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PREFACE

This course is a study in the Book of the Colossians, for the purpose of
exploring the Shikinah glory of Almighty God, giving the Eternal Son of God,
the Lord Jesus Christ, the pre-eminent place in our Christian walk. The Author
of Colossians, God the Holy Spirit, used Paul the Apostle to not only correct the
local church of their errors in legalism and mysticism, but to establish the
importance of the Word of God as the criteria and mode of life for the Christians.
There will be many references to the other Epistles, confirming what was written
to the church of Colosse. This local church was faithful in fruit bearing for the
Lord, ever since the Gospel first came to them. But error was found within the
assembly, which had to be dealt with, not only for the immediate church but for
all of the churches down through this church age of grace. Paul was given this
authority to write, being led by the Holy Spirit. "Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ
by the will of God." Col.1:1. Our emphasis will not be upon the historical
background, but rather upon the established truth in the Bible. We face a similar
skeptic and mystic approach today with the various cults and religious groups,
which try to delve into spiritism, avoiding the truth of God’s Word. What seemed
to be leading such into a religious life, was actually depriving them of the
abundant life in Christ Jesus.

God the Holy Spirit, through Paul is giving warning, not only to the
church in Colosse but to all of us in every age. Knowledge without discernment
is always dangerous in any realm, and especially in the things of God. Wistful
thinkers like to speculate and attempt new patterns of thought, apart from the
Spirit of God. May the Word of God give us the safe guard against such.
“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but test the spirits whether they are of God;
because many false prophets are gone out into the world. By this know ye the
Spirit of God: every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh
is of God. And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the
flesh is not of God; and this is that spirit of antichrist, of which ye have heard
that it should come, and even now already is in the world.” 1 Jn.4:1-3. As we
study the Book of Colossians, our main emphasis will be to glorify God in all of
His fullness. "But these things are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through His name."
Jn.20:31.

The Holy Spirit gives us ample warning of these various teachings, where
the religious groups or cults use familiar terminology but subtly bring in heresies
or just part truths. For many years we have been confronted with a "Hyper-
Dispensationalism”, and right now we are being faced with "Progressive -
Dispensationalism", which cannot be clearly defined at this present time. But, be
aware of these changes. "Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary
humility and worshiping of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not
seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind." Col.2:18. This heresy being taught
to the young Colossian church developed into a human thought pattern called,



"Gnosticism. So now there are those theologians who are working on the
development of a progressive establishment of the kingdom, which could be
similar to a partial return of "Post-millennialism” "Beloved, believe not every
spirit. but test the spirits whether they are of God; because many false prophets
are gone out into the world.

It is always good to remind oneself of 2 Timothy 2:15. "Study to show

thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth." There are important rules and regulations in which
we have, in studying God’s Word. May I just list these for your admonition.

1.

20

5.

6.

Knowing the author of the Bible with all of His characteristics and
personality as found in the Bible.

Keeping the interpretation of God’s Word in context and applying it
to the designated recipients.

There are many applications to the Word of God, but one
interpretation.

Know the over all plan of God for all ages, so the Bible can be rightly
divided.

Recognize dispensational truth, but discover that without the shedding
of blood there is no remission of sins. (Heb.9:22.)

Differentiate between Israel and the church. (Rom.9 & Rom.11.)

God is calling out a bride for Christ during this age of grace, with a
special out pouring of the Holy Spirit from Pentecost until the
Rapture. (Joel 2:28; Acts.2:1-4; Jn.14:16-17;)

The Old Testament saints had their sins covered, until Christ Died on
the cross, with the removal of their sins. New Testament saints
immediately have their sins removed, because of the perfect sacrifice
of the Eternal and Incarnate Son of God. Lev.1-7; John 3:15-18;
Jn.5:24; Rom.3:21-26; Rom.8:1-4; Eph.3:1-5; Eph.2:4-10.)

God is gathering together, during this age of grace a specific body of
Christ, born immediately of the Holy Spirit, in preparations as the
bride of Christ. This began at Pentecost and will close with the
Rapture of the saints. This is of great importance as we consider
Israel and the church, during this age of grace.(Jn.14:16-17; Jn.3:5-8;
1 Cor.12:13; Acts 2:1-4; 1 Thess.4:13-18.



10.

11.

Bear in mind that Old Testament saints are in two divisions, (1) Those
before the nation Israel, (2) Those of the nation Israel through whom
the Messianic hope was preserved. Enoch a good example of those
before Israel became a nation, through the lineage of Shem and
confirmed with Abraham.. (Gen.5:21-24; Jude 14-15.) Gen.12-17:19.

The New Testament Saints are divided as follows. (1) From Pentecost
until the Rapture takes place. (Acts.2:1-4; 1 Thess. 4:13-18.) (2) The
Tribulation saints, including the 144,000 missionaries from among the
Jews, and those who received their message, (Rev. 7:1-17; Rev.14:1-7.
During the tribulation, there will be God’s special messengers, Moses
and Elijah who will also witness for three and one half years.
(Rev.11:1-12;) Then the special angel of God with the everlasting
Gospel. (Rev.14:6-7.) (3) The kingdom Saints, described by Christ as
"sheep" (Matt.25:31-40.) There will be those who will flee to the hills
during the onslaught of Satan, and be protected during the tribulation
in a place of refuge, prepared by God. (Matt.24:15-26; Rev.12:13-17.)
These will enter into the kingdom of righteousness, when Christ
returns with the saints of all previous ages. There will also be others
who will survive the tribulation, who haven’t taken the mark of the
beast. There will also be those born during the kingdom age who will
be among the kingdom saints. Then there will be the tribulation saints
who were slain because they would not take the mark of the beast.
Rev.20:4-6

May the Lord , through the Holy Spirit, guide you and teach you His

precious and living Word, as you study the principles laid down in this textbook.
As Paul wrote to Timothy, being led by the Holy Spirit may I commend the
Epistles unto you for your admonition in the Word of God. "These things write
I unto thee, hoping to come unto thee shortly; But if I tarry long, that thou
mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is
the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. And without
controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifested in the flesh,
justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the nations, believed on in
the world, received up into glory." 1 Tim.3:14-16. May the glory of God be
manifested in each of our lives, giving Christ the pre-eminent place in our every
thought, word and deed.

Rev. Dr. Andrew J.Losier



FORWARD

I have asked a precious brother in Christ to write the forward of this
textbook, whom I learned to love through our rich Christian fellowship, while at
Dallas Theological Seminary. We have had the privilege of traveling through
Texas during Christmas vacation together, singing in a quartet and proclaiming
the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. God has used him greatly through radio
preaching, Bible classes and other ministries for the Lord. May I introduce to
you, my dear brother in the Lord, Joe MacNamee of San Antonio, Texas.

I was saved in 1932 and the next year I found myself in the Dallas
Theological Seminary with a group of godly loving and aggressive young men.
The following year a quintet toured South Texas, singing and preaching the
Word, in several Texan styled churches, during the Christmas holidays. Upon
graduation from the Dallas Theological Seminary, two of those young men went
to the mission field. Andy Losier to Africa and Fred Frewing to South America.
As for me, the Lord opened the door for a radio program in San Antonio, Texas.
It so happened in the providence of God, when I was saved in 1932, that I made
one resolution, "Read the Bible through in a year". The Dear Lord helped me
keep this resolution, and through this reading, I found more texts than I could
preach on in ten years. Spiritually, I grew stronger in that year than any time
since. Because of the blessings in reading the Bible through in that year, I renew
that resolution each year.

Reading through Colossians I find myself quoting particular verses quite
frequently, such as, "Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath
translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son; In whom we have redemption
through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins; Who is the image of the invisible
God, the first - born of all creation; For by him were all things created, that are
in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones,
or dominions, or principalities, or powers - all things were created by him, and
for him; And he is before all things, and by him all things consist." Col.1:13-17.
With such statements, we see the great doctrines of the Deity of Christ, His pre -
eminence, the completeness of our salvation, and our very life is found in him.
Epaphras had taught them well, but they were warned by the Holy Spirit, to
watch out for those who want to put some philosophy and asceticism in with the
pure gospel.

Paul’s prison helpers as recorded in Colossians chapter 4 , deserve a
comparison with David’s mighty men, as we read in 2 Samuel chapter 23:8-39.
I admonish those reading this Biblical textbook and others of Dr. Losier’s, to read
the Bible through each year as a great help in finding the treasures from God’s
precious word.

Brother Joe Mac Namee
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CHAPTER ONE

To God be the Glory !
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CHAPTER ONE
THE PRE-EMINENT GLORY OF CHRIST
INTRODUCTION

When the Eternal Son of God entered this world as the Incarnate One, He
came submissive to the will of the Father and obedient unto the Holy Spirit. The
supreme glory of God was hidden, demanding faith from those whom the Father
gave to Him. In our day and age, we have both the past records to depend upon
as well as the out pouring of the Holy Spirit. The epistle gives us the Eternal Son
of God as the one in whom all pre-eminence should be given in order to enjoy
the abundant Christian life. This abundant life in Christ Jesus is based upon God’s
marvelous grace toward us, through His Eternal Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. We
therefore do not hope to attain favor before God by our own works, but through
the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ. This should established a peace within
every believer, giving him confidence and stability in serving the Lord. "Grace
be unto you, and peace, from God, our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ."
Col.1:2b.

God the Holy Spirit gave us a wonderful description of our glorious Lord
Jesus Christ, the Eternal Son of God in having the Book of Colossians written by
Paul. Opinions of the Lord Jesus Christ must give way to such a description as
we have recorded in Colossians 1:15-23. Paul was given this privilege to receive
such a declaration, being appointed as an "Apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of
God." God the Holy Spirit is exalting the second person of the Trinity, by
declaring Him as the image of the invisible God. Paul’s introduction is marvelous
in it’s scope. Let us just list these various truths which are especially found in the
first chapter of Colossians, with a brief explanation.

1. "Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God."

Paul, becoming an apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ was by the will of God
and was not a self imposed position. It also was not a man given appointment, but
of God. "Paul, an apostle (not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and
God the Father, who raised Him from the dead)" Gal.1:1. Paul had to defend his
appointment as an apostle before the counsel in Jerusalem. "For do I now seek
the favor of men, or of God? Or do I seek to please men? For if I yet pleased
men, I should not be the servant of Christ. But I make known to you, brethren,
that the gospel which was preached by me is not after man. For I neither received
it of man, neither was I taught it, but by revelation of Jesus Christ." Gal.1:10-12.
Paul spent time in Arabia after his conversion and then returned to Damascus
before he met with the disciples. (Gal.1:15-18.) The Lord Jesus Christ, whom
Paul beheld on the way to Damascus became Paul’s teacher. God had a specific
work for Paul to do, being led by the Holy Spirit. Paul was well prepared for his



high calling as an apostle as well as for the establishing of the early church. He
had one of the finest theological educations at the feet of Gamaliel. "I am verily
a man who is a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city
at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to the perfect manner of the law of
the fathers, and was zealous toward God, as ye all are this day." Acts 22:3. He
declared himself a fellow saint with Timothy. "Paul an apostle of Jesus Christ by
the will of God, and Timothy, our brother, to the saints and faithful brethren in
Christ who are at Colos’se: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God, our Father,
and the Lord Jesus Christ." Col.1:1-2.

2. Grace and peace comes from our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.

There is no possibility of merit before God the Father, but by grace, and
that is only available in and through the Lord Jesus Christ. Worldly religions try
to discover another way of gaining merit and favor after death, but all is in vain.
Mankind is totally depraved apart from God and all of our own righteousnesses
are counted by God as filthy rags. (Isa.64:6.) There is nothing that we can do or
give that will satisfy Almighty God, and that is why our acceptance before God
the Father must come by the marvelous grace of our loving Lord. Having been
accepted by the Father through the merits of the Eternal Son of God, then we can
enjoy the peace of God which passes all knowledge. What possibly could we offer
to God who is the Creator of all, including our very being.

3. "Giving thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ"

The Triune God cannot be separated, for they are in perfect unity with
equal status. So often we fail to offer thanks to God, being bogged down with our
requests. God the Father is invisible, but always ready to listen to our prayers,
as they are made through and in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. "And
whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be
glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask anything in my name, I will do it.” Jn.14:13-
14. Having been created by God, we also are subject to God in all things. "Be
anxious for nothing, but in everything, by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known unto God." Phil.4:6.

4. "Praying always for you"

It is a joy and privilege to pray for those of "The Household of Faith",
especially those who are in sweet fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ. The
Divine love which is manifested in us, through the fruit of the Spirit, combines
the saints together with a hope which we have in heaven, secured and sealed by
the Holy Spirit. These saints had been taught by Epaphras, who was a faithful
minister of Christ. (Col.1:7.) Teaching one another in the most holy faith is very
essential in our Christian life.



S. The Apostle Paul’s prayer for the Saints. (Col. 1:9-14.)

Paul was never too busy to pray continually for the fellow believer. He
was aware of the great need that all believers had to "be filled with the
knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;" Paul had a
heart of love for the brethren, with a great desire to establish the saints in the
most holy faith. He cared nothing about his bondage and prison sentences but his
one concern was to glorify the Lord and establish the saints in the Word of God.
He knew that whatever circumstances that he found himself in, all was for the
furthering of the Gospel. He spent days and nights in prayer and please note what
his desire was.

Walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing.

Be fruitful in every good work.

Continual increase in the knowledge of God.

Strengthened in the power of God.

Practice patience and take the continual suffering joyfully.

Give God the Father sufficient thanks, for such a rich inheritance.
Thankful for being delivered from the power of darkness.

Made partakers of the kingdom of His dear Son.

Being redeemed through Christ’s blood, the remission of our sins.

With all of the suffering that Paul went through,(2 Cor.11:16-33.), he still
had a desire to pray for others. He met the Lord Jesus Christ, and that made the
difference. (2 Cor.12:1-10.) The contrast in Paul’s life before his conversion and
after his conversion is a complete turn about, because the Lord met him face to
face by the Divine and sovereign grace. As he was zealous in opposition to
Christianity, so he became extremely zealous for the furthering of the Gospel.

THE PRE-EMINENT GLORY OF CHRIST

There never was a time when The Lord Jesus Christ came into existence,
for He is the Creator of all things as the second person in the Trinity. "All things
were made by Him; and without Him was not anything made that was made."
Jn.1:3. God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit are united in all
things and have always existed as the Triune God. Their characteristics are the



same, but have agreed upon certain activities of revelation as they associate with
their creation. Christ is given the pre-eminent place in the plan of the Triune
God. Christ being the very image of God the Father becomes our all in all
throughout eternity. "Who is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all
creation; For by Him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in
earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or
principalities, or powers - all things were created by Him, and for Him; And He
is the head of the body, the church; who is the beginning, the first-born from the
dead, that in all things He might have the pre-eminence. For it pleased the Father
that in Him should all the fullness dwell." Col.1:15-19. Here are some important
factors concerning the Lord Jesus Christ, which we briefly mention as to our
Savior’s character. The Lord never had a beginning but always existed, and never
will have an ending. As Creator of all things, He could not be created.

A. THE ETERNAL EXISTENCE OF THE LORD JESUS
CHRIST

May we be reminded that the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ was not
something that was attached to Him, during any particular time period, but was
His from eternity past, being co-equal with God the Father and God the Holy
Spirit. May we remind you that Christ, being the Creator of heaven and earth,
and is the exact image of the Invisible God the Father, could in no way have been
created. May we examine just some of the characteristics of the Lord Jesus
Christ, Throughout the New Testament, you will not find a more complete
description of the Glory of God in Christ Jesus our Lord, than in the Book of
Colossians.

1. Christ is the exact image of God the Father. (Col.1:15.)
2. His incarnation is the first born of all creation. (Col.1:15.)
3. Christ the Creator of all things. (Col.1:16; Jn.1:3.)

4. All creation, thrones, dominions, principalities and powers were all
created for the glory of Christ. (Col.1:16.)

S. Christ always existed and all things consist by him. (Col.1:17.)

6. Christ is the cornerstone and head of the body, which is known as the
church. (Col.1:18; Eph.2:20.)

7. Christ being the resurrection and the life, layed down His life and
took it again, being the first-born from the dead. (Col.1:18.)



8. Christ has the pre-eminence over all things. (Col.1:18.)

9. God the Father has fully approved that His Son should have all the
fullness of creation. (Col.1:19.)

10.  Reconciling all things unto Himself, by the blood which was shed upon
the cross. (Col.1:20.)

19. The saints have been accepted holy and blameless, not to be reproved
in His sight. (Col.1:21-23.)

We as sinners, saved by grace, should rejoice that we have been called
into this marvelous eternal life, chosen by the Lord to be the bride of Christ. We
as members of the body of Christ, we have not just been given the forgiveness
from our sins, but adopted into the Royal family of God, and have become joint
heirs with Christ. "Having predestinated us unto the adoption of sons by Jesus
Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will. To the praise of
the glory of His grace, through which He hath made us accepted in the Beloved."
Eph.1:5-6. "The Spirit Himself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the
children of God; And if children, then heirs - heirs of God, and joint heirs with
Christ - if so be that we suffer with Him, that we may be also glorified together."
Rom.8:16-17. With all of the glory of the Son of God, we too shall share in that
eternal praise and glory. "And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the
mystery, which from the beginning of the ages hath been hidden in God, who
created all things by Jesus Christ, to the intent that now, unto the principalities
and powers in heavenly places, might be known by the church the manifold
wisdom of God, according to the eternal purpose which He purposed in Christ
Jesus, our Lord, in whom we have boldness and access with confidence by faith
of Him." Eph.3:9-12.

The eternal existence of the Lord Jesus Christ is clearly set forth, not only
in the Book of Colossians, but through out the Bible. Let us just list some of
these important references.

1. Before Abraham was, "I Am", (Jn.8:58.)
2. The Lord Jesus Christ is the eternal Word. (Jn.1:1-2.)

3. The Lord as Creator of all things could not be created, but had always
existed with the Father. (Jn.1:3.)

4. Christ is the source of life. (Jn.1:4; Jn.10:28.)

S. Christ and God the Father are one. (Jn.10:30.)



6. Christ being the very God is to be worshipped. (Heb.1:6.)
7. Christ has an eternal throne. (Heb.1:8.)

8. Christ laid the foundations of the earth and created the heavens.
(Heb.1:10.)

9. Christ is the "Alpha and Omeg’a", the beginning and the ending.
(Rev. 21:6.)

10.  Heis called, Wonderful, Counselor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace. Isa.9:6b.

The Eternal Son of God is thoroughly dealt with in my latest textbook,
entitled, "Christ The Eternal Son of God". The Lord Jesus Christ neither had
a beginning or will He ever have an ending. The exceptionally clear example of
this is found in the king and priestly life of Melchizedek of the Old Testament.
Note what the Lord has recorded in the Bible. “"For this Melchizedek, king of
Salem, priest of the Most High God, who met Abraham returning from the
slaughter of the kings, and blessed him, to whom also Abraham gave a tenth part
of all, first being, by interpretation, King of righteousness, and after that also
King of Salem, which is, King of peace; Without father, without mother, without
descent, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like unto the
Son of God, abideth a priest continually." Heb.7:1-3. This can be none other than
the Lord Jesus Christ of the Old Testament. Christ’s entrance into this world
came through the virgin birth, not as the start of His beginning, but rather as
merely an entrance into this world as the Incarnate One. Christ never had a
birthday, for He always existed and always will exist as the Eternal Son of God.
To be the express image of God the Father, He had to be equal in all of the
Father’s traits.

B. THE ETERNAL WORK OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

“But when the fullness of time was come, God sent forth His Son, made
of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that
we might receive the adoption of sons." Gal.4:4-5. This is an astounding
revelation of the timing of this great event, "The Incarnation of the Eternal Son
of God". Why was this so necessary? The character of God was threatened
through a battle that started in heaven among His heavenly creatures, called the
angels. God had given His angels the freedom of choice between light and
darkness, truth and error, right and wrong, and everything that God stood for, or
what God was against. We do not know how long it was before the chief angel
called Lucifer, decided to subtly oppose God as we have recorded in Isaiah
chapter 14:12-17. Lucifer pronounced the five "I Wills", and straight way



gathered his army of angels around him. God in His omniscience was aware of
all of this and had won the battle before it began. The Triune God had fore-
known just exactly what they would do. This entailed the creation of man in
God’s own image as the Bible teaches."And God said,Let us make man in our
image, after our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea,
and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over
every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God created man in His
own image, in the image of God created He him; male and female created he
them." Gen.1:26-27. "And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground,
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul."
Gen.2:7. Why was man so important in God’s victory over the evil forces? God
knew that His creation, on planet earth would be infiltrated by rebellious Lucifer
who became the Devil, Satan and also named the Serpent. Satan took over one
angel out of every three of God’s angels, and so, it would not be hard to take
over earthly man. BUT GOD, had already prepared a human body for His Son,
the first fruits being created in the likeness of man, but without sin. The seed of
the woman was the channel through which the Eternal Son of God would come
to this earth and deal with the sin question once and forever. Note Gen.3:15;
Isa.7:14; and as we quoted, Gal.4:4-5. The demons, combined with rebellious
mankind are causing great turmoil upon this earth, BUT GOD’S "So Great
Salvation” has been established almost two thousand years ago, through the
sacrificial death of the Son of God upon the cross. May we just list some of the
results from the death and resurrection of the Eternal Son of God.

1. God the Father has made everlasting peace by the sacrifice of His Son
on the cross and raising Him up again from the grave. (Col.1:20.

2. Christ having removed the barrier of sin has restored and reconciled
all things to the Godhead, both on earth and in heaven. (Col.1:20.)

3. The human believers become friends of God, Christ having paid the
debt and established peace. (Col.1:20-21.)

4. The human believers of all ages will now be able to be presented to
God the Father, blameless, and holy and the judgement of sin
removed and unreproved. (Col.1:22.)

S. By the removing of the sin barrier, the victory has been won and God
will now be able to make His new heavens and new earth wherein
dwelleth eternal righteousness and sin will be removed forever.
(Dan.9:24.)

6. God could manifest His mercy through grace, upon those who believe.
(Rom.3:21-22; Eph.2:5-8.)



Now since this is an eternal work of the Lord Jesus Christ, our salvation
is entirely based upon the credentials of the Eternal Son of God. It would seem
as though one could lose all of these rights, if our faith failed us. That is not
necessarily so, for we who have trusted in the Lord have been reconciled to God
the Father through Christ’s shedding His blood on Calvary’s cross. However, we
can experimentally be disturbed and perplexed, if we are not grounded and settled
in the word of God. Positionally, we who believe on the Lord are established, but
experimentally, we may have been taught the wrong interpretation of the Word
of God. There are some who have tried the "By-Products” of Christianity, just
tasting the Gospel of Christ, but never being born again. These can be classified
as never personally accepting Christ as Savior. To continue in the faith is to be
born of God the Holy Spirit, and made a new creature in Christ Jesus. God’s
grace has been made possible through His Son, and we therefore experience
peace that passes all understanding.

GROUNDED AND SETTLED IN THE FAITH

"If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away
from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to
every creature that is under heaven, of which I, Paul, am made a minister"
Col.1:23. Being made new creatures in Christ Jesus, we become securely and
steadfastly grounded and settled in the most holy faith. How is that accomplished?
It certainly is not dependant upon visions, or any type of our very personal
accomplishments, but rather upon the guidance of the Holy Spirit as we study the
Word of God. Paul was greatly concerned about the young church at Colosse. He
rejoiced in the Lord that his efforts in teaching them were not in vain. When we,
as Paul, stand up and make our stand for the Lord, in spite of our afflictions or
persecution, we then have reason to rejoice in the Lord. The Word of God
establishes us in the faith and enables us to stand firmly upon the promises of
God. "For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labor of love, which
ye have shown toward His name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do
minister. And we desire that every one of you do show the same diligence to the
full assurance of hope unto the end; That ye be not slothful, but followers of them
who through faith and patience inherit the promises."” Heb.6:10-12.

There are many "Homo Sapiens” in this world who have been exposed to
Christianity and have enjoyed some of the by products of this new life, but have
"Fallen Away", from the exposure of the faith. They may have tasted some of the
good things that God the Holy Spirit has implanted in others, but never made the
final decision. These need to make the first step of faith and be born of the Holy
Spirit. Then and then only can they begin to be established in the faith and work
toward maturity. "Therefore, leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let
us go on unto perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead
works, and of faith toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of
hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgement. And this will



we do, if God permit. For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened,
and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Spirit,
and have tasted the good Word of God, and the powers of the age to come, if
they fall away, to renew them again unto repentance, seeing they crucify to
themselves the Son of God afresh, and put Him to an open shame." Heb.6:1-6.
In other words, anyone who has been born again, cannot crucify Christ afresh,
for then Christ would have to return to the cross and be crucified again. This is
impossible. So anyone who has fallen away, could only do so, after having been
exposed to the Gospel and the Holy Spirit, but that one who has merely tasted
Christianity has never made the final decision. This would merely make them
candidates for the new birth, having never accepted Christ as their personal
Savior. We know this as a certainty because eternal life is everlasting and one
cannot fall away from everlasting life which God gives freely, through the Lord
Jesus Christ. God provides life that never will end through the sacrificial death
of the Lord upon the cross.

CHRIST IN YOU THE HOPE OF GLORY.

When God promises to give you something, there is no turning around
with Him, for His Word is as His immutable character. Note what the Lord said,
concerning His Father. "As thou has given Him power over all flesh, that He
should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given Him. And this is life
eternal, that they might know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom
thou has sent.” Jn.17:2-3. "My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they
follow me. And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither
shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My Father, who gave them to me, is
greater than all, and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand. I and
my Father are one.” Jn.10:27-30. These are strong statements, direct from
Almighty God, "Christ in you the hope of glory”. It is amazing, how God has
poured out His eternal love upon His creatures, making known the riches of the
glory of His Eternal Son to the saints. Qur perfection is 100% in Christ Jesus!

Since our hope is based upon God’s eternal Word, we need not doubt our
credibility before God the Father. Since Christ has counter signed this hope, with
His own precious blood, we have absolute assurance, through the Lord Jesus
Christ, who has been given all authority, both in heaven and earth. We who have
put our trust in the Lord, have also been sealed by the Holy Spirit, and indwelt
by the Lord Jesus. As Christians, let us be mindful of the great inheritance that
we have in Christ Jesus. "Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ
Jesus, who being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with
God, but made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a
servant, and was made in the likeness of men; And, being found in fashion as a
man, He humbled Himself and became obedient unto death, even the death of the
cross.” Phil.2:5-8. Christ became obedient unto death, that He might make us,
by faith, partakers of His eternal life.



C. THE ETERNAL POSITION OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST.

It is an amazing position that each person in the Godhead has eternally,
in relation to each other. God the Father is the invisible one whom no one can see
and live. It was Moses who desired to see the face of Almighty God, with whom
he had this special communication. "And he said, I beseech thee, show me thy
glory. And He said, I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and I will
proclaim the name of the Lord before thee, and will be gracious to whom I will
be gracious, and show mercy on whom I will show mercy. And he said, Thou
canst not see my face; for there shall no man see me, and live." Ex.33:18-20.
God the Father is invisible and is only revealed through His Son, the Lord Jesus
Christ. Some day we shall see the Lord face to face and be like Him.

As to the Eternal Holy Spirit, we have an experience of newness of life
through Him, who indwells us forever. Elijah also desired to see God with a
direct revelation of the Holy Spirit. Here is God’s answer to Elijah. "And He
said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the Lord, and, behold, the Lord
passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and broke in pieces
the rocks before the Lord; but the Lord was not in the wind. And after the wind
an earthquake; but the Lord was not in the earthquake. And after the earthquake
a fire; but the Lord was not in the fire; “And after the fire a still, small voice."
1 Ki.19:11-12. It was the Lord Jesus Christ who became flesh and dwelt among
us and we will some day see Him in His glorified body.. He had prepared
Himself a body before the foundation of the world, so that He could become our
redeeming sacrifice. "Wherefore, when He cometh into the world, He saith,
Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me;"
Heb.10:5. We were purchased out of the slave market of sin, not with silver nor
with gold, "But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish
and without spot, who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the
world, but was manifest in these last times for you," 1 Pet.1:19-20. The Lord
Jesus Christ, as the Eternal Son of God has always existed as the great “I Am"!
One day, when we see the Lord face to face and be like Him with our glorified
bodies, we will behold that eternal glory which Christ has always had with the
Father. Our present desire as believers should be, "That the God of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and
revelation in the knowledge of Him. The eyes of your understanding being
enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of His calling, and what the
riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the exceeding
greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His
mighty power, which He wrought in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead,
and set Him at His own right hand in the heavenly places, far above all
principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named,
not only in this age, but also in that which is to come; And hath put all things
under His feet, and gave Him to be the head over all things to the church, which
is His body, the fullness of Him that filleth all in all." Eph.1:17-23. What a
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statement direct from God! The eternal glory of the Lord Jesus Christ is to be
shared with the saints of all ages. "That their hearts might be comforted, being
knit together in love and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to
the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ,
in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge." Col.2:2-3.
God’s marvelous grace covers it all!

As the true church and the body of Christ, we need to be knit together in
Christ Jesus, and not limited to any particular group within the church. Yes, we
need to assemble together and be affiliated with Bible believing groups, but
fellowship with all Bible believers. This is what Paul proclaimed to the church
at Colosse. It is therefore imperative that our faith remains steadfast in Christ
Jesus, being , "Rooted and built up in Him, and established in the faith, as ye
have been taught, abounding with thanksgiving." Col.2:7. Heaven is going to be
a glorious unification of the saints of all ages, and therefore we ought to practice,
being rooted together in Christ now, and established in the most holy faith. It is
Christ who will always have the pre-eminent place in all of His creation, and our
unity in Him is very essential. Being members of the body of Christ, it is
imperative that we establish a Christian fellowship with each other, giving Christ
first place in our lives, knowing that we shall see Him face to face and be like
Him. May our faith not waver, knowing, "Christ in you the hope of glory". so,
positionally, we are eternally established in Christ Jesus. We are to share with
Christ’s eternal glory as the bride of Christ. "For in Him dwelleth all the fullness
of the Godhead bodily. And ye are complete in Him, who is the head of all
principality and power." Col.2:9-10.

COMPLETION OF ALL THINGS IN CHRIST JESUS

This is indeed a very strong position that we are called into, by faith.
Christ is the "Incarnate One" and is the total expression of the Triune God. To
make our position secure, we are sealed by the Holy Spirit. (Eph.1:13.) The body
of Christ as the future bride will be absolutely complete and blameless by the
grace of God. Because of Christ, we will be given a special place throughout
eternity, as the bride of Christ in our glorified bodies. Let us explore the four
chapters in the Book of Colossians, and observe the various references to Christ
as the Supreme, "All in All"! Christ is the visible expression of the Godhead and
providing "Homo Sapien’s" communication with the “Invisible God". Throughout
the Old Testament, it was the Eternal Son of God who made His appearances,
when it was necessary. For that “Incarnate Body" was prepared before the
foundation of the world, in order to communicate with mankind, who was made
in the image of God. Let us examine some of the ways in which Christ was and
is supreme. May we always remember, "For the Father judgeth no man, but hath
committed all judgement unto the Son; That all men should honor the Son, even
as they honor the Father. He that honoreth not the Son honoreth not the Father,
who hath sent Him." Jn.5:22-23. Christ must have the supreme place in our lives
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now and throughout eternity. We have God the Holy Spirit within us, so that He
might lead us into all truth, glorifying the Lord Jesus Christ. The Eternal Son of
God is God the Father’s communication with His creation. Christ is called,
Immanuel, God with us. Let us study some of these ways in which Christ is
supreme, from the Word of God as seen in the New Testament.

10.

11.
12.

13‘

14,

15.

THE NEW TESTAMENT DECLARES CHRIST SUPREME
Authority over all nature. (Matt.8:23-27; Mk.4:36-41; Lk.8:22-25.

The light of the world. (Jn.1:9-10; Jn.3:16-17; Jn.8:12; Jn.9:5;
Jn.12:46;)

The pre-existence and preincarnate work of Christ. (Jn.8:58;Jn.1:3;
Heb.1:2;)

Co-equal with God the Father. (Jn.10:30; Matt.16:27; Jn.5:19-23;
Matt.11:26; Jn.14:7-11; Col.1:15..)

All judgement given to Christ. (Jn.5:22; 2 Cor.5:10; Rev.20:11-15.)
Christ the source of all life. (Jn.1:4; Jn.11:25-26.)

Grace, pardon and righteousness comes through Christ. (Rom.5:17-21;
Eph.4:7.)

Christ is the only way of salvation. (Jn.3:16-18; Acts.4:12.)
All blessings come through Christ Jesus. (Eph.1:3-14.)

God the Father hath put all things in the hands of Christ, (Eph.2:22-
23; Col.2:9.)

All needs are supplied through Christ. (Phil.4:19.)
Christ the object of the Christian’s faith. (Phil.3:8-14.)

Christ is given the power to change our bodies into a glorified body.
(Phil.3:20-21; 1 Jn.3:1-3.)

Christ the Creator of all. (Jn.1:3; Col.1:16.)

Reconciliation only through Christ. (Col.1:20-22; 2 Cor.5:18-19.)
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16.  All wisdom to be found in Christ. (Col.2:2-3; Col.3:16.)

These statements from the Bible certainly declare the Lord Jesus Christ as
supreme and our all in all. God the Father hath richly blessed us with all spiritual
blessings in Christ Jesus. Study carefully Ephesians chapter one verses 3-14.
Christ has paid the debt as well as removed the barrier of sin and therefore we
are subservient to the Lord Jesus Christ. "Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly
places in Christ, according as He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of
the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love."
Eph.1:3-4. Are you ready and looking forward to seeing Christ face to face?
May each of us be found faithful to the Lord, awaiting His "Well Done".

CONCLUSION

As we have made a quick survey of the supreme Christ, it is also
imperative that we understand the mysteries of so great salvation, through Christ.
The Lord Jesus Christ, the Eternal Son of God is the ultimate honor, praise and
glory to be manifested in all creation. This takes into an account the billions of
angels as well as all of mankind. We as "Homo Sapiens” were made in the image
of God, and then we became totally depraved. It was also necessary that we
should be made new creatures in Christ Jesus. The marvel of marvels is the
special treatment that we will get in the heavenlies, as the bride of Christ. We
shall not only share in the glory of Christ as His bride, but we also are made to
be "Joint Heirs" with Christ Jesus. We will have a seat of honor in the presence
of Christ, who will be our "Bridegroom”. The friends of the Bridegroom will
become our friends throughout eternity to come. "Oh the depth of the riches both
of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgements, and
ways past finding out! For who hath known the mind of the Lord? Or who hath
been His counselor? Or who hath first given to Him, and it shall be recompensed
unto Him again? For of Him, and through Him, and to Him, are all things: to
whom be glory forever. Amen." Rom.11:33-36.

The pre-eminent glory of Christ will be shared by us throughout eternity,
to the praise and glory of God. May we make every effort in this life to witness
to the saving grace of our loving Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. We as His
ambassadors have been called into this marvelous life to glorify our precious
Savior. May the Holy Spirit have full sway in our lives, and keep on filling us
with Himself, as we tell the world that Jesus saves, keeps and satisfies. May we
always remember that, "Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them,
because greater is He that is in you, than he wha is in the world.They are of the
world; therefore speak they of the world, and the world heareth them. We are of
God. He that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. By
this know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.” 1 Jn.4:4-6. Since Christ
is to receive all glory and honor, we should take heed to Christ at all times. By
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the grace of God we are what we are because of the love of the Lord Jesus
Christ, shed abroad in our hearts. "Now the God of peace, that brought again
from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood
of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do His will,
working in you that which is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to
whom be glory forever and ever. Amen." Heb.13:20-21.
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11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

16.

QUESTIONS CHAPTER ONE
Through whom do we glorify God? Give Scripture.
What is the purpose of the Holy Spirit in this world? Give Scriptures.
How did Paul become an apostle?
How do we obtain grace and truth? Give Scripture.
Give a description of Paul’s prayer for the church at Colosse.

Give some Scriptural evidence that Christ is the exact image of God
the Father.

Give some Scriptural proof, denoting the pre-eminence of Christ.

What is meant by "The first born of all creation", as found in
Colossians 1:15?

Who according to the Scriptures is Creator of all things? Please
explain.,

What evidence do we have in the Scriptures that Christ always
existed?

What is meant by "Christ the Corner Stone"?

What is the eternal work of the Lord Jesus Christ?

Name at least 5 of the results of the death and resurrection of Christ?
When and how is one grounded and settled in the Christian faith?
Write briefly on the subject, "Christ in you the hope of glory".

Write briefly on the subject, "The eternal position of the Lord Jesus
Christ".
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CHAPTER TWO

To God be the Glory !
SN\

“The heavens declare

the Glory of God;
the skies proclaim

the work of His hands.”
Psalms 19 : 1

The Eternal
Glory of God



CHAPTER TW

THE ETERNAL GLORY OF THE TRIUNE GOD
INTRODUCTION

We need to constantly remind ourselves as creatures of God that nothing
can be added to or taken away from the Triune God. They will always remain as
perfect and complete with no variableness or need to alter their course in eternity.
We cannot fully understand this unique situation with our finite minds, but we
must accept it as written in the Bible. They will always remain the same,
yesterday, today and forever. (Heb.13:8.) These truths apply to Jesus Christ, who
is equal in all characteristics as God the Father and God the Holy Spirit. The
unity and the oneness in the Triune God is absolutely marvelous and beyond our
comprehension. Let us examine some of these profound statements as recorded
in the Bible.

A. THE UNITY IN THE TRIUNE GOD

Within the Godhead, there always has been perfect unity, and equality in
characteristics. Each person in the Godhead has equal power with perfect
harmony and glorification. The three persons are One God, with the same
characteristics. "Hear therefore, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord. And
thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy might." Deut.6:4-5. In this reference we have both the plural for God
as well as the singular, relating to the Godhead both in the individual personalities
as well as the three persons in one, which we call the Triune God. The individual
relationship of the three personalities in Almighty God is absolutely perfect and
without any conflict. Perhaps the best way to illustrate this is with the various
parts of a tree. You have a root system as well as a trunk and branches, yet they
cannot be separated, for then they would not be classified as a tree. There are
many combinations of three elements within one unit, such as an egg, having
yoke, the white and the shell, water in the form of a liquid, vapor and ice, a
person with the sir name, first name and middle name, and we could give many
other examples similar to these. An outstanding example is the use of only three
colors, Red, blue and yellow, and from these three we can combine them in many
ways, making every color in existence. Since black and white are colorless they
are not considered. The Godhead is unique and in a class by themselves as the
Word of God teaches. It is not for us to question what the Bible teaches, but we
accept it by faith, knowing it is the Word of God.

Let us consider the unity within the Triune God, as the Bible presents
these facts. The first reference to the plural personality in the Godhead is Genesis
chapter one and verse one. The plural word "Elohem" is used when the heavens
and earth were crated. It is our first encounter with a unified God,as we face
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God, "creating out of nothing", both the heavens and the earth. There are also
many references as "And God said”, which infers that the personalities were
speaking to each other as they spoke. One very important statement is found in
Genesis chapter one verse twenty six. "And God said, Let us make man in Qur
Image, after Our Likeness;" Some may question this by quoting the following
verse. "So God created man in His Own Image, in the image of God created He
him; male and female created He them". May I ask you a simple question, "What
image could then be selected in the Godhead"? We are told that "God is Spirit".
(IJn.4:24.), but man is both of spirit and of flesh, so where would the likeness be?
The most plausible explanation would be in the spirit’s realm, through the
"Incarnate One", even the Lord Jesus Christ. God the Father is invisible, as well
as God the Holy Spirit, so we would then get our likeness through the Lord Jesus
Christ, "In His own image". "If ye had known me, ye should have known my
Father also; and from henceforth ye know Him, and have seen Him. Philip saith
unto Him, Lord, show us the Father, and it sufficeth us. Jesus saith unto him,
Have I been such a long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip?
He that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Show us
the Father? Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? The
words that I speak unto you, I speak not of myself; but the Father that dwelleth
in me, He doeth the works. Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father
in me; or else believe me for the very works’ sake."” Jn.14:7-11.

Not only do we have the likeness of the Father and the Son in the
Godhead, but we have a close relationship through the new birth given to us by
the Holy Spirit. Perhaps the most lovable relationship between the Father and the
Son occurred during six occasions.

1. The resurrection of Lazarus

The prayer which Christ offered to the Father was full of compassion.
"Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And
Jesus lifted up His eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me.
And I knew that thou hearest me always; but, because of the people who stand
by I said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me." Jn.11:41-42. The
communication between God the Father and God the Son is wonderful and in
complete unity.

2. The giving of God the Holy Spirit

“And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that
he may abide with you forever; Even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot
receive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him; but ye know Him; for
He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you." Jn.14:16-17. This is a very
important close relationship of the Triune God, each person agreed to do a
particular work in the great "Master Plan" of all ages. It was a settled issue that

17



God would send the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit would indwell the believers,
from the day of Pentecost until the Rapture. This was settled before the
foundation of the earth. God the Holy Spirit was sent, not only to give us this
new birth, but also to become a part of us, through His eternal indwelling. This
is a marvelous new relationship from the Triune God. It was God’s way of
providing us with Divine life, in preparations for us to become the bride of
Christ.

3. The intercessory prayer for the disciples

The Father has sent His Eternal Son into the world to become the supreme
sacrifice for the sins of the whole world, according to their eternal plan before
the ages. This is an excellent example of the unity within the Godhead. Note the
prayer of the Lord. "Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also who shall
believe on me through their word; That they all may be one, as thou, Father, art
in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us; that the world may believe
that thou hast sent me. And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them,
that they may be one, even as we are one: I in them, and thou in me, that they
may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me,
and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. Father, I will that they also, whom
thou hast given me, be with me where I am, that they may behold my glory,
which thou hast given me; for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the
world." Jn.17:20-24. This is another evidence of the unity within the Triune God.
But the liberals and all of the ecumenical crowd, try to use this unity to establish
their way of trying to unite all religions of the world into a religious melting pot.
There never was unity among the religions of the world, nor will there ever be
unity except a unified punishment in the lake of fire.

4, The use of His Father’s mansions for His "Bride To Be".

“In my Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have
told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for
you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself, that where I am, there ye
may be also." Jn.14:2-3. This is a very wonderful relationship with the Father,
as these mansions are available for the "Bride To Be", who has been purchased
out of the slave market of sin by the Lord Jesus Christ.The bridegroom is
preparing a special place for each of us in His Father’s mansions. We are not told
as to where these mansions are located in heaven, but we do know that the
Bride’s chamber will be ready on that great resurrection day. We as the future
bride of Christ will be presented to God the Father prior to the marriage feast and
will be blameless, when we stand before the Judgement seat of Christ to receive
our rewards according to our faithfulness.(2 Cor.5:10.), All the wood, hay and
stubble, will be removed. (1 Cor.3:11-17.) and our glorified bodies will be like
the Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Jn.3:1-3.) We shall behold our Savior, Lord and
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Master, face to face! This should make everyone of us homesick for our heavenly
abode. It also should make us alert to the great commission which has been given
to us. "Go tell the nations, that Jesus saves, keeps and satisfies. Christ is our all
in all and the first fruits of the resurrection. "If ye, then, be risen with Christ,
seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.
Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth." Col.3:1-2.

S. The bitter cup of Calvary

The Lord led the way to the Mount of Olives, knowing that His hour had
come, for Him to go to the cross. It was with great agony as He faced that
terrible death. "Then saith He unto them, My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even
unto death; tarry here, and watch with me. And He went a little further and fell
on His face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass
from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou wilt." Matt.26:38-39. Here we
have a perfect unity and submission to the Father, which is manifested in this
prayer of tremendous grief, which lasted for one hour. The disciples fell asleep,
during the three hours of prayer, by the Lord. He bore it all alone, even during
that season of prayer during each time. "He went away again the second time,
and prayed, saying, O my Father, if this cup may not pass away from me except
I drink it, thy will be done." Matt.26:42. Christ knew that it was for this
purpose that He came into the world, to become the sin bearer for the whole
world. Christ had power to lay down His life and power to take it again.
“Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take
it again. No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to
lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I
received of my Father.” Jn.10:17-18. His final hour of prayer was also alone,
*And He came and found them asleep again; for their eyes were heavy. And He
left them, and went away again, and prayed the third time, saying the same
words." Matt.26:43-44. Each hour of prayer was submissive to the will of God
the Father.

6. The fruit bearing ministry within the Triune God

The description which God has recorded in John chapter fifteen of the vine
and the branches as a unit is very important, in the work of the Lord. The
abiding requirements are very crucial in bearing eternal fruit to the glory of God.
Christ said, "I am the true vine, and my Father is the Vinedresser." Jn.15:1. "I
am the vine, ye are the branches. He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same
bringeth forth much fruit; for without me ye can do nothing." Jn.15:5. There is
one very important relationship that is essential for "Abiding In Christ" and that
is you must be born again by God the Holy Spirit. Through the Holy Spirit’s
prayers to God the Father (Rom.8:26-27.), we soar into the heavenly realm. The
intercessory prayers of Christ, as our Eternal High Priest, give us access into the
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Holy of Holies, making intercession before the Father continually in our behalf.
(Heb.7:23-28.) That middle wall of partition has been broken down, since God
Himself has entered into the Holy of Holies, once and forever, giving us a
continual access into the presence of God. This continual access into the presence
of God should also make possible a continual fruit bearing in behalf of our High
Priest. "In this is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my
disciples.” Jn.15:8.

B. THE UNITY WITHIN THE ETERNAL EXISTENCE OF THE
TRIUNE GOD

The Bible clearly sets forth a wonderful unity within the Godhead and sets
forth each person in the Godhead as being equal to each other. This in itself
assures us that there is perfect unity in Almighty God from eternity past and on
into the eternity of the future. It is of great interest, as Christ was being baptized
by John the Baptist in the river Jordan that the Holy Spirit came down upon Him.
(Matt.3:13-16.) Then we have the actual voice from God the Father speaking with
these words from heaven. "Now when all the people were baptized, it came to
pass, that Jesus, also, being baptized, and praying, the heaven was opened, and
the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily shape like a dove upon Him, and a voice
came from heaven, which said, Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well
pleased." Lk.3:21-22. Perhaps it would be good to list some of these special
occasions, expressing the unity in the Godhead.

1. The unity in the creation of man. (Gen.1:1-31; Gen.1:26-27.)
2. The unity in the seventh day of rest. (Gen.2:1-3.)

3. The unity in the great plan of all ages. (Dan.9:24.)

4. The unity in the battle against Satan. (Gen.3:15.)

S. The unity in the flood and the call of Noah. (Gen.6:1-9:19.)

6. The unity in the call of Abraham and establishing the Messianic hope.
(Gen.12:1-9.)

7. The unity in the destruction of Sodom & Gomorrah. (Gen.18:1-19:29.)
8. The unity in sending forth the Eternal Son of God. (Gal.4:4-5.)

9. The unity in the baptism of the Eternal Son of God for the kingdom.
(Lk.3:21-22.)
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10. The unity in the special anointing of Christ by the Father and
including believers in that anointing (Acts:38; 2 Cor.1:21; 1 Jn.2:27.)

11.  The unity in the Transfiguration. (Matt.17:1-5.)

12.  The unity in heaven, where Christ is seated on the right hand of God
the Father. (Matt.26:64.)

13. The unity with the use of the mansions of God the Father in the
heavens. (Jn.14:1-6.)

14.  The unity within the Triune God. Jn.14:26.)
15.  The Unity in the New Creation. (Rev.21:1-22:5.)

These are but a few of the many references in the Bible as to the unity of
the Godhead, without any discord or dissension. The Triune God, with each
individual personality is in perfect harmony with every decision to be made. As
we look into the Book of Colossians with the emphasis on “The Glory of God"
in the Godhead, may we summarize their unity as existing eternally together.
These references from the Book of Colossians need to be compared with other
references in the Bible. In the omniscience of the Godhead, all of this was
prepared in eternity past, and before the foundation of the world or any creation.
God has a supreme purpose in allowing a freedom of choice among the angelic
host as well as all mankind. It is God’s purpose in all of His creation to
eventually separate sin from His new creation forever. (Dan.9:24.) Sin will be
eradicated from God’s creation and will never appear again. That will be a
glorious day, when sin will be gone forever! May we review some of the ways
in which the Triune God pours out grace upon those who believe.

1. God the Father permits us as believers to share in the inheritance with
the Eternal Son of God. (Col.1:12.)

2. God the Father delivered us from the power of darkness through His
dear Son. (Col.1:13-14.)

3. The Eternal Son is the exact image of God the Father.
(Col.1:15.)

4, The Eternal Son was given the authority over all creation.
(Col.1:16-17.)

5. The Eternal Son as the head of the church which has received it’s new
birth by the Holy Spirit who dwells within. (Col.1:18-19.)
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Reconciliation of all things comes through the Eternal Son.
(Col.1:20-21.)

The Eternal Son will someday present us blameless unto God the
Father, in whom He is well pleased. (Col.1:22-23.)

God the Father makes known His rich mysteries in us, the hope of
glory. (Col.1:27-28.)

The Incarnate Christ expresses the love of the Triune God, toward
their creation. (Col.2:2-3.)

Within the "Incarnate Christ" dwells all the Godhead bodily, and we
as believers are absolutely complete in the Lord Jesus Christ.
(Col.2:9-10; Col.3:11.)

All condemnations against us are blotted out by the finished work of
Christ upon the cross. (Col.2:14-17.)

God the Father has reserved His right hand position upon the throne
for His Eternal Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, in whom He is well
pleased. (Col.3:1-4.)

God the Father has elected that we as believers should have our all in
all in His Eternal Son. (Col.3:12.)

God provides peace to those who are in Christ Jesus. (Col.3:15-17.)

Christians, being of the Royal family of God should live as unto the
Lord, regardless of duties in this life. (Col.3:18-4:1.)

The unity within the Godhead should have great influence on our
lives, praying for one another, witnessing to each other. (Col.4:2-5.)
"Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye
may know how ye ought to answer every man." Col.4:6.

This brings us to a very important issue in the Godhead concerning their

position and relation to each other. Believers as members of the same body which
is in Christ, we have a responsibility to one another to work in harmony with
each other. The Bible is very emphatic as to what God hates among His
creatures, and especially of the household of faith. “These six things doth the
Lord hate; yea, seven are an abomination unto Him." Let us examine these traits
which God hates, as recorde in His Word. (Prov.6:16-19.)
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"A Proud Look", There is no place in Christianity for any of us to be
proud or to put on a "holier than thou" attitude.

“A Lying Tongue", Itis written, "I said in my haste, All men are liars."
Ps.116:11. It was Dr. H.A.Ironside who commented on this verse in my Bible
study at Dallas Theological Seminary, when he commented, " He could have
taken his time and said the same thing". Mankind, being totally depraved finds
it easy to lie, and we as Christians need to refrain from lying. It is the trend of
the times to misrepresent and to lie, making personal profit through it. God hates
all liars.

"Hands That Shed Innocent Blood", The commandments clearly tell us
“Thou shalt not kill", and you may say, I haven’t physically killed anybody, but
may I ask you, “What have your thoughts been toward someone that you hated"?
There are many ways that you can shed innocent blood, such as slander,
inference, gossip, and the like. Take heed to this statement from God’s word.
(Matt.5:21-22.)

"An Heart That Deviseth Wicked Imaginations”, Your thoughts and
intents within your heart often imagine and scheme wickedly to gain some
advantage over another brother. This is hated by God and is detrimental to one’s
soul. Satan works on such imaginations, in the religious realm, using his demons
to mislead every thought word or deed.

"Feet That Are Swift In Running To Mischief", These folks are often
called "Busy Bodies" with gossip and the spreading of evil rumors. "Wherefore,
my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to
wrath; For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God."
Jas.1:19-20.

"A False Witness That Speaketh Lies", Briberies cause many a person
to fall to that terrible falsehood and the telling of lies against the innocent.
"Behold. we put bits in the horses’ mouths, that they may obey us; and we turn
about their whole body. Behold also the ships, which, though they are so great
and are driven by fierce winds, yet are they turned about with a very small helm,
wherever the pilot willeth. Even so the tongue is a little member and boasteth
great things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth! And the tongue is
a fire, a world of iniquity; so is the tongue among our members that it defileth
the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature, and it is set on fire of
hell.” Jas.3:3-6.

"He That Soweth Discord Among Brethren." Prov.6:16-19. May we as
individual members of the body of Christ, allow God the Holy Spirit to try us,
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through and through! The Triune God is in perfect unity, both through their
actions as well as their character. Certainly, we as sinners, saved by grace, need
to strive toward that goal. It is true that no one among the believers has ever
attained that ultimate goal, but we need to depend upon the Holy Spirit for these
greater heights for the Lord. There will be a day in our eternal life that we will
receive that glorified body, like unto the Lord’s, and then perfection will be a
quality of the saints of God.

As the Triune God has always existed in perfect unity, each having the
same characteristics, we understand from the Bible that they are also in perfect
harmony. There has never been a difference of opinion. Perhaps it would be
advisable to just list their characteristics as recorded in the Bible.

1. The Triune God is absolute. (Isa.40:30.)

2. The Triune God is love. (2 Jn.4:7-10.)

3. The Triune God is absolute holiness. (Exod.3:2-6; Isa.6:1-3.)

4. The Triune God is just. (Rom.5:1-2.)

S. The Triune God is absolute truth (Veracity). (Jn.1:1-5,14.)

6. The Triune God is eternal life. (Jn.5:26.)

7. The Triune God is immutable (He never changes). (Isa.46:9-10.)

8. The Triune God is impeccable (He cannot sin). (Jn.8:45-46).

9. The Triune God is sovereign (He reigns over all).

10.  The Triune God is omniscient (He knows everything). (Rom.11:33-36.)

11. The Triune God is omnipotent (He is all powerful). (Job.38:1-
-~ 39:30;Ps.62:11.)

12.  The Triune God is omnipresent (He is everywhere). (Ps.139:1-18.)

When one really comprehends the eternal character of the Triune God we
must cry out, " Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge
of God! How unsearchable are His judgements, and His ways past finding out!
For who hath known the mind of the Lord? Or who hath been His counselor? Or
who hath first given to Him, and it shall be recompensed unto Him again? For
of Him and through Him and to Him are all things: to whom be the glory
forever. Amen." Rom.11:33-36. We can also cry out, "Behold what manner of

24



God;" 1 Jn.3:1a. In order for us to understand the Eternal Triune God, we must
study the Bible very thoroughly, under the teaching and guidance of God the Holy
Spirit. When we have a problem in our lives or lack wisdom in understanding the
Word of God, God is our ever present help in time of need. "If any of you lack
wisdom, let him ask of God, who giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not,
and it shall be given him. But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that
wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let not
that man think that he shall receive anything of the Lord." Jas.1:5-7.

In understanding the character of the Triune God, by means of the Bible,
we are able to understand their unified position with each other. May we study
this important truth as found in the Word of God. Through understanding the
unity in position of each personality in the Godhead, we can determine many
difficult truths from the Bible. Knowing the author of the Bible, will clarify many
of the teachings from the Bible.

C. THE UNITY IN THE POSITION OF THE TRIUNE GOD

As members of the Royal family of God, we should want to know the
three personalities in the Godhead and our approach to them. God is not a God
of confusion, but is absolutely perfect in every aspect. We do not approach God
abruptly, but we come to Him, in the name of His Son. He is the Eternal King,
immortal, invisible, and the only wise God. God being in three persons has a
definite procedure to follow. We know that, "God is Spirit; and they that worship
Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth." Jn.4:24. We have been born of the
Holy Spirit, so we can approach God in the spiritual realm. However, in order
to talk to God the Father, we must approach Him in the Name of His Dear Son.
Since the Godhead is "Co-Equal”, none of them can be ignored. Let us examine
each in their position within the Godhead. God is not a God of confusion but is
orderly and concise and demands that we follow the necessary procedure. This
is why we must study the Bible thoroughly, with the help of the Holy Spirit. Let
us understand what the Bible teaches concerning the Triune God.

1. GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT

God the Holy Spirit is of great importance in our approach to God the
Father. The Holy Spirit is the means by which we can approach God the Father.
“Tt is the spirit that giveth life; the flesh profiteth nothing. The words that I speak
unto you, they are spirit, and they are life." Jn.6:63. Our communication with the
Father must therefore be in a spiritual form, based upon the Word of God. We
also know that "All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man
of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works." 2 Tim.3:16.
Such a statement as this from the Bible declares that this inspiration is “God-
breathed". To understand the Scripture, you must be "Spirit-Alerted”, as this is
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the position and workings of God the Holy Spirit. Although God the Holy Spirit
seems to be the silent partner in the Godhead, yet He is as real and as powerful
as God the Father and God the Son. God the Holy Spirit is the personal touch
in our lives of Divinity. Never before in the history of man has there been such
an out pouring of the Holy Spirit in the lives of "Homo Sapien" as occurred on
the day of Pentecost! We of all races and colors have now access to a personal
relationship with God, by being born of the Holy Spirit. It goes far beyond, being
created by God and into the realm of being indwelt by the third person of the
Godhead. When we receive that glorified body, like as unto the Lords, we will
have the most wonderful communion with God, having the Holy Spirit within us
forever and ever. This privilege which we now have as Christians is far greater
than the saints of previous ages. According to God’s great plan of all ages, we
are living at a time when God has started His "Count Down" for the final battles
against Satan and all his wicked forces. The Rapture of the saints could take place
at any time, taking us out from the wrath to come. (1 Thess.1:10.) Let us list
some of the power manifested through God the Holy Spirit.

1. The Spirit of God was in perfect unity with creation as He moved
upon the waters. (Gen.1:2.)

2. The Holy Spirit had a part in the making of man in the image of God.
(Gen.1:26-27.)

3. The Holy Spirit is the Author of the Holy Bible. (2 Tim.3:16-17.)

4. The Holy Spirit was present when Abraham saw the three men
approaching his tent. (Gen.18:1-33.)

S. The Holy Spirit was promised to be poured out upon all nations,
among those who would believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as their
personal Savior. (Joel 2:28.)

6. The Holy Spirit in His great power would not always be patient with
the evil of all generations. (Ps.103:9.)

7. The Holy Spirit is greater than all might and power found in creation.
(Zech.4:6.)

8. The Holy Spirit gives eternal life to all who accept Christ as their
personal Savior. (Jn.6:63; Jn.3:6.)

9. The Holy Spirit as the third person in the Trinity has made His abode

in mankind forever and ever. (Jn.14:16-17.) He has given us the
Divine spark, in preparation for the marriage to the Lamb of God.
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Since the Holy Spirit is the Author of the Bible, He has also made
Himself available to guide, and teach all truths and searcheth the
heart of mankind. (Rom.8:14; Jn.16:13; 1 Cor.2:10-11.)

The Holy Spirit is the one real baptism, identifying those who believe
with the Lord. (Eph.4:5; 1 Cor.12:13.)

The Holy Spirit gives believers patience to wait for the hope of
righteousness by faith. (Gal.5:5.)

The Holy Spirit anoints the believers and gives understanding of the
Scriptures. (1 Jn.2:27.)

The Holy Spirit gives wisdom in the use of the knowledge of the Bible.
(Eph.1:7.

The Holy Spirit is very sensitive to the presence of sin in the lives of
believers and can be grieved. (Eph.4:30.)

The Holy Spirit can be so grieved in believer’s lives, that His power
is quenched. (1 Thess.5:19.

The Holy Spirit is the means through whom we are adopted into the
royal family of God. (Rom.8:15-17.)

As we use our natural gifts for the glory of God, the Holy Spirit can
add to these gifts according to His will. (1 Cor.12:11.)

The Holy Spirit spends time praying for the believers. (Rom.8:26.)

The Holy Spirit desires to keep on filling the believers’ lives with
Himself for the work of God. (Eph.5:18.)

The Holy Spirit convicts of sin , revealing the need to accept Christ as
the redeemer, or as believers, He helps to restore such from their sins
and bring them back into fellowship with Christ. (Jn.16:8; 1 Jn.1:9.)

The Holy Spirit is our comfort and ever present help as He indwells
the believers. (Jn.14:16,26; Jn.15:26; Jn.16:7; Gal.3:1-5.)

The Holy Spirit is restraining the evil powers during this age of grace
to help us fulfill the great commission. (2 Thess.2:7.)
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24. The Holy Spirit will never leave us nor forsake us. (Jn.14:16.)

It is glorious to see the great responsibility that the Holy Spirit has been
throughout the ages and continues to be at this present time. Were it not for the
indwelling of the Holy Spirit in those who believe, we could well expect Satan
and his demons to overpower the saints. "If ye be reproached for the name of
Christ, happy are ye; for the Spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you; on their
part He is evil spoken of, but on your part He is glorified.” 1 Pet.4:14. We are
not indwelt by just a magic power, but rather with the "Eternal Spirit"! Praise
God for such a beautiful unity in the Godhead with each person in the Trinity
maintaining that unified position. We serve the living God, having had our sins
purged by the blood of Christ our Redeemer. "How much more shall the blood
of Christ, who through the Eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God,
purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?" Heb.9:14.

It is through the position of the Holy Spirit in the Godhead, that we are
made alive in Christ Jesus. "There is, therefore, now no condemnation to them
who are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For the
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and
of death. For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh,
God sending His own Son, in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, condemned
sin in the flesh, that the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit." Rom.8:1-4. Let us now draw from
that great resource of power in the Holy Spirit, so that we can overcome the
power of the evil one. Depend upon the work of the Holy Spirit in your lives
and not fulfil the lust of the flesh. "For as many as are led by the Spirit of God,
they are the sons of God. For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again
unto fear; but have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba,
Father." Rom.8:14-15.

Although God the Holy Spirit seems to be that still small voice behind the
scenes, yet He is equal to God the Father and God the Son in all of these
attributes. May you as a student of the word study carefully the work of the Holy
Spirit, using the textbook which I have written on this very subject of the Holy
Spirit. He will be our life long indwelling member of the Godhead, who will
remain within us forever and ever. He was instrumental in giving us, as
believers, that Divine spark of life, preparing us for that great wedding day when
we become the bride of Christ. God the Holy Spirit was willing to take that
humble position, yet maintained all the mighty power of the Eternal God. May
we allow the Holy Spirit to guide and direct us into these marvelous truths from
God’s precious and living Word. As we continue our study of the eternal glory
of God, may we now examine the Scriptures as to Christ the Eternal Son of God.
These Scriptures have been given to us by the Holy Spirit, and we need to be
taught by Him, if we are to understand the great heritage that we have in and
through Christ Jesus. It is very important that we understand that the Lord Jesus
Christ is from everlasting to everlasting and always existed with God the Father
and God the Holy Spirit.
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2. CHRIST THE ETERNAL SON OF GOD.

Since the Lord Jesus Christ is the outward expression of the Triune God,
we have more tangible truths from the Bible concerning Him than of the Holy
Spirit, or of God the Father. We will study the life of Christ in the following
categories.

a. Christ in His Eternal Existence.

b. Christ in the Old Testament.

c. Christ in His Incarnation.

d. Christ of the Kingdom Age.

e. Christ of the Ages to come.
INTRODUCTION

As we continue our study concerning "The Glory of God", our main
concern should be, to understand God’s expression in the human realm. Someone
from the Godhead had to become as one of us and relate to us the eternal glory
of God. We have studied the characteristics of God from the Word of God, and
now may we study the Incarnate One, the Lord Jesus Christ. "And the Word was
made flesh, and dwelt among us (and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the
only begotten of the Father), full of grace and truth.” Jn.1:14. The Triune God
in their perfect unity, planned all of this before the foundation of the world, with
a desire to be with mankind. Christ took upon Himself the form of man, apart
from the sin nature, being 100% perfect God and 100% perfect man.

a. Christ in His Eternal Existence.

Since all things were created by the Eternal Son of God, it is then
plausible that He could not be created but as the Bible says, "In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same
was in the beginning with God. All things were made by Him; and without Him
was not anything made that was made.In Him was life; and the life was the light
of men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness overcame it not."
Jn.1:1-5. The glory of the Triune God was manifested through the Lord Jesus
Christ in every aspect of the word. Christ is the Alpha and the Omega, the
beginning and the end and has been highly exalted above all principalities and
powers. The blessed hope that is established in our hearts can only come through
the Lord Jesus Christ. "Grace be unto you, and peace, from Him who is, and
who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before His
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throne; and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten
of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto Him that loveth us,
and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and hath made us a kingdom of
priests unto God and His Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever.
Amen. Behold He cometh with clouds, and every eye shall see Him, and they
also who pierced Him; and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of Him.
Even so, Amen. I am Alpha and Omeg’a, the beginning and the ending, saith the
Lord, who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty." Rev.1:4b-8.

Let us analyze the contents of this revelation, which describes the eternal
existence of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is of great importance that we understand
that the Lord Jesus Christ is very God as well as very man. Christ is the Eternal
Son of God and is as God the Father, without beginning or ending.

b. The eternal estate of Christ. "Who is, and who was, and who is to
come,” Christ is the ever existing one, without beginning or ending. He
is the Alpha and the Omeg’a, and has always existed with God the Father
and God the Holy Spirit.

c. Jesus Christ Himself the witness. "Who is the faithful witness, and the
first begotten of the dead". There is no need of the Almighty to have a
greater witness than Himself, who has power over death. The Triune God
is a perfect witness within themselves, and with perfect unity.

d. Christ supreme over all rule. "The prince of the kings of the earth." One
day the Lord Himself shall rule the nations in perfect righteousness, with
a rod of iron. (Ps.2:9.) God the Father has given Him all authority and
power. (Jn.5:21-23.)

e. Christ the only effective Redeemer from sins. "Unto Him that loveth us,
and washed us from our sins in His own blood." Without the shedding of
blood, there is no remission of sins. (Heb.9:22.)

f. Christ as the King of kings and has power to make us a kingdom of
priests. "And hath made us a kingdom of priests unto God and His

Father". This will take place as we enter the kingdom of righteousness in
our glorified bodies. (Rev.5:10.)

g. Christ possesses glory and dominion forever. "To him be glory and
dominion forever and ever. Amen. God the Father hath so ordained that
His Eternal Son should have dominion and power forever. To God be the
glory, great things He keeps on doing! Let us patiently wait for that
crowning day! "To the only wise God, our Savior, be glory and majesty,
dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen. (Jude 25.)
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This same Christ will return for His saints and with His saints.
"Behold, He cometh with clouds, and every eye shall see Him,and they
also who pierced Him; and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of
Him. Even so, Amen." Rev.1:7. "And then shall appear the sign of the
Son of man in heaven; and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and
they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power
and great glory." Matt.24:30. This is an event that will be world wide,
first with the Rapture, when the saints are "Caught Up". Those seven
years in the heavenly mansions will terminate, as we return to earth with
the Lord. The Lord will fight that great battle of Armageddon as a
prerequisite to establishing His kingdom of righteousness. (Rev.19:11-21.)
The cleansing of the whole earth will take place after this battle of
Armageddon, in preparation for the thousand year kingdom of
righteousness. We as saints will become a kingdom of priests, teaching the
righteousness of the kingdom of God. There will be great sorrow among
those who rejected Christ, but rejoicing among those who will accept Him
as the ruler of righteousness. Christ, during His earthly ministry has
taught the kingdom principles very thoroughly, and according to this, we
will be sent throughout the world teaching the kingdom of righteousness.

The eternal existence of Christ. "I am Alpha and Omeg’a, the beginning

and the ending, saith the Lord, who is, and who was, and who is to come,

the Almighty.” This statement from the Bible is certainly sufficient to

place the Lord Jesus Christ in the eternal realm as the Almighty God.
THE ETERNAL KINGDOM OF THE SON OF GOD.

As we search through the Book of Colossians we become aware of Christ

as the Eternal Son of God. The three persons of the Godhead are unified in such
a loving way with no separation or discord. Let us list these various references
for our study. They will require much study using the whole Bible for our full
understanding and admonition. God has permitted us to see some of the glory of
the Godhead through the reading of the Bible, being taught by the Holy Spirit.

God the Father hath translated us and given us an inheritance in the
kingdom of His dear Son. (Col.1:12-13.)

Christ is the image of God the Father, taking upon Himself an
Incarnate body. (Col.1:15.)

Christ the Creator of all things. (Col.1:16-17.)
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d. Christ becomes the head of the church with all the fullness, as to the
pleasure of God the Father. (Col.1:18-19.)

The true church was started on the day of Pentecost, built upon that
statement made by Peter, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God".
Matt.16:16b. We as believers are partakers of that glory of the Lord in His
resurrection and the first-born from the dead. This places the “True Church" in
a very unique position for all of eternity. It is therefore imperative that we
observe and live according to the Biblical teachings, concerning the body of
Christ.

e. Christ the means through which reconciliation is obtained. (Col.1:20)

God had promised through Daniel that He would provide the reconciliation
for the iniquity of the whole world. Dan.9:24. This is of great importance in the
complete plan of God. “And, having made peace through the blood of His cross,
by Him to reconcile all things unto Himself - by Him, I say, whether they be
things in earth, or things in heaven. And you, that were once alienated and
enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath He reconciled in the body
of His flesh through death, to present you holy and unblamable and unreproved
in His sight," Col.1:20-22. Christ, being our propitiation before the Father has
restored our fellowship and relationship with the Godhead through His death and
resurrection, adopting us into the royal family of God. The grace of God was
manifested through Christ bringing eternal reconciliation, to those who believe.

CONCLUSION

As we have studied this important factor as to the unity in the Triune God,
we can better understand why we are able to have tremendous confidence in the
Biblical truth. God’s love is absolutely perfect, and we are reminded that,"There
is no fear in love, but perfect love casteth out fear, because fear hath
punishment.” 1 Jn.4:18. We have reviewed many examples of this marvelous
unity with the Godhead, We also have seen how they are interdependent upon
each other with equality of power. This is but a reminder to every believer that
our life with each other should be in harmony. We are members of the same body
of Christ and each of us is given a particular work to be completed. God the Holy
Spirit is our ever present help and is waiting to guide us into all truth. "Blessed
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, according to His abundant
mercy, hath begotten us again unto a living hope by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.” 1 Pet.1:3-5.
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16,

17,

QUESTIONS CHAPTER TWO

Give examples from the Bible as to the Triune God.

Give six occasions, showing the lovable relationship of God the Father

and God the Son.

How can you prove the eternal existence of the Triune God? Give

Scriptures and examples.

Give truths obtained from Colossians 1:12-28.

Give truths obtained from Colossians 2:1-17.

Give truths obtained from Colossians 3:1-18.

Give truths obtained from Colossians 4:1-18.

Explain and give comments on Proverbs 6:16-19.

Name 12 characteristics of the Godhead with Scriptures.

Write an essay on. Romans 11:33-36.

Give a personal survey of the individual persons in the Godhead.
Explain the working of the Holy Spirit in our lives as believers.
Write on the life of Christ as in eternal existence.

Write on "The Life of Christ in the Old Testament."

Write on "The Life of Christ in the Incarnation."

Write on "The Life of Christ during the Kingdom age."

Write on "The Life of Christ in the Ages to come."
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CHAPTER THREE

GIVING PRIORITY TO THE GLORY OF GOD
INTRODUCTION

As we further study the glory of God, may I remind you that we cannot
add to or take away from the eternal glory of God. Through His creation, God
is sharing His eternal glory with the angelic and human creatures. God’s glorified
plan for all ages is being fulfilled according to what He has revealed to us
through the Holy Bible. We can trust the future to our loving God, based upon
what He has already accomplished. Although we do not deserve His grace which
has been bestowed upon us through His Eternal Son, we have been made, as
saints of God, to be partakers of the glory of God.

A. TO GOD BE THE GLORY, GREAT THINGS HE HATH DONE.
MAN BECOMES A LIVING SOUL AFTER THE LIKENESS OF GOD.

God’s one desire is to have His creation share in His glory, which has
been made evident to us when He breathed upon Adam and he became a living
soul. "And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.” Gen.2:7. This
act of God should show to us the deep desire that God has for holy fellowship
with His creation. The Triune God also desired to have something of His creation
in a spiritual likeness of the Godhead. "And God said. Let us make man in our
image, after our likeness;" Gen.1:26a. God has honored mankind in a very
special way, and it is important that we return our thanks to God by obeying His
desire. "That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful
in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God; Strengthened with
all might, according to His glorious power, unto all patience and long-suffering
with joyfulness; Giving thanks unto the Father who hath made us fit to be
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light." Col.1:10-12,

MAN GIVEN DOMINION OVER CREATION UPON THIS EARTH.

The environmentalists and the atheists would have the ignorant believe that
we evolved and gradually we adapted to our environment. But listen to what
God’s Word has to say. "And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea,
and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over
every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.” Gen.1:26b. God had given
first man dominion over all upon the earth, with sufficient knowledge and wisdom
to keep it under control. This is not a wild imagination but rather God’s provision
through His marvelous grace. Adam was even given the privilege of naming the
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thousands of different creatures, and he had the intelligence to retain their given
names. As he walked in the cool of the evening with visible God, he was taught
many things. God even told him about the heavenly skies, and certainly taught
him to read and write. Why do I say this? Because Enoch, of the seventh
generation from Adam could write, having also walked with God, and wrote
about the ungodly of the world. He was also informed that the Lord would
someday come to rule this world with ten thousands of His saints. (Jude 14-15.)
Yes men eventually lived in caves, but that was because of a degeneration and
degrading of mankind, due to their drifting away from their Creator. By the grace
of God, early man had recorded some important data so that when Moses arrived
on the scene, he could write the Pentateuch, under the guiding hand of the Holy
Spirit. The style and descriptions as well as the names of God would indicate that
Moses had access to earlier writings. God had not left the process of development
to evolvement, but as recorded, "And the earth brought forth vegetation, and herb
yielding seed after its kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself,
after its kind: and God saw that it was good.” Gen.1:12. We might also quote a
few more passages to confirm this. "And God created great sea monsters, and
every living creature that moveth, which the waters brought forth abundantly,
after their kind and every winged fowl after its kind, and God saw that it was
good." Gen.1:21. "And God made the beast of the earth after its kind, and cattle
after their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after its kind and
God saw that it was good.” Gen.1:25.

Then, when God created all of the living creatures, after their kind, He
turned His attention to the one who would have dominion over all. "And God
blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the
earth, and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the fowl
of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth." Gen.1:28.
This certainly is very plain and simple that mankind was created separate
according to the image of God.

A PARADISE GARDEN OF EDEN PROVIDED

"To God be the glory, great things He hath done"! "So God created man
in His own image, and in the image of God created He him; male and female
created He them." Gen.1:27. They were fully grown, when God created them and
He could have sent them forth on their own, but God, had a prepared garden,
ready for them to enjoy. "And the Lord God took the man, and put him into the
garden of Eden to till it and keep it." Gen.2:15. This was a perfect and beautiful
garden without weeds and diseases. A variety of food was plentiful and the
surroundings were gorgeous. All the produce that the garden produced was for
Adam and Eve and their posterity, except one tree for God. "And the Lord God
commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat;
But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it; for in
the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die." Gen.2:16-17. This was as
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a test of obedience which God gave to Adam and Eve. Because of disobedience
death came to all of us. "Know ye not that to whom ye yield yourselves servants
to obey, his servants ye are whom ye obey, whether of sin unto death, or of
obedience unto righteousness?” Rom.6:16. When Adam and Eve disobeyed God
and ate of the forbidden fruit, they were driven out of that beautiful garden, and
sin passed unto all of us. But praise God, "But not as the offense, so also is the
free gift. For if through the offense of one many are dead, much more the grace
of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded
unto many.” Rom.5:15. We also might add, "Blessed is the man to whom the
Lord will not impute sin." Rom.4:8.

.As the imputation of sin took place upon the whole human race, so those
who believe and are born of the Holy Spirit will experience the imputation of
God’s absolute and perfect righteousness. "And so it is written, The first man,
Adam, was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a life giving spirit.
However, that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and
afterward that which is spiritual. The first man is of the earth, earthy; the second
man is the Lord from heaven. As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy;
and as is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly. And as we have
borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly. Now
this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God;
neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.” 1 Cor.15:45-50. These are very
important truths for us to digest, so that we may realize that Christ did not come
to restore us to flesh and blood, but to bring us the Divine spark of eternal
spiritual life. Our salvation does not return us to the innocency of Adam and Eve,
when they were created, but rather gives us eternal life by being born of the Holy
Spirit as well as the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. Whether we live or are dead
physically when the Rapture takes place, we already are guaranteed incorruption
and immortality. "Behold I show you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we
shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump;
for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we
shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal
must put on immortality. So, when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption,
and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the
saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is thy
sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death is sin; and the strength
of sin is in the law. But thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor
is not in vain in the Lord.",1 Cor.15:51-58. This certainly gives us great hope,
for we not only are freed from the bondage of sin, but brought into the heavenly
and eternal Paradise, where sin will never appear again. We have much to look
forward to because, "To God be the glory, great things He hath done."! We have
lost that Paradise of the garden of Eden, but through our new birth, we are being
prepared for God’s eternal Paradise.
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PARADISE LOST AND HEAVENLY PARADISE GAINED

So, Adam and Eve and all of their posterity can say, "Paradise Lost",

because of disobedience. But God in His omniscience was prepared for this and
through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, a heavenly Paradise was gained. We
must constantly remind ourselves that God’s great desire is to dwell with His
creation, even at the tremendous cost of the cross. "Therefore the Lord Himself
shall give you a sign; Behold, the virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall
call his name Immanuel.: Isa.7:14; "Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and
shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel, which, being
interpreted, is God with us." Matt.1:23. May we list but a few of these wondrous
things which God has already done in the past.

100
11.
12.

13.

14.

15.

Provided His Son to redeem us from sin. (Gal.4:4-5; Jn.3:16.)
Provided Heavenly Mansions, for the saints to live in. (Jn.14:1-2.)
The Bridegroom preparing a place for His bride. (Jn.14:1-2.)
New birth by God the Holy Spirit. (Jn.3:5; Acts 2:4.)

Blotted out the handwriting against us.(Col.2:14.)

Given us a new name, reserved in heaven for the saints of all ages.
(Rev.2:7.)

Christ in us the hope of glory. (Col.1:27.)

Already blessed with spiritual blessings in heavenly places. (Eph.1:3.)
Sealed by the Holy Spirit. (Eph.1:13.)

We who believe are already complete in Christ Jesus. (Col.2:9-10.)
Called of God to serve Him. (Col.3:15-17;Rom.1:6-7; 1 Thess.2:12.)
Continual cleansing available in the heavenlies. (1 Jn.1:7-9.)

Continual prayer in our behalf_ by God the Holy Spirit.
(Rom.8:26-27.)

Christ our Advocate in the heavenlies. (1 Jn.2:1-2.)

Given special gifts by the Holy Spirit. (1 Cor.12:1-11.)
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16.  Already members of the body of Christ. (1 Cor.12:12.)

17. Understanding of the Word of God, through the Holy Spirit.
(Jn.16:12-15.

18. New creatures in Christ Jesus. (2 Cor.5:17.)
19. A new name written down in heaven awaiting our arrival. (Rev.2:17;)
20. Joint heirs with Christ as heirs of God. (Rom.8:17.)

21. Potentially seated with Christ at the right hand of God. (Eph.1:20;
Eph.2:6.)

We could go on and name many other provisions that God has done in the
past and keeps on doing for our benefit, but may this suffice for the time being.
You add to the list of these as the Holy Spirit reveals the great things that God
has already done in your behalf. We are being built together upon the solid
foundation of Christ, as the body of Christ. We as believers are also called
"Living Stones" (1 Pet.2:4-5.). God intends for us to be alive for His Eternal
Son, the Lord Jesus Christ! We as believers have become partakers of Divine
life by God the Holy Spirit. What more could we ask for than what God has
given already and promised to give to us? We may not know much about what
the future holds, but we already know the loving God who holds the future.

B.TO GOD BE THE GLORY IN ALL THINGS THAT WILL BE DONE.

The Lord has left us in this world for a witness to His saving grace and
we need to take heed to His great commission. "And Jesus came and spoke unto
them, saying, All authority is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye,
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever
I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the
age. Amen." Matt.28:18-20. This is a command to every believer regardless of
age or situation. In the Lord’s prayer to the Father, we have a special prayer for
the believers. "I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that
thou shouldest keep them from evil. They are not of the world, even as I am not
of the world. Sanctify them through thy truth; thy word is truth. As thou hast sent
me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world.” Jn.17:15-18.
We as Christians are sent into this wicked world to point precious souls to the
Lord Jesus Christ who has paid the debt of the sins of the whole world. (Jn.1:29).

There is work to be done for the Lord and it certainly is very urgent at
this present time. The world has become as "Sodom and Gomorrah" in our day
but we are not to become weary in well doing, regardless of the circumstances.
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