditions to be reckoned with as we practice
faith, which are based upon God’s Word. Just because you quote certain Scripture
references, does not necessarily mean that God is going to grant your requests.
There is a possibility of one misusing God’s resources, or asking amiss, and even
demanding from God without the necessary requirements. These are mentioned
and briefly treated in this chapter. It is of the utmost importance that we use the
faith principles, based upon God’s revelation as found in the Bible. "As ye have
therefore, received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him, rooted and built up
in him, and established in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding with
thanksgiving. Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit,
after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.”
Col.2:6-8. "But without faith it is impossible to please him; for he that cometh
to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently
seek him." Heb.11:6.

Faith is a necessary ingredient in the Christian’s life, and in fact it was
necessary in accepting the gospel. Did you note what the Scripture said, "But
without faith it is impossible to please him; for he that cometh to God must
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him."
Heb.11:6.". God could have given us a mere instinct and pattern of life without
a choice, but he chose to allow us to make the decision. You and I must accept
that God is and is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. God wants
subjects of his, which were created in the likeness of God to trust him and obey
his commands. God even provides the faith in which we practice as believers.
These resources that God provides are to be used to glorify the Wonderful Name
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Do not use these resources at our disposal to exalt self
or for personal gain.

A.  MISUSE OF RESOURCES AVAILABLE

As human beings, we attempt to excuse ourselves in the light of certain
"Wants" that we may desire. An alcoholic may even quote the Scripture that Paul
the apostle suggested to Timothy, who had stomach trouble, to take a little wine.
(1 Tim.5:23.) Paul was referring to an non alcoholic wine. How does one come
to such a conclusion? Anyone with a little knowledge of chemistry, understands,
the after effect of alcohol on a tender spot would irritate rather than relieve. Pure
grape juice, which was also called a grape wine would soothe the ailment.
Sometimes the requests are made before God on a basis of wants, rather than
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needs. We must be careful as we practice our faith that we are abiding according
to the will of the Lord and seeking to do the will of God rather than our personal
wants.

There is a very direct and positive verse of Scripture that has been used
and misused many times. "If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall
ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you" John 15:7. It is very easy to skip
over the conditions required and demand the results that one wishes to acquire.
Reading this verse in the context will help you to understand that this portion of
Scripture is dealing with fruit bearing, and receiving the strength to do so, from
the vine. Note what the Lord said prior to this verse. "I am the vine, ye are the
branches. He that abideth in me and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit;
for without me ye can do nothing. If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as
a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and
they are burned."” John 15:5-6. This gives us the clue and the principles upon
which we ask what we will. We use this faith promise for the purpose of bearing
fruit in the work of the Lord. If your request is for that purpose and not for a
selfish reason, the Lord will do what you wish, as you abide in Him. This
"abiding in Christ" can only be attained as we are led by the Holy Spirit. God the
Father has sent the Holy Spirit at the request of God the Son and is for our
admonition. The Holy Spirit will lead us into all truth as we allow him to keep
on filling our lives.

Another important feature of our asking what we wish consists of "What
is the purpose of our petition"? The Lord Himself would have liked to have "By
Passed” that bitter cup of the crucifixion, but He prayed. "And he went a little
further, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible,
let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou wilt."
Matt. 26:39. Certainly, if the Father heard anyone’s prayers it was the prayer of
his Eternal Son. Since Christ came into this world to become the sacrifice for the
sins of the whole world, certainly the Father could not grant what the Lord
wished was possible. The Lord was aware of this purpose for his incarnation, but
expressed his natural human feeling with such a request. If one does have a desire
for certain answers to their prayers, we must always add, as Christ did,
"Nevertheless, not as I will, but as God the Father wishes".

Don’t misuse the resources available to us as Believers, but rather desire
the perfect will of God to be accomplished in our lives. We do not wish that we
force the Hand of God, as this verse describes. "And he gave them their request,
but sent leanness into their soul." Ps.106:15. This is something that we should
always be aware of as we pray the prayer of faith. Our knowledge of the Bible
is very important to us as we live the Christian life. For as we walk in the light
of God’s Word, we discern the guidance available through God the Holy Spirit.
Here are a few guide lines that we gain with the faith principles in studying God’s
Word.

1. Cleansing power for rich Christian fellowship. (1 Jn.1:7.)
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2. Guiding power by God the Holy Spirit. (Rom.8:14.)
3. The Holy Spirit teaches principles of faith. (Jn.16:13.)
4. Knowledge of the Bible brings discernment. (Rom.11:33-36.)

5. Keep short accounts with God, and have him destroy the "Wood, Hay,
and Stubble in your life while we are still in this world. (1 Jn.1:9;
1 Cor.3:9-17.)

6. Spend much time in prayer by faith believing. (Heb.11:6; Rom.12:12.)
7. Assemble together with one accord. (Acts 2:46.)

Permit the Holy Spirit to search your hearts and be willing to allow the
cleansing power to sweep over your soul for glorifying the Lord in a life of faith.
Don’t be disobedient to the will of God but in all things, seek the mind of Christ
in your daily life. We have eternity promised to us and sealed by the Holy Spirit
of promise, therefore let us be mindful of the will of God for our lives. Practice
a life of faith according to God’s Word. Do not abuse the privileges which the
Lord has given to each of us as believers.

B. ASKING AMISS

Usually when one, by faith, asks "amiss" it is because sin is reigning in
a believer’s life, or the lack of maturity as a believer. This does not necessarily
have to do with how long one has been a Christian, but rather refers to the
growth according to the knowledge of God’s word. Some believers grow faster
than others because they are feasting upon the Word of God consistently. But the
misunderstanding of God’s principles, usually occurs when not understanding the
doctrines of the Bible. This lack of growth sometimes occurs when one
misunderstands the principles of "Grace". Since one feels secure in Christ Jesus,
one is apt to live loosely and worldly and become confused in the wonder
working of Almighty God. The children of Israel had that same problem as they
sinned against Jehovah. They were instructed from the Word to confess and make
things right. When God would punish them for their wrong doings and send them
into captivity, they would complain to God and here is his answer. "Yet if they
bethink themselves in the land whither they are carried captive, and turn and pray
unto thee in the land of their captivity, saying, We have sinned, we have done
amiss, and have dealt wickedly" 2 Chron.6:36. You may by faith ask certain
things from God and do not receive what you ask for. This may disturb the young
believer greatly and he may even think that God does not care. That is not so, for
God is mindful of his own. The Word of God sets forth the reasons for your
unanswered prayers. However, if you do not live the Christian life in the
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knowledge of the Word of God, there is no way that you will be able to apply
God’s principles, if you are unfamiliar with them. "Ye ask, and receive not,
because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.” Jas.4:3. Beware
of such an attitude and requests in your Christian life. Always allow the Holy
Spirit to lay upon your heart certain petitions. You may be asking for the wrong
things because of the following conditions in your Christian life.

1. You may be out of fellowship with God because of your unconfessed
sins. 1 Jn. 1:9.

2, You may be grieving God the Holy Spirit. Eph.4:30.

3. You may be so conformed to the world that God the Holy Spirit
cannot control your life by giving you a complete filling. Eph.5:18.

4. You may lack knowledge of the Word of God and living on skim milk
from the Word. 1 Cor.3:1-3.

S. You may not be exercising your faith through prayer. Ja.4:2.
6. You may be asking amiss. Ja.4:3.
7. You lack victory with the necessary faith when tested. Jas.2:2-4.

8. One of the chief causes in a faithless life as Christians is the cares of
this world and the believer’s involvement with excess worldliness. This
definitely will cause the believer to be out of fellowship with the Lord,
grieving the Holy Spirit and a lack of understanding of the perfect will
of God for their life. Also as we go through this present life as
believers we must continually grow in the knowledge of the Bible.
Sometimes the failure to assemble together with fellow believers may
cause this condition, or we may be spending little time in the study of
the Word of God. Or our reading of the Bible is a mere form and
routine just to appease our conscience.

Let us consider what the Holy Spirit has to say through the Book of James.
"From where come wars and fightings among you? Come they not here, even of
your lusts, that war in your members? Ye lust, and have not; ye kill, and desire
to have, and cannot obtain; ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not.
Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your
lusts.” Ja.4:1-3. One of the main ways that Satan has of disrupting the fellowship
within churches is to cause friction among the believers. All sorts of differences
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of personalities tend to cause splits, divisions, cliches, and schism within the
church body. This ought not to be so, if the believers are in the right relationship
with God. One can be so busy finding fault with his fellow believer, that he has
no time to spend talking with God. "He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his
brother, is in darkness even until now. He that loveth his brother abideth in the
light, and there is no occasion of stumbling in him. But he that hateth his brother
is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not where he goeth, because
darkness hath blinded his eyes.”" 1 Jn.2:9-11. Yes, a believer can dwell in
darkness and miss the great blessings of God. That is why the Bible teaches that
some Christians will be "Saved yet as by fire". (1 Cor.3:15.) God’s promises are
"Yea and Amen" and when God speaks, he cannot deny himself or does he need
to change his mind on any matter, He is the "Immutable God"! "Jesus Christ, the
same yesterday, and today, and forever." Heb.13:8. When a believer is living in
sin and darkness, it is obvious that he does not wish to talk to the Living God,
nor can he by faith, request the things to glorify the Lord. There are but two
alternatives, either he does not practice the prayer of faith, or when he exercizeth
his faith, he prays amiss. One can best understand the wrong Christian attitude
and action, from the example of a politician trying to get into office. He will do
everything possible against his opposition in order to attain certain offices in a
government. So the lustful Christian will do all within himself that is possible to
down grade those that seek the same prestige within the church. He walks by
deceit rather than by faith. Here are a few suggestions to maintain a faithful walk
in the Lord and with our fellow believers.

1. Love the brethren for they are members of the body of Christ,and
continually pray for each other. (1 Pet.3:8;
1 Jn.3:13-14;)

2. Avoid those who cause division among you. (Rom.16:17.)

3. Spend quiet time alone with the Lord. (Matt.14:23; Matt.20:17;)

4. Assemble together with those of like faith. (Heb.10:23-25.)

S. Continually draw near unto God, knowing that Christ is our Eternal
High Priest in the heavenlies. (Heb.10:22.)

6. Hold fast the true testimony of our faith. (Heb.10:23.)

7. In honor preferring your fellow believer. (Heb.10:24; Rom.12:10.)

8. Confess your short comings and sins before God often.
(1 Jn.1:9.)
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10. Continually maintain God’s Word in your heart. (Ps.119:11.)

11.  Study the Bible diligently and understand the marvelous plan of God.
(2 Tim.2:15.)

12.  Give Christ first place in your heart. Rom.12:1-2.

In order to grow in faith as believers, we need to avoid the wrong kind of
prayer requests and not pray amiss. God is not a God of confusion, but is
consistent in all his affairs. He desires to teach us his principles set forth in the
Bible. We live our daily life as believers for Almighty God and in his providence.
Remember, "Trust in the Lord with all with all thine heart, and lean not upon
thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct
thy paths." Prov.3:5-6. You will remain a babe in Christ, regardless of the years,
if you are not a workman, using the tools furnished to you in the Bible. You will
not know how to use the tools that God has provided, if you remain on only the
milk of God’s Word.

C. DEMANDING FROM GOD

It is one thing to claim the promises of God and another thing to demand
God to do what you want him to do. There are a few principles to be
remembered in our prayer of faith and I wish to list these for your admonition.

1. We must thoroughly understand the attributes of our Almighty God
as found in the Bible, for Christ has already prayed for our unity.
(Jn.17:21-26.)

2. As you pray, seek to abide in Christ as you make your prayer
requests, desiring to better understand the Divine viewpoint. As
believers we are set apart to do the will of God in order that we might
live fruitful lives. (Jn.15:7-9; Jn.17:17.

3. Sometimes we demand an answer to our prayers immediately, but God
waits the opportune time. (Ps.90:4; 2 Pet.3:8.)

4. As Spirit filled believers, our prayers should always be, "Thy will Be
done". (Matt.6:10; Matt.12:50; Matt.18:14; Matt.26:39;

S. God’s will has brought eternal life to us and God’s will guides us
through a life of faith. (Jn.1:12-13.)
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6. God who dwells within us through the Holy Spirit will guide you in
your prayer life of faith. He is greater than every situation. (Jn.16:13;
Rom.8:14; 1 Jn.4:4.)

7. Let the mind of Christ dwell in you as you request of God the Father
your various desires. Your demanding nature will be changed into a
spiritual outlook through the Holy Spirit. (1 Jn.4:9-13; Phil.2:5;
Rom.8:27; Rom.12:2; 1 Cor.2:13-16.)

The untaught believer has many problems in his Christian walk. Coming
out from a demanding world of people, he naturally desires to use the same
principles in the Christian way of life. Before he became a Christian he depended
upon strategy, determination, press- ure and the like, now it is a walk of faith
under the righteousness of God. Following the principles set forth in these seven
points just mentioned,it will give him a tremendous understanding of the
powerhouse of God. This will develop, by the help of the Holy Spirit, into an
established spiritual life. Anything less than a dedicated life to God’s Divine
principles cannot be tolerated by God. "What? Know ye not that your body is the
temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom ye have of God, and ye are not
your own? For ye are bought with a price; therefore, glorify God in your body
and in your spirit, which are God’s." 1 Cor.6:19-20. "Ye are bought with a
price; be not ye the servants of men." 1 Cor.7:23; "For as much as ye know that
ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver and gold, from your
vain manner of life received by tradition from your fathers, but with the precious
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot," 1 Pet.1:18-19.

I have previously mentioned that God sometimes will give you the desire
of your heart, but with the consequence of "leanness of soul". We must not
approach our God with a demanding attitude, but rather with a contrite heart,
acknowledging that we are “sinners saved by grace"! There are certain believers
who believe that they have the power to demand God the Holy Spirit to do what
they wish. They consider him as merely a great power house at their disposal.
This is far from the truth of God’s Word. He can be grieved and put to the side
in the believer’s life. In disobedience to the Holy Spirit, there are cases when the
power of the Holy Spirit is quenched. It is a dangerous situation to be a carnal
Christian, which presents the possibility of the quenching of the Spirit and
eventually causing the sin unto death. The Holy Spirit is given to us for our own
protection, our guide and teacher. (Rom.8:26; Gal.3:1-5; Jn.16:13; Rom.8:14.)
Seek to be led by the Holy Spirit, rather than try to demand from him your
selfish desires. Rather than be a demanding Christian submit to a commanding
God who loves you and always wants to do exceeding abundantly for you who
obey his voice.

May we always remember that we as those who are born again of God the
Holy Spirit are of "The Royal Family of God" and we approach our Heavenly
Father with our petitions by faith, but always according to the will of God who
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understands our every need before we ask. His great love for us goes back into
"Eternity Past”, before the foundations of the world. In his omniscience, our
Eternal God knows the end from the beginning, and all of the eternity to come.
By faith we can rest assured that as we exercise our faith, trusting in our
Heavenly Father, that his will in all things is all we need. We have the evidence
necessary for us to practice "Faith Rest" and know that God will provide the best!
Our loving Father will always do more than we could demand, sa let him be in
command!

In our further study of "Faith Principles”, Christ must be our all in all,
having the preeminent place in our lives. "Who is the image of the invisible God,
the first-born of all creation; For by him were all things created, that are in
heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or
dominions, or principalities, or powers - all things were created by him, and for
him; And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. And he is the
head of the body, the church; who is the beginning, the first - born from the
dead, that in all things he might have the pre-eminence. For it pleased the Father
that in him should all the fullness dwell;" Col.1:15-19. When we understand such
eternal truths from God’s Word, we can only say, "But by the grace of God I am
what I am; and his grace, which was bestowed upon me, was not in vain, but I
labored more abundantly than they all; yet not I, but the grace of God which was
with me. Therefore, whether it were I or they, so we preach, and so ye
believed." 1 Cor.15:10-11. All is of grace, for Christ is the author and the
finisher of our faith.

Biblical faith is the crux of our new life in Christ Jesus. This demands our
complete commitment and submission to our Heavenly Father. Regardless of our
wants, or even our needs, we can completely depend upon our Heavenly Father.
We come by faith in the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ, allowing God to
be in command, rather than our demand! We are to do all things in our new life
by faith for the glory of our Mighty God, regardless of the circumstances. As the
simple but meaningful chorus goes, "Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in his
wonderful face, and the things of the earth will grow strangely dim, in the light
of his glory and grace." By faith, take your burdens to the Lord and leave them
there! Don’t become frustrated or faithless, but depend upon the Holy Spirit to
guide you and comfort you. Always remember that he is interceding for you and
Christ our great high priest has entered the Holy of Holies in our behalf as our
Mediator and head of the whole church body. (1 Tim.2:5.)

Our every request, as we approach God should be in an absolute faith that
nothing is too hard for our Living God. "But without faith it is impossible to
please him; for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a
rewarder of them that diligently seek him." Heb.11:6. If you lack anything in the
category of faith, do not blame God, but rather blame your ignorance concerning
the character of God. "If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, who
giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not, and it shall be given him. But let
him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea
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driven with the wind and tossed."Jas.1:5-6. God has made ample provision for
us under every circumstance and is always ready to hear our requests when in the
right relationship with God the Father through our Lord Jesus Christ.

As we approach our Heavenly Father, it should always be up to God the
Father to have the final word. Yes, make your requests known to God, but the
final decision should be according to his will, and not our will. The Biblical
sequence of prayer should always be to God the Father, in the name of God the
Son, and by the guidance of God the Holy Spirit. Some of the hindrances have
already been mentioned, therefore, take heed as to how you exercise your faith.
When praying, distinguish between your wants and your needs. Always place
God’s work and his will first and exercise the faith principles set forth in the
Bible. Since becoming a child of God, our life is not of a fatalistic determination,
but rather based up the providence of God. No one needs to tell God about the
future, for he knows the end from the beginning. The Triune God is "Alpha and
Omega" and is not subject to anything in the world, or the ages to come. Let God
command you life, rather than you try to demand from God, who is the source
of all life! Be mindful of the needs of your fellow believer, knowing that we all
are members of the body of Christ.

QUESTIONS CHAPTER TWO
1. Why do we need to understand God’s principles of faith?
2. Explain briefly Colossians 2:6-8.
3. Why is faith so important in the believer’s life?
4. Name some ways that faith is misused in the Christian’s life?
S. Do we have "choice" or "instinct" in our Christian life? Explain
6. Explain some conditions involved in using John 15:7.
7. Explain the principle of "purpose" in our prayer
8. Explain Matthew 26:39.

9. How do we attain the "perfect will of God" in our christian life?
(Romans 12:1-2.)

10. What guide line do we have in exercising "faith"? Name seven such
steps with scripture.
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11.

12.

13.

14.
15.

16.

17.
18.
19.

20.

Name five reasons or conditions that may exist in a christian life when
asking for the wrongs things.

James 4:1-3.

What is one of the chief causes in the faithlesss life of a Christian?

How can we maintain a faithful life in the Lord? Name twelve ways
that this is possible.

Write briefly on "growing in faith as believers".
Name seven ways that we can avoid demanding from god.

What are some problems that an untaught carnal believer has in the
life of faith?

What attitude should believers have toward the Holy Spirit?
Why is it necessary to use the faith principles by the Holy Spirit?
Explain Rom.8:26; Gal.3:1-5; John 16:13; Rom.8:14.

Write briefly on "faith necessary to achieve God’s command"
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CHAPTER THREE
THE SOURCE OF FAITH
INTRODUCTION

As believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, the Eternal Son of God, who gave
himself a ransom for our souls, we become utterly dependent upon Almighty God
for all things. As in Acts 17:28; we read, "For in Him we live, and move, and
have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his
offspring." Since we are completely dependent upon Almighty God, we must also
consider that God is our source of all that is in life, even our faith. We must
understand to separate between our position in Christ Jesus as Savior, Lord and
Master and our experience and conditions under which we live a life of faith,
glorifying our Lord Jesus Christ. Upon the authority of God’s Word, we become
aware of our resources and the conditions required. Apart from the Lord Jesus
Christ, we are nothing and the Lord reminds us. "For God, who commanded the
light to shine out of darkness, hath shone in our hearts, to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this
treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and
not of us." 2 Cor.4:6-7.

This situation that exists as saints of God gives us the assurance that our
position before God the Father is as sure as the Lord Jesus Christ is the Eternal
Son of God. Some day in our glorified body, as the Lord himself presents us to
the Father, we will be absolutely blameless and will enter into that glorious state,
never to even have the taint of sin in our lives, as the Bride of Christ. God has
provided so great salvation and that unconditionally which is the source of our
faith and life on into eternity to come.

A. AUTHOR AND FINISHER OF OUR FAITH

In the Christian life it is very easy to get involved in insignificant affairs
of this present life and become entangled in a useless worldly routine. The Bible
reminds us through many examples and evidence to refrain from being beset by
the things which are seen. "For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant
grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God. For
which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man
is renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which is but for a moment,
working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while we look
not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the
things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are
eternal.” 2 Cor.4:15-18. This is where "Faith" plays an important part in our life.
"For now we see in a mirror, darkly; but then, face to face; now I know in part,
but then shall I know even as I am known." 1 Cor.13:12. God has given us
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ample evidence of how the cares of this world system can absorb all or most of
your time, and leave you with very little time to devote to the eternal things. This
causes us to draw little from a "Faith Rest" life which God wants to freely give
to all of his children. "Wherefore, seeing we also are compassed about with so
great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth
so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,
looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was
set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the
right hand of the throne of God." Heb.12:1-2.

Since the Lord Jesus Christ is the author of our faith, we certainly are
completely dependent upon him for every ounce of our faith. There is no room
for any of us as Christians to boast about our faith or feel defeated because we
lack wisdom in applying faith. As the Bible says, "If any of you lack wisdom, let
him ask of God, who giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not, and it shall
be given him. But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth
is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that man
think that he shall receive anything of the Lord." Jas.1:5-7. These are important
statements concerning the use of faith, which comes from the Lord himself. If
you are in the right relationship, with the Lord you will be given the right amount
of faith for every situation which you face. God will give you both the faith
through Christ as well as the wisdom to use that faith to the praise and glory of
God.

B. BIBLICAL AUTHORITY OF OUR FAITH

As we have reviewed the origin of faith, we also have the authority to use
this faith from the Biblical standpoint. Perhaps the best way to describe this is
to quote a series of examples from the Bible which should give us sufficient
evidence. Let us choose out a few of the hundreds of acts of faith recorded in the
Bible.
1. The creation of mankind in the image of God. (Gen.1:26-27.)
2. The Institute of Marriage. (Gen.2:24.)
3. The promise of the Messiah. (Gen.3:15; Isa.7:14.)
4. The Flood and the sign of the Rainbow. (Gen.6:1-9:17.)

S. God multiplied the languages upon the earth at the Tower of Babel.
Gen.11:1-9.)

6. The separation of the chosen race of people for the preservation of the
Messianic Hope. (Gen.12:1-9; Gen.15:1-18; Deut.32:8.)
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9.

10.

11.
12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.

23,

The mystery of the King/Priest Melchizedek. Gen.14:18-20;
Heb.5:5-10; Heb.7:1-28.)

The giving of the commandments, to the chosen race of people.
Exo0d.20:1-17,

Giving of the Promised Land to Israel under Joshua. The Book of
Joshua,

God’s preservation of the Messianic lineage through Ruth and Boaz.
The Book of Ruth.

Hannah’s vow and faith. 1 Sam.1:9-28.
The unconditional Covenant of Abraham. (Gen.15:1-18.)

Unconditional Covenant of David. (1 Chron.17:11-13; 2 Sam.7:16,24;
1 Ki.9:5.)

The pouring out of the Holy Spirit upon all flesh.
(Joel 2:28; Acts 2:1-6.))

The ruling nations revealed to Daniel. (The Book of Daniel)

The coming kingdom of a thousand years. (Isa.11; Isa.35:3-10;
Isa.65:20-24; Zech.14:9; Rev.20:1-3.)

The mystery age of the age of grace, (The church Age).Matt.16:18.)
The rapture of the saints. (Jn.14:1-6; 1 Thess.4:13-18; 1 Thess.1:10.)
The great tribulation. Matt.24:15-24; Rev.6-18.)

The Battle of Armageddon. (Rev.19:11-21.

The Great White Throne Judgement. (Rev.20:11-15.)

The New Heavens and the New Earth. (Isa.65:17; Rev.21.)

New Paradise (Rev.22.)

These are Biblical evidences of those fulfilled as well as those to be

fulfilled in the fullness of time. This why the Word of God speaks about “Faith"
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being of evidence and of substance or reality. Now let us discuss some of the
conditions necessary in the practice of faith principles, in the believer’s life.

C. CONDITIONAL ACCESS OF OUR FAITH

Our salvation is unconditionally promised by God’s Word, based entirely
upon the merits and finished work on Calvary by the Lord Jesus Christ. There
is nothing that we can add to or take away from the complete salvation which
God the Father offers through God the Son and becomes a reality by the new
birth through God the Holy Spirit. "For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life." Jn.3:16. That is a definite and absolute fact based upon God’s
Word, without conditions, other than accepting God’s provision "By Faith". "But
without faith it is impossible to please him; for he that cometh to God must
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him."
Heb.11:6. But even your faith is a gift from God, through the Lord Jesus Christ.
"Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that
was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the
right hand of the throne of God.:Heb.12:2.

However, there are responsibilities that the saints have in order to be in
good standing before God the Father. We are saved by grace alone, and Christ’s
righteousness becomes our acceptability before God the Father. That positional
truth never changes, but our daily walk with God through faith is determined by
several important conditions, as follows.

1. Confessing known sins before God, with forgiveness and cleansing
from all unrighteousness by God. (1 Jn.1:9.)

2, Right relationship with fellow believers. (1 Jn.4:20-21;
1 Jn.1:7.)

3. Not grieving God the Holy Spirit. (Eph.4:30.)
4. Abiding in Christ and favorable to His Word. (Jn.15:7.)

5. Seeking to honor the will of God rather than the will of your wants.
(Rom.8:27.)

6. Not quench the power of the Holy Spirit in your life.
(1 Thess.5:19.)

7. Present your life a living sacrifice to the cause of Christ and not
conformed to this world system but allow the Holy Spirit to keep on
filling your life. Rom.12:1-2; Eph.3:17-19; Eph.5:17-18.
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These are important issues in our Christian walk, and as we strive toward
such a goal, our prayer life of faith becomes meaningful, producing eternal fruit
through the Holy Spirit, which is acceptable to the Lord. "For we were once
darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord; walk as children of light. For the fruit
of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth, proving what is
acceptable unto the Lord." Eph.5:8-10. Your prayerful life of faith will then be
controlled by the Lord as you walk the life of faith in the power of the Holy
Spirit. If, as a Christian, you are living a life of sin or cluttered up with the
affairs of the world, you cannot expect God the Holy Spirit to fill your life.
Remember also that it is not that you get more of the Holy Spirit, but rather that
he gets all of you. Study carefully and prayerfully those seven principles with the
Scripture and apply them to your life. "This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and
ye shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and
the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary the one to the other, so that ye
cannot do the things that ye would. But if ye be led by the Spirit, ye are not
under the law." Gal.5:16-18. We have liberty in the Lord, but we are not to be
lawless, but rather under the authority of the Holy Spirit.

By applying these seven issues to our Christian life, we meet the
conditions necessary for our prayer life. Yes we can ask what we will, and it
shall be done unto us, provided that we are abiding in Christ, seeking to do His
will and walking in the power of the Holy Spirit. Your prayer requests will then
be governed to bear fruit unto God the Father. Your prayers of faith will also be
backed by the intercession of both God the Holy Spirit and God the Son.
"Likewise, the Spirit also helpeth our infirmity; for we know not what we should
pray for as we ought; but the Spirit himself maketh intercession for us with
groanings which cannot be uttered. And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what
is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according
to the will of God. And we know that all things work together for good to them
that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.”
Rom.8:26-28. "My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not.
And if any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous. And he is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but also
for the sins of the whole world." 1 Jn.2:1-2.

Yes, there are conditions as saints of God in our life by the prayers of
faith. The faith principles by which we live are very important as to how we
approach our Heavenly Father. As members of the body of Christ, we need to be
aware of the unity that is necessary for our spiritual life. Our approach to God
the Father must always be in the name of God the Son, and led by God the Holy
Spirit. Since we have been bought with a price of the Eternal Son of God, we are
no longer our own. Since we are under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, it is
essential that we fulfill the conditions necessary to ask for the right things "By
Faith" and according to the will of God. Although we are pilgrims in this world
with our citizenship in heaven, we are dependent upon the complete help from
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God during our journey through this present life. Our faith should always seek
the Divine viewpoint so that we do not ask for the wrong things. We have God’s
promises from the Bible and it is necessary that we abide by the Word of God.
The more that we understand of the Word of God, the more spiritual we become,
for the word of God knows our every thought and intent. "Let us labor,
therefore, to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of
unbelief. For the Word of God is living, and powerful, and sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the
joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the heart. Neither is there any creature
that is not manifest in his sight, but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes
of him with whom we have to do. Seeing, then, that we have a great high priest,
that is passed into the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our
profession. For we have not an high priest who cannot be touched with the
feeling of our infirmities, but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without
sin. Let us therefore, come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need." Heb.4:11-16.
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10.

11.

12.

QUESTIONS CHAPTER THREE
Name some of the ways in which we are totally
dependent upon God .
Explain Acts 17:28.
Write briefly on 2 Corinthians 4:6-7.
Explain 2 Corinthians 4:15-18.
Who is the giver of our faith? Explain Hebrews 12:1-2.
What does James 1:5-7 tell us if we lack anything?

Name some examples of Biblical Faith fulfilled and yet to be fulfilled.
Give Scriptures.

Name three unconditional covenants. Two in the Old Testament and
one in the New Testament.

What are the requirements for approaching God in the prayer of
faith? Give seven requirements and the Scripture.

Explain Ephesians 5:8-10.
Explain Galatians 5:16-18.

Write briefly on Hebrews 4:11-16.
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CHAPTER FOUR

LITTLE
FAITH



CHAPTER FOUR
LITTLE FAITH
INTRODUCTION

The Lord himself is always thoroughly aware of every thought, word and
deed of his creation of mankind, and certainly he is mindful of those who become
believers in the finished work of Calvary’s cross. As Christ spent those brief
years with the disciples, he recognized their "Little Faith". The Bible clearly sets
forth those important principles to guard against this lack of sufficient faith.
Sometimes, we as Christians want to use our faith, only when all else fails. This
we have dealt with as a "Prayerless Approach". Sometimes our faithlessness is
due to the weakness of the flesh, the lack of Biblical knowledge, or allowing the
cares of the world to control our lives. Whatever the case may be, our cure from
these obstacles can be found in the precious Word of God. God never limits one
in the exercise of the amount of faith, but rather, this lack of faith comes to
believers as they fail to draw upon the mighty faith which God makes available
to them.

A. PRAYERLESS APPROACH THROUGH POOR FAITH.

Young Christians in the faith, or those older untaught Christians, are often
ignorant of the faith principles involved as members of the "Royal Family Of
God". Their former religious life or way of life was so patterned to pay for
anything that was so desired or required, rather than do without it. The heathen
offered cattle sheep and goats to the witch doctor. The religious person went
through a form of worship but knew nothing about a loving Heavenly God. As
carnal babes in Christ, we often neglect our dependence upon God even when all
seems to be going well. When everything seems to be going well, one can fail to
keep in close touch with the heavenly Father through prayer. Suddenly, they are
faced with a problem, or set back and they panic and do not know which way to
turn. They may even cry out to God and blame him for their terrible situation or
problem. Since they previously spent very little time in communion with God,
with a prayerless life, their approach to their Heavenly Father seems unreal. The
fellowship through prayer has been neglected and the panic approach is frustrating
and disturbing to one’s Christian walk in the Holy Spirit. It causes one to push
panic buttons, rather than to trust in the Lord regardless of circumstances.

As believers and members of the Divine family of God, we need not to be
anxious about the cares of this life, for our Heavenly Father watches over us.
Listen to what the Lord said to his disciples. "Therefore, I say unto you, Be not
anxious for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your
body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than food and the body than
raiment? Behold the fowls of the air; for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor
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gather into barns, yet your Heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better
than they? Which of you by being anxious can add one cubit unto his stature?
And why are ye anxious for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they
grow; they toil not, neither do they spin, and yet I say unto you that even
Solomon, in all his glory, was not arrayed like one of these. Wherefore, if God
so clothe the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is cast into the
oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of “Little Faith" Therefore, be
not anxious saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, With what
shall we be clothed? For after all these things do the Gentiles seek. For your
heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But seek ye first
the kingdom of God, and his righteousness, and all these things shall be added
unto you. Be, therefore, not anxious about tomorrow; for tomorrow will be
anxious for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is its own evil."
Matt.6:25-34. The whole crux of the Christian life is to be in constant
communication with our Heavenly Father, living the "Faith Rest" Christian life
as members of the "Household of Faith".

Prayerlessness and faithlessness go side by side and cause one to be out
of fellowship with the Lord. Although we might continue to pray, our prayers are
often canceled before the throne of God. However, when a saint is out of
fellowship with the Lord, then, prayerlessness is usually the results. There are
many causes of lack of fellowship with our Heavenly Father, as has been already
dealt with. May we just mention a few of the very important ones.

1. Grieving the Holy Spirit. (Eph.4:30.)
2. Conformed to the system of the world. (Rom.12:2.)
3. Unconfessed sin. (1 Jn.1:9.)

4. Not allowing the Holy Spirit to keep on filling your life with the things
of God. (Eph.5:8.)

5. Quenching the power of the Holy Spirit in ones life.
(1 Thess.5:19.)

6. Lack of prayer in one’s daily life. (1 Thess. 5:17.)

7. Neglecting to assemble together with other believers of like faith.
(Heb.10:22-25.)

Since Christ is the author and finisher of our faith, there is an ample
supply of faith available. We need to constantly pray for one another that we
might continue to draw our faith from the great storehouse of God. Peter was
faced with the onslaughts of Satan, but Christ upheld him in prayer. "And the
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Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may
sift you as wheat; But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not. And when
thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren." Lk.22:31-32. Peter thought that in
his own strength that he was strong enough. "And he said unto him, Lord, I am
ready to go with thee, both into prison, and to death.” Lk.22:33. But the Lord
knew his weakness, "And he said, I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow this
day, before that thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest me." Lk.22:34. We all
know the results, as Peter denied his Lord three times before the cock crowed.
(Lk.22:54-62.) Peter was zealous for the Lord prior to this and even attempted
to walk on the water, which he did as long as he kept his eyes upon the Lord.
(Matt. 14:24-33.) Peter cried out, "Lord, save me. And immediately Jesus
stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith,
why didst thou doubt? " Matt.14:30b-31. There is faith sufficient for all believers
in the presence of Almighty God. May we claim the promises of God! We are
reminded from the Bible, to ask for more faith, as the apostles did. "And the
apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith. And the Lord said, If ye had faith
as a grain of mustard seed, ye might say unto this sycamine tree, Be thou plucked
up by the root, and be thou planted in the sea; and it should obey you." Lk.17:5-
6. However, as we offer the prayer of faith, we do need to have a purpose or
reason for a particular request and not to blindly exercise our faith. The disciples
of Jesus had trouble exercising their faith and the Lord had to rebuke them. They
could do nothing to help the epileptic son of a certain man. "Then the Lord
answered and said, O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with
you? How long shall I bear with you?" Matt.17:17a. "Then came the disciples to
Jesus privately, and said, Why could not we cast him out? And Jesus said unto
them, Because of your unbelief; for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a
grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Move from here to yonder
place; and it shall move; and nothing shall be impossible unto you. Howbeit, this
kind goeth not out except by prayer and fasting" Matt.17:19-21. Note three
important features in what the Lord said to his disciples.

1. There are various amounts of faith. vs.17, & vs.20.

2. Faith must be accompa»nied by prayer and sometimes by fasting as
well. Vs, 21.

3. Christ did not remove the mountain, for their was no purpose to do
So0.

There is another important truth that should be considered and that is the
time when Christ desired some figs from a certain fig tree. "Now in the morning
as he returned into the city, he was hungry. And when he saw a fig tree along the
way, he came to it, and found nothing on it but leaves only, and said unto it, Let
no fruit grow on thee henceforward forever, and presently the fig tree withered
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away. And when the disciples saw it, they marveled, saying, How soon is the fig
tree withered away! Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily I say unto you,
If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye shall not only do this which is done to the fig
tree, but also, if ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou
cast into the sea, it shall be done. And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in
prayer, believing ye shall receive." Matt.21:18-22. Note this particular
illustration, with the following important truths.

1. Christ had a need to satisfy his hunger. vs.18.

2. There should have been figs on the tree, as the leaves indicated this.
vs.19.

3. Naturally the fig tree would not wither immediately, but with the word
from the Creator, he over ruled the natural. vs.20.

4. The fig tree is an emblem of Israel, and therefore Christ had a double
reason to demonstrate as they rejected him as their Messiah. His
authority was challenged in Matthew 21:23-27,

S. Prayer and our belief are necessary, remembering not to ask amiss,
or for selfish reasons. (Jn.15:7-8.)

6. Even though we have faith to remove obstacles or mountains in our
Christian walk, it all must be done with the Divine viewpoint in Divine
love. 1 Cor.13:2.

May we be reminded that prayer requires faith and faith is an incentive to
pray. Man’s extremity is God’s opportunity. Spend much time in prayer,
maintaining an attitude of prayer as we walk in the light of God’s precious word.
(1 Jn.1:7.) God has revealed his righteousness unto us through faith. "For I am
not ashamed of the gospel of Christ; for it is the power of God unto salvation to
everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. For in it is the
righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, The just shall
live by faith." Rom.1:16-17. Faith becomes the link to our heavenly citizenship
and gives us endless care from our future heavenly home! Many of our loved
ones who have already reached the place called "Paradise", continually grow in
the knowledge of our Heavenly Father and in favor of our loving Lord. There is
an important encouragement that we may have as we pray the prayer of faith, and
that is when the Lord gives us results. We may start out with little fasith, but that
little faith may grow as we practice faith an d experience the great and mighty
things of God through prayer. (Jer.33:3.)

The carnal Christian and the babe in Christ, fail to use the mighty weapon
of prayer, and flounder around through this present life, continually defeated with
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a fruitless life through a poor spirit. This causes a poor weak faith which always
leads to a defeated Christian life. Such a one often attempts to live religiously by
their own limited good works, but become failures. They may even go through
a form of godliness, denying the power of God and also be fruitless toward God.
They become very similar to those mentioned in one of Christ’s parables.
"Hearken: Behold, there went out a sower to sow. And it came to pass, as he
sowed, some fell by the wayside, and the fowls of the air came and devoured it.
And some fell on stony ground, where it had not much earth; and immediately
it sprang up, because it had no depth of earth. But when the sun was up, it was
scorched; and because it had no root, it withered away. And some fell among
thorns, and the thorns grew up, and choked it, and it yielded no fruit." Mk.4:3-7.
These prayerless Christians with poor faith develop into fruitless lives, which
brings discouragement and a continual lack of faith. May I remind you that your
faith must be flavored with the Divine love from God the Holy Spirit to be
effective for the praise and glory of God. In chapter 13 of first Corinthians, this
particular truth is often confused with human love, rather than a part of the
package elements of the fruit of the Spirit. "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, self-control; against
such there is no law." Gal.5:22-23. Note some important factors related to this
Scripture.

1. Love is mentioned at the beginning of these characteristics that we
should have from the Holy Spirit.

2. Since these are part and parcel of a single fruit, "Faith" is included as
an important factor that comes from God the Holy Spirit.

3. This fruit is based upon the principle of "Grace" and not according to
"Law". s.23.

4. We have our life in the Holy Spirit, therefore we are also to walk in
the Spirit. Gal.5:25.

5. Our faith is to be used for the glory of God rather than our
"Vainglory". Gal.5:26.

May we as believers desiring God’s perfect will done in our lives, "By
Grace", avoid a prayerless life. May we desire to be fruit bearing and so
glorifying our Heavenly Father. May our prayer life be in harmony with God the
Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. This can never be accomplished
by the will of the flesh. Always remember God’s Word. "Forasmuch as ye know
that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver and gold, from your
vain manner of life received by tradition from your fathers, but with the precious
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.” 1 Pet.1:18-19.
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"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift
of God - Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we
should walk in them." Eph.2:8-10.

There is no way that we can boast, as to our faith, for all that we will ever
be is by the grace of God. Even our understanding of God’s Word, comes as a
gift from the Holy Spirit, who guides us into all truth. As believers we are
completely dependent upon Ged, who alone sustains us. The more we understand
about the Bible, being taught by the Holy Spirit, the greater will be our faith in
our loving God. Knowledge as to what God can do is essential as to what our
walk of faith will accomplish. The Lord Jesus Christ desires to accomplish great
things through us, as we yield to his will for our lives. "Call unto me, and I will
answer thee, and show thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not."
Jer.33:3. You exercise the faith which is available to you, through the knowledge
of the Word of God, and God will accomplish those great and mighty things in
and through your life. We can gain knowledge of the Bible, but wisdom and
discernment must come through the help of the Holy Spirit. "Now unto him who
is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to
the power that worketh in us, unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus
throughout all ages" Eph.3:20-21a.

B. WEAKNESS OF THE FLESH.

As we continue our study of the Bible we are admonished, "Trust in the
Lord with all thine heart, and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy
ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. Be not wise in thine own
eyes; fear the Lord, and depart from evil." Prov.3:5-7.

What the Lord has begun in making us new creatures in Christ Jesus, so
he will absolutely complete without a shadow of doubt! The Lord Jesus Christ
wants to present us to our Heavenly Father as blameless. "I thank my God always
on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by Jesus Christ, that in
everything ye are enriched by him, in all utterance, and in all knowledge, even
as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you; So that ye come behind in no
gift, waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, who shall also confirm you
unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God
is faithful, by whom ye were called unto fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord." 1 Cor.1:4-9. Note the following truths from these passages.

1. Your position before God is based upon "Grace", given to you by the
Lord Jesus Christ. vs. 4,

2. Our witness as well as knowledge must be enriched by the Lord.
vs.5-6.
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3. There will be rewards awaiting for our faithfulness, when the Lord

raptures us home to those prepared mansions. vs.7. (Jn.14:1-6; 1
Cor.3:9-16; 2 Cor.5:10.)

4. The Lord Jesus Christ will present us "Blameless" in "The Day of the
Lord." (1 Cor.1:8; 1 Thess.5:23; 2 Pet.3:14.)

Let me remind you, as a student of the Word of God, to allow the Holy
Spirit to establish you in the Christian life. The flesh is weak, and totally
depraved apart from Almighty God. Paul the apostle, being led by the Spirit
reminded us of the weakness of the flesh. He being led of the Holy Spirit showed
us the strife between the two natures. the flesh and the spirit. “For we know that
the law is spiritual; but I am carnal, sold under sin. For that which I do I
understand not; for what I would, that I do not; but what I hate, that do I. If
then, I do that which I would not, I consent unto the law that it is good. Now,
then, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. For I know that in me
(that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing; for to will is present with me, but
how to perform that which is good I find not. For the good that I would, I do
not, but the evil which I would not, that I do. Now if I do that I would not, it is
no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me." Rom.7:14-20. This revelation
from the Holy Spirit will help us to understand the weakness of the flesh and the
necessity of the Holy Spirit to prevent "Little Faith", by allowing the Holy Spirit
to prepare us for greater faith. Note some important factors in Romans chapter
seven verses 14-20.

1. The laws of God are spiritually understood and present the
requirements of our Holy God. vs. 14.

2. We do not understand the mighty workings of God apart from the
Holy Spirit for the flesh is weak. vs.15.

3. To do that which is right according to the law, the flesh is weak and
God had to send his Son to fulfill the law in our stead. vs. 16.
(Rom.7:2-)

4. The flesh is weak due to indwelling sin, making one totally depraved.
VS. 17‘18.

s. Sin that dwelleth in us as a natural person prevents us from having
any merit before God.

The Lord, being the author and finisher of our faith is obviously what the

Holy Spirit desires us to understand in these passages. Whatever faith we might
have must be received from the Lord Jesus Christ, by "Grace" alone. “But by the
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grace of God I am what I am; and his grace, which was bestowed upon me, was
not in vain, but I labored more abundantly than they all; yet not I, but the grace
of God which was with me. Therefore, whether it were I or they, so we preach,
and so ye believed." 1 Cor.15:10-11. The important issue here stated and given
by the Holy Spirit, is the utmost dependence that we should maintain before the
Holy Spirit. That wonderful eleventh chapter of Hebrews gives us evidence of
marvelous faith among those who were absolute weak, but through their
weaknesses, they became strong in the Lord. (Heb.11:34.) Paul recognized the
source of his strength when he was battling over the thorn in the flesh. "For this
thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. And he said unto
me, My grace is sufficient for thee; for my strength is made perfect in weakness.
Most gladly, therefore, will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of
Christ may rest upon me" 2 Cor.12:8-9. Paul was able to refrain from complaints
as to the thorn in the flesh, for he could say through the Holy Spirit, "Therefore,
I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in
distresses for Christ’s sake; for when I am weak, then am I strong. 2 Cor.12:10.
Faith is very dependent upon the giver of faith and therefore we become strong
in the Lord as we depend upon strength from the Lord. The Holy Spirit used Paul
the apostle to encourage all believers of all times. "Now I exhort you, brethren,
warn them that are unruly, encourage the fainthearted, support the weak, be
patient toward all men. See that none render evil for evil unto any man, but ever
follow that which is good, both among yourselves, and to all men, Rejoice
evermore,
(1)  Pray without ceasing, In everything give thanks;for this is the will of God
in Christ Jesus concerning you.
2) Quench not the Spirit.
(3)  Despise not prophesyings.
()] Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.
(5)  Abstain from all appearance of evil.
And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit
and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ. Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it." | Thess.5:14-24.
Let us practice the faith which the Lord Jesus Christ offers to us, and you
can rest assured that your faith will increase as the needs arise. A prayerless life
is also a faithless life. May our approach to God be with thanksgiving and praise
as well as requests to an all hearing God, and be a continual factor throughout
our lives. Your prayer life can be hindered when you or I do not have the right
relationship with fellow believers of the household of faith. Your relationship with
your immediate family circle is very important, and specifically with your wife.
"In like manner, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving
honor unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the
grace of life, that your prayers be not hindered." 1 Pet.3:7. Your prayers of faith
should bring results. Perhaps you have been discouraged with a prayer life and
become prayerless as you approach God. Your family relationship may cause «
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prayerless life through the weakness of the flesh. "Give ear to my prayer, O God,
and hide not thyself from my supplication.: Ps.55:1. "Rejoice in the Lord always;
and again I say, rejoice. Let your moderation be known to all men. The Lord is
at hand." Phil.4:4-5. It is essential that the head of the household maintains
family devotions, and meets the countless problems that a growing family faces.
This assembling together as a family is necessary in maintaining the principles of
faith.

The Word of God reminds us of our utter dependence upon Almighty God
for all things. As Christians we are "Bought with a Price"! It would be next to
impossible for us to stand against the wiles of the Devil, the world and the flesh,
had not God provided us with the indwelling of God the Holy Spirit. We can
easily excuse ourselves by saying, "The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak".
How true that is, and that is the reason why "By Faith", we depend upon the
guidance of the Holy Spirit. The faith which the Lord offers to us is not the
problem, but rather the conflict that we face between the Divine viewpoint and
the human viewpoint. We may experience "Little Faith", because we are enslaved
to walking in the flesh fulfilling the lusts thereof, rather than walking in the
Spirit. "This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lust of the
flesh." Gal.5:16. Our faith and trust in God gives us an insight of the things of
eternity. "While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which
are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are
not seen are eternal.” 2 Cor.4:18.

1. THE TOTAL DEPRAVITY OF MANKIND.

God through his Word, reckons us so weak that we all fall short of the
requirements which God demands. "As it is written, There is none righteous, no
not one; There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.
They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there
is none that doeth good, no, not one.” Rom.3:10-12. "For all have sinned, and
come short of the glory of God." Rom.3:23. The best that we could do in the
flesh, falls far short of what God demands. "But we are all as an unclean thing,
and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf, and
our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away. " Isa.64:6. Such statements from
the Bible, certainly do not exalt the natural man, but reminds us that we must
depend upon God to provide our every need, both in this present life and eternity
to come. That is why the Lord must of necessity supply our very faith. It also
reminds us, that all glory and honor and praise are due unto God. We who are
Christians should not be boastful of any accomplishments. "But we have this
treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and
not of us." 2 Cor.4:7. .

If we as believers recognize that the flesh is weak and learn the lesson, not
to lean upon one’s own understanding, we then will rely upon the God given
faith, making possible a victorious life in and through the Lord Jesus Christ. The
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liberty which God has by grace granted us, is based upon the finished work of the
Lord on Calvary’s cross and his righteousness, accepted by faith. This liberty
which is by faith is a walk in newness of life. "Therefore, we are buried with him
by baptism into death, that as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of
the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been
planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of
his resurrection; Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the
body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. For he
that is dead is freed from sin. Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we
shall also live with him, knowing that Christ, being raised from the dead, dieth
no more; death hath no more dominion over him. For in that he died, he died
unto sin once; but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God." Rom.6:4-10. Our
strength is not in our flesh, or what we are able to do or not to do, but we are
completely dependent upon the Lord Jesus Christ because of the weakness of the
flesh. This provides us with the mighty power of the Eternal God!

2. ALL MANKIND BORN SPIRITUALLY DEAD.

All mankind is born spiritually dead and a dead man cannot accomplish
anything, therefore we are totally dependent upon God’s provision, even in our
faith which is a gift from God. By faith our identification is through our God
given faith in Christ Jesus. "But after faith is come, we are no longer under a
schoolmaster. For ye are all the sons of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as
many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ." Gal.3:25-27.
These facts are essential for us to reckon with as those who were formerly
spiritually dead. This is why we need to walk worthy of this high calling in Christ
Jesus, with all meekness, knowing we are nothing but dead vessels apart from
Christ. "I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy
of the vocation to which ye are called, with all lowliness and meekness, with
long-suffering, forbearing one another in love, endeavoring to keep the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are
called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God
and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all." Eph.4:1-6.
There is no question about the oneness in Christ as being a reality and not a
ritual! We who were dead spiritually have been made alive by the new birth
through the Holy Spirit. If you are a believer with "Little Faith", remember that
you need not stay in such circumstances, being made a new creature in Christ
Jesus who is the author and finisher of our faith. (Heb.12:2.)

We have been redeem and set free from the wrath to come upon the
ungodly. The law was given to reveal the demands of God, and since we were
spiritually dead, it would be impossible for us to claim life from God by the law.
“For if they who are of the law be heirs, faith is made void, and the promise
made of no effect, because the law worketh wrath; for where no law is, there is
no transgression. Therefore, it is of faith, that it might be by grace, to the end
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the promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but
to that also which is of faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all." Rom.4:13-
16. Although we are weak through the flesh and once were dead spiritually, we
have been made alive in Christ through faith in Christ, who provides the victory.
"He that is dead is freed from sin. Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe
that we shall also live with him, knowing that Christ , being raised from the
dead, dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him. For in that he died,
he died unto sin once; but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God." Rom.6:7-10.
Christ has made us alive spiritually, and may we exercise our faith, which is also
a gift from God.

3. BLINDED BY THE GOD OF THIS WORLD.

Every soul coming into this world, potentially is a target of Satan and
regardless of the circumstances, he will brain wash them with his deception. "But
if our gospel be hidden it is hidden to them that are lost, in whom the god of this
age hath blinded the minds of them who believe not, lest the light of the glorious
gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them." 2 Cor.4:3-4.
We who have had Christian parents can be thankful for the Bible teaching that we
have received. It is of great importance that our children are taught the glorious
gospel message, as well as the foundational truths of the Bible. When the
children are deprived of the gospel or neglected in being taught God’s word, they
become easy targets for Satan to brain wash them and claim them as his own.
Satan would like to imprison them as faithless subjects of his wicked realm. Satan
desires that his subjects have no faith, or blind faith. Once these precious souls
accept the glorious gospel message, it is impossible for Satan to brain wash them.
However, although Satan or the demons cannot indwell a believer, these demonic
forces can harass all of us who have put our trust in the Lord Jesus Christ. We
can thank God for the indwelling of God the Holy Spirit, who dwells within us
forever!

It is very important for all believers to activate the faith given to us and
hide God’s word in our hearts that we may not sin against him. "Wherewithal
shall a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed thereto according to thy
word. With my whole heart have I sought thee; Oh, let me not wander from thy
commandments. Thy word have I hidden in mine heart, that I might not sin
against thee." Ps.119:9-11. It is imperative that we accept God’s word by faith
and never doubt. "Hast thou faith? Have it to thyself before God. Happy is he
that condemneth not himself in that thing which he alloweth. And he that doubteth
is condemned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith; for whatsoever is not of
faith is sin." Rom.14:22-23. We are all guilty of this, sometime in our lives, and
need the strength of Almighty God to overcome this weakness. May we take God
at his word, never doubting but always trusting! May we always remember,
"Faithful is he that has promised."
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To become strong in the Lord and withstand the devil, we need to apply
the whole armor of God. "Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the
power of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil." Eph.6:10-11. Be ready at all times with the truth
of God’s word, which is the Sword of the Holy Spirit. Proclaim that glorious
gospel, using that shield of faith which will quench the firey darts of the wicked.
Make sure that your priorities in life are the things that are eternal. "For the love
of money is the root of all evil, which, while some coveted after, they have erred
from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. But thou, O
man of God, flee these things, and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith,
love, patience, meekness. Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life,
unto which thou art also called and hast professed a good profession before many
witnesses." 1 Tim.6:10-12.

It is expedient that our faith continually grows as we reach toward maturity
in Christ Jesus. "We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is
fitting, because your faith groweth exceedingly, and the love of everyone of you
all toward each other aboundeth. So that we ourselves glory in you in the
churches of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and
tribulations that ye endure." 2 Thess.1:3-4. We need to be sound in the faith
(Tit.1:13.), so that we can combat the evil forces. We need not lack in anything
as we have a continual High Priest before God the Father, even the Lord Jesus
Christ, who continually intercedes for us. As we approach our heavenly Father,
we come by faith and full assurance. "Having therefore, brethren, boldness to
enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which he
hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh, and having an
high priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full
assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our
bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the profession of our faith
without wavering (for he is faithful that promised),” Heb.10:19-23. Let us
consider God’s escape route by faith from that terrible brain washing by satan.
"Therefore, we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard,
lest at any time we should let them slip. For if the word spoken by angels was
steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompense
of reward, how shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation, which at the
first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that
heard him. God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with
diverse miracles and gifts of the Holy Spirit, -according to his own will?"
Heb.2:1-4.
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