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to dedicate this Bible Study Text Book to all who have had a part in sending us to
Africa and maintaining us these many years. Without them, it would have been
impossible for us to send forth the glorious Gospel message to those precious souls
in Africa. "How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first
began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard
Him." (Hebrews 2:3). -
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SPECIAL NOTE

This Bible Study Text Book is written to help less privileged people
throughout the world who desire to study the Bible privately as well as in class
rooms. The text book is copyrighted to preserve its entirety preventing any misuse
of its contents. The author is always ready to grant permission to translate it into -
other languages. Being a nonprofit organization, known as Christian Literature &
Bible Center, Inc., located at 1006 Oak CIiff Dr., Toccoa, Georgia 30577, U.S.A.,
gifts are accepted from believers so that further editions might be printed for
distribution around the world. '
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FOREWORD

Andrew J. Losier has earned the right to be heard. He and his dear capable
wife have served in Africa since 1938. It was my privilege when ministering in that
part of the world a few years ago to see personally the tremendous work that they
had accomplished and were still producing. They were highly esteemed of the
brethren and full of good works. I saw their ministry at close hand and spent a brief
time as a guest in their home.

As to the work that Missionary Losier has prepared, he has always been alert
to the importance of the written word in evangelism and in instruction of believers.
The present work is a most needful one because it treats the message of the Bible in
" its proper proportions and will be found helpful to any student of the Word of God,
whether young or seasoned.

I recommend the work to the Christian public. It was our privilege to have
Brother Losier in our classes years ago at Dallas Seminary. He and his dear wife
have adorned the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. We trust that this work will have
- a wide circulation and acceptance.

Charles Lee Feinberg
Talbot Theological Seminary






PREFACE

These Bible study notes were originally intended to help the Christian leaders
of Africa, who had not acquired a formal Bible study course, nor attended Bible
School. They were printed in a series of booklets, combining many truths scattered
throughout the Bible, as simple study methods for believers of all ages to provide
better insight to the Word of God and to assist them in their daily walk. The
purpose is not to add another book which reflects the author's thoughts and ideas,
but to give young believers a clear and simplified system whereby the reader can
handle the Word of God more accurately, 'rightly dividing the Word of Truth.' The
contents of this book can only be helpful to you as you apply the methods and
information to your own personal Bible study.

As you examine the contents of this book, you will find that it does not deal
with various view points, but is definite concerning statements in the Bible
particularly regarding God's plan for all ages as recorded in Daniel 9:24.

"Seventy Sevens are determined upon thy people
(Israel) and upon thy Holy City (Jerusalem), to finish
the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to
make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in
everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision
and prophecy, and to anoint The Most Holy."

You will note that the Bible quotations are primarily based upon the King
James Authorized Version, and I strongly recommend the Scofield Bible with chain
references. Always read Scripture in context as you evaluate Biblical inter-
pretations. "

xiii
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INTRODUCTION

The following Bible instructions and comments begin with the absolute
character of God, the author of the Bible. When considering the Bible, it is
1mportant to understand that God has never needed to change or alter His original
plan in dealmg with ‘His creation. There is absolutely no room for a pragmatlc
outlook in inquiring into God's revelation in the Scriptures. The Word of God in its
original language was God-breathed by God the Holy Spirit and is totally without
error. The Bible is the Word of God in it's entirety and although God used human
agents in the writing of His Word, He is the author. The Bible is the vehicle through
which God has revealed His supreme plan for all ages. Chosen by God and
controlled by the Holy Spirit, human vessels were used, as the Holy Spirit spoke
through them, to bring God's knowledge to the human race.

God is absolutely perfect in every aspect. Mankind is totally depraved,
helpless and incapable of approaching God's perfect standards. God was aware of
our predicament from the beginning. He is allowing the cup of iniquity to be filled,
sin to take its course, and permitting man to exercise volition, that the Grace of
God through His Eternal-Son may be offered to all.

It is the purpose of God to deal with sin once and forever, judging it by way
of the cross, thus making possible the annihilation of sin forever. Since the old
creation has been contaminated by sm, God is going to provide a new creation in
which sin will never be an issue again.- As human beings we are caught in the midst
of this conflict of the ages and are part of God's great plan to deal with sin and all
evil forces. It may look like a physical struggle to us because we are in the physical
realm, but on the contrary, it is much more than this. Read Ephesians 6:12 "For we
wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high
places." There is a Satanic onslaught in all four of these realms and Satan is well
equipped to deal with every situation apart from the Sovereign intervention of God.

Satan was created the greatest creature of all time Here is what God
himself says about that Super Angel: :

"Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of
Tyre, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord God:
Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect
in beauty. Thou hast been in Eden, the garden of God;
every precious stone was thy covering, the sardius,
topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the
jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle,
and gold; the workmanshlp of thy timbrels and of thy
flutes was prepared in thee in the day that thou wast
created. Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth,
and I have set thee so; thou wast upon the holy
mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the
midst of the stones of fire. Thou wast perfect in thy
ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity
was found in thee."
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By no stretch of the imagination can this apply strictly to the King of Tyre,
regardless of how evil that king happened to be! First of all, he was not present in
the Garden of Eden! As the greatest creature God ever created, with tremendous
power, and known as the Prince of the power of the air, Satan had great influence
and scope in God's creation. Revelation 12:4 gives us great insight to Satan's power
among the angels. : :

"And his tail drew the third part of the stars of
heaven and did cast them to the earth; and the dragon
stood before the woman who was ready to be
delivered, to devour her child as soon as it was born."

Critics maintain that it would be impossible to cluster together the stars
upon the earth and they would be right. But in the context it is obvious that God is
not referring to literal stars but to the angels. Even Satan is referred to as a star in
Revelation 9:1.

In my introduction I want to point out just how powerful the evil forces are,
since God allowed the opposite of Himself to be made manifest. However, I also
want to point out that God is Absolute and Sovereign. He is and always will be in
complete control, and although sentence has been passed on Satan, Satan's forces
are still active and will go as far as God permits until the final judgement.

It is also important to note that the Bible cannot be read as a novel. It is
like a jig saw puzzle, for although it may seem jumbled up, each piece fits perfectly
into place as the plan of God is revealed. God has used over forty writers to bring
us God's blue print or plan for the ages. It was given in progressive stages and
culminated with the final Book of the Revelation of Jesus Christ, in which is stated
the warning concerning adding or taking away from the book.

"For I testify unto every man that heareth the words
of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto
these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that
are written in this book; And if any man shal] take
away from the words of the book of this prophecy,
God shall take away his part from the tree of life, and
out of the holy city and from the things which are
written in this book." (Revelation 22:18, 19)

Although the Bible was written over a long period of time, salvation is
explained throughout. Some phases of revelation were hidden from the Old
Testament Saints, such as the 'Mystery Age,' known to us as the Church Age. In the
New Testament some revelations were given to the Apostle John, on the Isle of
Patmos, of which John was instructed not to write (Revelation 10:4). God has his
'fullness of time,' both to reveal the details of his plan and to accomplish his
purpose.

The sequence of events in God's plan are not particularly written in
progressive order, but God the Holy Spirit has been given us to lead us and to guide
us into all truth, not through visions or dreams, but as we study God's precious
Word. We are instructed to study the Bible, and "rightly divide the Word of Truth.
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May God grant that, as you read this book, searching the Scriptures, in the
light of the Holy Spirit, you will be filled with understanding as your knowledge
increases. Confusion and uncertainty are tools of Satan, who tries to ‘divert
attention away from God's Word and cause us to dwell on feelings and experiences.
Our satisfaction and confidence is in, "Thus saith the Lord!"

- "My little children, let us not love in word, neither in
tongue, but in deed and in truth. And by this we know
that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts
before Him, For if our heart condemn us, God is
greater than our heart, and knoweth all things.
Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we
confidence toward God." (I John 3:18-21)

- You will note as you read this book that I'emphasize plain facts from God's
Word, and differentiate between parables illustrating a truth, and true illustrations;
between spiritual applications and literal fulfillment of prophetic utterances. An
important distinction is made between Israel and the Church. The Bride of Christ,
coming out of the Church Age must not be confused with Old Testament or
Tribulation saints. _

My final admonition is concerned with those who will remain on earth after
the rapture takes place. With the imminent return of the Lord for His Bride, true
believers may be 'caught up' at any moment, ‘'in the twinkling of an eye!' Precious
souls will be at stake during the tribulation and they will need our counsel in order
to orient. to God's plan during that one-world government under Satan. Now let's
get on with understanding God's Eternal Plan of all ages.



THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD

GOD IS ABSOLUTE

As created human beings, we can only base our beliefs in God upon His
personal revelation. The Bible, God's Word, states that "The heavens declare the
glory of God, and the firmament showeth His handiwork.” (Psalm 19:1) We begin by
observing our surroundings. An intelligent person cannot deny the existence of a
creative being for there is no other plausible explanation for such a wonderful,
systematic universe. "In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. "
(Genesis 1:1) "It is the fool who saith there is no God!" (Psalm 53:1b) The worship
of our Creator begins in the physical realm with the acknowledgment that there is
someone - a Creator - that transcends what we can see with our physical eye.

We are told by the One who took upon Himself human flesh, who is very God,
that "God is Spirit; and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in
truth.” (John 4:24) In order to worship God in spirit we must be spiritually alive! It
is here that human beings differ from animals; for we are a special creation. We
were not created in the same manner as the animals, birds, fish and other creeping
things, but "God formed man of the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life; and man became a living soul." (Genesis 2:7) :

"And God said, 'Let us make man in our image, after
our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish
of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the
cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping
thing that creepeth upon the earth.'' (Genesis 1:26)

Since God is Spirit, and we were made in the image of God, God has designed
‘direct communication with human beings which is not possible with animals.
However, since Adam sinned and died spiritually, thereby passing on spiritual death
to the entire human race, our communication with God can only take place through
the regenerative work of God the Holy Spirit which is why Christ said, "We must be
born again," referring to being born of God the Holy Spirit. Man's relationship with
God will be fully dealt with in this text book and all evidence w111 be based upon the
Bible, the Word of God.

The natural man is a pragmatist; he looks at life as temporal and
changeable. But there is more to life than meets the eye. As we behold the skies,
we observe a regular pattern of day and night, and the orderly behavior of the stars,
the moon and the sun. We become aware of a wonderful systematic creation. The
seaman who sails the vast ocean is never without his compass. . He checks it for
accuracy by the positions of the heavenly lights. The natural man can only face his
daily experiences with human viewpoint, continually adjusting his actions to suit the
changing circumstances; but the one who has put his trust in Almighty God, the
Creator, who is the same yesterday, today and forever, stands firmly upon the Word
of God, whose author is Absolute!
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God's Word gives to those that believe a guarantee that his plan or purpose
will be performed so that we need never question or have doubt about the future.
Job chapter 38 verse 4 describes it well as God speaks out, "Where were you when I
laid the foundations of the earth?" In Isaiah chapter 40 beginning with verse 12 we
read concerning the capability of our Almighty God, "Who has measured the waters
in the hollow of His Hand, and measured out heaven with a span, and measured the
dust of the earth in a measure, and weighed the mountains in scales, and the hills in
a balance?" Then God asks the question, "Who has directed the Spirit of the Lord,
or being His counselor has taught Him?" (Isaiah 40:13) Compare God with mere
humanity. "Behold, the nations are like a drop of a bucket, and are counted as the
small dust of the balance; behold He taketh up the coasts as a very little thing."
(Isaiah 40:15) God's Word adds to this, "All nations before Him are nothing; and
they are counted to Him less than nothing, and vanity." (Isaiah 49:17)

Now the question presents itself: What do you make God look like? God the
Holy Spirit led Isaiah the prophet to reveal some of the futile attempts by natural
man to fashion the image of God. "To whom then, will you liken God? Or what
likeness will you compare unto Him? The workman melteth and casteth an image,
and the goldsmith spreadeth it over with gold, and casteth silver chains. He that is
so impoverished that he has no oblation, chooseth a tree that will not rot; he
seeketh for a skillful workman to prepare a carved image, that shall not be moved "
(Isaiah 40:18-20) |

Man has always desired to worship someone or something greater than
himself and will go to great lengths to achieve that worship. It is at this point that
man gets into trouble, worshiping creation rather than the Creator as the Bible puts
it, "Having a form of godliness, but denying the power of it." (Il Timothy 3:5a)

"Because, when they knew God, they glorified Him not
as God, neither were thankful, but became vain in
their imaginations, and their foolish heart was
darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they
became fools, and changed the glory of the
incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible
man, and birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping
- things. - Wherefore God also gave them up to
uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to
dishonor their own bodies between themselves, who
exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped
and served the creature more than the Creator, Who
is blessed forever, Amen." (Romans 1:21-25)

One may argue that they worship the image rather than the Creator-out of
ignorance. While this is true in many cases, it is not limited to ignorance. At our
highest schools of learning there is a great percentage of learned people who
absolutely reject the Creator and His provision, and who set up false gods in His
place. Brainwashed by Satan himself, they have rejected the Living God. "In whom
the god of this age has blinded the minds of them who believe not, lest the light of
the glorious Gospel of Christ, who is the Image of God, should shine unto them." (II
Corinthians 4:4) How sad it is that people of high intelligence should allow
themselves to believe a lie rather than the truth.
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Those who are enlightened by the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ have a
different perspective on life. "While we look not at things which are seen, but at
the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal, but the
things which are not seen are eternal." (II Corinthians 4:18) This brings up the
question: Is there something eternal, something greater that transcends the
temporal physical realm?

To understand eternal things, one must understand the God of eternity! To
arrive at that understanding requires study in the Word of God. "Study to show
thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the Word of truth.” (II Timothy 2:15) It is through the eternal Word of God
which we call the Bible, that we can learn more about God. We may ask the
question, "Is God the final Word of Truth?" The answer to that question is in the
Word of God. Let us diligently search the Scriptures and discover the Author of the
Bible and His divine attributes. While we are making a study of the attributes of
God individually, it is important to note that the various attributes are interwoven
and together form a manifestation of His Eternal character.

GOD IS LOVE

Many unbelievers prefer to dwell on the characteristic of love, though for
the most part they have little knowledge of God. They quote only a part of John
3:16, "For God so loved the world," to excuse themselves, in hopes of covering up
their way of life rather than facing the consequence of their sin; for they reason
how could a God of love cast his creatures into eternal damnation? But they stop
short of the qualification to become a partaker of that Divine Love for the verse
reads on, "that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but have everlasting life."

"Beloved, let us love one another; for love is of God,
and everyone that loveth is born of God, and knoweth
God. He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is
love. In this was manifested the love of God toward
us; that God sent His only Begotten Son into the world
that we might live through Him. Herein is love, not
that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His
Son to be the propitiation for our sins." (Il John 4:7-10)

Coupled with these strong statements which are concise and to the point, is
the claim made by Jesus Christ, Himself, "I am the way, the truth and the life; no
man comes to the Father, but by me." (John 14:6) Note also that "The Lord is not
slack concerning His promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering
toward us not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to
repentance.” (II Peter 3:9)

In God's economy there is no accommodation for ignorance, neglect,
indifference or even procrastination as God deals with mankind through love. We
must meet God's requirements or suffer the consequences! It is important to note
that God's complete character, made up of many attributes, cannot be compromised
in any way; for example his perfect love must be balanced with his perfect justice,
righteousness etc. Our study of the Bible will reveal to us the great cost to bring so
great salvation to us.
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GOD IS ABSOLUTE RIGHTEOUSNESS

God is always righteous in whatever He does. In fact it is impossible for God
to be anything but righteous. It is important to remember this aspect of God as you
study the Bible. "If ye know that He is righteous, ye know that everyone that doeth
righteousness is born of Him." (I John 2:29).

In contrast to God's perfect righteousness, Isaiah chapter 64:6 states that
man's righteousness, that is man at his ultimate good, is as filthy rags, "But we are
all as an unclean thing, and all of our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we do
fade as a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away."

God cannot- have fellowship with anything or anyone that does not have His
righteousness, so in His love he has provided a perfect solution.

"But now the righteousness of God without the law is
manifested, being witnessed by the law and the
prophets; even the righteousness of God which is by
faith of Jesus Christ UNTO ALL AND UPON ALL

- THEM THAT BELIEVE: for there is no difference: for
all have sinned and .come short of the glory of God;
being justified freely by His Grace through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus; Whom God hath set
forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood,
to declare His righteousness for the remission of sins
that are past, through the forbearance of God; to
declare, I say, at this time HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS:
that He might be just, and the Justifier of him which
believeth in Jesus." (Romans 3:21-26)

God's way is always right and perfect and cannot be improved upon in the
slightest! That is why when Abraham believed God, it was counted as
righteousness. "And he believed in the Lord; and He (God) counted it to him for
righteousness." (Genesis 15:6) It makes all the difference for our future as to
whether God places His nghteousness upon us, or we depend upon our own
righteousness! The choice is ours. We have nothing to lose except filthy rags, and
everything to gain As for me, I will accept what God has provided through His Son,
in Whom He is well pleased. The moment that we believe, Almighty God sees us in
His son, "For you are dead, and your life hidden with Christ in God." (Colossians
3:3) What could we ask for that is better than God's absolute and perfect
righteousness" "As for God, His way is perfect: the Word of the Lord is tried: He
is a buckler to those that trust Him." (Psalm 18:30)

It is so easy for the natural man to blame God for things that go wrong. and
take the credit when things go right! It is so easy to excuse ourselves when we fail
to meet God's standards. God cannot tolerate anything but perfection and that is
why He sent His eternal Son to provide perfect righteousness to those who believe.
You and I are not worthy of perfect fellowship with God, no matter how good we
may think we are; therefore we must utterly depend upon God to supply His
righteousness! It must be 100% God's righteousness for nothing less will satisfy the
Godhead! The Grace of God plus nothing, makes possible our eternal habitation
with God. Warning - don't settle for anything less than God's righteousness!
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GOD IS ABSOLUTE HOLINESS

Moses encountered the Holiness of God in the wilderness, as he was
shepherding his father-in-law's sheep. He was attracted to an unusual burning bush
that kept on burning yet was not consumed.

"And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a
flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he
looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the
bush was not consumed. And Moses said 'l will now
turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is
not burnt,' and when the Lord saw that he turned
aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst of
the bush, and said 'Moses, Moses,' and he said, 'Here
am L.' And He said, 'Draw not nigh hither, put off thy
shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou
standest is holy ground.' Moreover He said, 'l am the
God of Jacob." And Moses hid his face: for he was
afraid to look upon God." (Exodus 3:2-6)

This was the beginning of God's revelation to Moses, in preparation for the
giving of the law and the'ten commandments.

The holiness of God, as an absolute was clearly manifested within the
Tabernacle as a place of communication with God. The tribe of Levi was set aside
by God to be the medium through which contact was to be made with God. This
priestly tribe was to provide spiritual instruction within Israel and to guard against
corruption.

Being absolutely holy, God never tolerates any form of sin. Prior to the
removing of the penalty of sin at the cross, the priestly office was to meet the
demand for holiness by making atonement for themselves and the nation Israel.
This atonement for sin, through the various sacrifices of animals could not take
away the penalty of sin, but was a temporary covering of sin until God Himself sent
forth His eternal Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, as the supreme sacrifice for the sins of
~ the whole world. This was the greatest sacrifice ever possible! The obstacle of sin

was removed at the cross once and forever! The Holy God, who cannot tolerate the
wickedness of sin in any form provided a perfect solution. Hell and the lake of fire
was never prepared for human beings, but for the devil and his fallen angels called
-demons. "For thou art not a God that hath pleasure in wickedness; neither shall evil
dwell with Thee." (Psalm 5:4)

Moses was confronted with the holiness of God, and by grace, God merely
required him, by faith, to take off his sandals from his feet as he approached the
holy ground, where God was hidden in the burning bush. Isaiah had a similar
experience with our Living God. "I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and
lifted up, and His train filled the Temple. Above it stood the seraphims: each one
had six wings; with twain he covered his face, (worship) and with twain he covered
his feet, (obedience) and 'with twain he did fly (service). And one cried to another,
and said 'Holy, Holy, is the Lord of Hosts the whole earth is full of his glory."
(Isaiah 6:1-3)

In our human state we have developed our own standards of goodness based
upon comparisons one with another, but when it comes to absolute and perfect
holiness from the Divine viewpoint it is beyond our comprehension. Perhaps the
best way to represent what God's holiness is, is to view it in the negative. It is
total absence of sin. God's holiness is constant and impeccable. As Believers, who
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have been born again by God the Holy Spirit, we can understand in part, what it
cost our Living God to remove sin once and forever, and establish His holiness. It
was not a small act by God the Father to turn away from His Son as He hung on the
cross and paid the debt of sin that the righteousness and holmess of God be
established.

"Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all
the land until the ninth hour. And about the ninth
hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, 'Eli, Eli,
1a'ma sabach'thani?' that is to say, 'My God, My God,
why hast thou forsaken me?" (Matthew 27:45,46)

When the eternal Son of God hung on the cross, He was bearing all the sins of
mankind, removing the cause of the penalty of sin. The absolute Holiness of God
was the issue and Almighty God was the only one who could provide for the removal
of sin, judge sin, and make a way for us to be free from sin for Eternity!

When Jesus cried out, "It is finished," as recorded in John 19:30, the task of
reconciliation was completed forever! It became possible by faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ, as the supreme sacrifice, for us to become partakers of the Holiness of
God! No wonder God gives us this warning in the book of Hebrews 2:3,4:

"How shall we escape, if we neglect so great
salvation, which at first began to be spoken by the
Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard
Him, God also bearing them witness, both with signs
and wonders, and with many kinds of miracles and
gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will?"

That is why, by faith we look to the Lamb of God for forgiveness of sin and
reconciliation to God! "To wit, that God was in Christ reconciling the world unto
Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them, and has committed unto us the
word of reconciliation." (II Corinthians 5:19) God will not tolerate any substitute
for His absolute holiness!

We who are believers and partakers of the new creation which is yet to be
revealed, need to realize that the Holiness of God dwells within us through God the
Holy Spirit as I Corinthians 3:16 clearly states, "Know ye not that ye are the temple
of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?" Then verse 17 gives us the
warning, "If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the
temple of God is Holy, which temple ye are."

The triune God further manifests Himself to us through the fruit of the Holy
Spirit. "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness,
faith, meekness, temperance; against such there is no law." (Galatians 5:22-23) The
mdwellmg Holy Spirit will lead, direct, guide and teach us the marvelous truths
found in the Bible about Our Holy God. Down through the years religious minded
persons have tried to attain a deep sense of holiness based upon their sacrifices, self
denial, torture, isolation and meditation, but all of this is in vain! It takes the Lord
Jesus Christ and Him alone to provide the absolute Holiness of God.

"That in the ages to come He might show the
exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward
. us through Christ Jesus For by grace are you saved
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through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift
of God - not of works, lest any man should boast. For
we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto
good works, which God has before ordained that we
should walk in them." (Ephesians 2:7-10)

In conclusion of the Absolute Holiness of God, it is necessary to note that we
must be Holy in order to come into the presence of God. This holiness is only
possible through God the Holy Spirit dwelling within us. God the Holy Spirit, who
has made our spirits alive again through the new birth, has given us:a Divine
identification. Llsted below are some of the commitments of God the Holy Spirit:

Sent forth (Galatians 4:6; John 14 26; 17:7&13)

Gives patience and hope (Galatians 5:5)

Protects in our daily walk (Galatians 5:16,25)

Is our fruitfulness (Galatians 5:22,23)

Seals us for eternity (Ephesians 1:13; 4:30)

Trlansforms knowledge into applied w1sdom (Ephesians
1:17,18)

Provides our vocation from God (Ephesians 4:1-3)
Baptizes every believer into the family of God

( Corinthians 12:13; Galatians 4:5)

Gives gifts as He wills (I Corinthians 12: 11-13
Ephesians 4:11-13)

Admonishes us not to grieve the Holy Spirit
(Ephesians 4:30)

De§ires to fill your life with His fullness (Ephesians
5:8

12. Desires to lead you through life (Galatians 5:18)

GOD IS ABSOLUTE JUSTICE
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As God's creation, we must never judge or question God's justice; for God is
both just and the justifier, manifesting His righteousness to us who believe as he has
recorded in Romans 3:26, "To declare, I say at this time His righteousness: that He
might be just, and the justifier of him who believeth in Jesus." This is why God
clearly states in Romans 5:1,2 "Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: by whom also we have access by faith into
this. grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God." This
statement would not be true were it not possible for God to justify. Absolute
justice had to be satisfied in order for us to have fellowship with God. And it took
the very God, Himself, to satisfy or fulfill the requirements of the eternal
character of God If there had been any other way to justify His creatures, He
certainly would not have sent the Eternal Son of God to the cross. For this reason,
the Word of God tells us, a body was prepared for the Son of God before the
foundations of the world.

There was more at stake than our salvation, when Christ went to the cross.
It involved the removing of sin and evil from God's whole realm. For the time being
God is allowing the cup of iniquity, both in the spiritual and material sphere to run
its course, but at the appointed time, sin and the very source of evil will be
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removed once and forever. That is why all things will become new, where sin will
never be present' God did not look for a shortcut, but he faced the issue squarely,
nailing the sins of the whole world to His own dear Son on the cross.

Job asked a very important question when he asked, "How should man be just
with God?" (Job 9:12) The answer is clearly provided by God in Hebrews 10:38, "The
just shall live by FAITH." Continue this same thought as you read I Peter 3:18, "For
Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring
us to God, being put to death in the flesh but quickened (made alive) by the Spirit."
How thankful we should be for God's provision through His Son to provide absolute
justification to those who believe. God has placed on record, and it will stand the
:_est of the ages to come, His marvelous provision for mankind to be justified by

aith!

The marvel is that we have been justified before God, by God Himself, and
we had better believe it! We, who were condemned to etemal death, can accept
God's pardon through His Eternal Son and receive eternal life with our sins cast as
far as the east is from the west! "For as .the heavens are high above the earth, so
great is His mercy toward them that fear Him; as far as the east is from the west,
so far has He removed our transgressions from us." (Psalm 103:11,12)

God could have made His whole creation with merely instinctive control, or
as robots to respond to His will without a choice. But God made us with volition,
allowing us to choose God's provision and inherit eternal life with Him; or make our
own decision and be separated from God by eternal death! As we think about the
justice of God and the blessings of God through our choice for God's provision, we
enter into the best that God has to offer and rejoice forevermore. "Finally,
brethren, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things
are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there
be any praise, think on these things." (Philippians 4:8)

GOD IS ABSOLUTE TRUTH (VERACITY)

We are all acquainted with what the Lord said to Pilate when asked, "Art
Thou A King?" Turn to that portion of Scripture for a moment. John 18:37,38
states, "Pilate therefore said unto Him 'Art thou a King then?' Jesus answered,
'Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into
the world, that I should bear witness unto the TRUTH. Everyone that is of the truth
heareth my voice.' Pilate saith unto Him, '"WHAT IS TRUTH?' It is recorded in
Psalm 116:11, "I said in my haste, all men are liars." It was Dr. H. A. Ironside who
added to this as he read it in our classroom so very long ago, "He could have taken
his time and said the same thing!" Yes, many are searching and askmg the same
question today, "What is TRUTH?"

We are living in the age of computers, and these man-made machines do a
marvelous job of retrieving information. But if the information that has been
entered into the computer is wrong, the answers will also be wrong. God warns us
to take a look at our source of information, "Woe unto them who call evil good, and
good, evil; who put darkness for light, and light for darkness; who put bitter for
sweet, and sweet for bitter. Woe unto them who are wise in their own eyes, and
prudent in their own sight!" (Isaiah 50:20,21) We are reminded of what happened
when there was only one language among all of the people of the earth. "And they
said, Come, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven;
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and let us make us a name lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole
earth.” (Genesis 11:4) In this first world conference, where God was left out of the
planning, unregenerate mankind demonstrated his propensity to organize his own
religion, exchanging the truth of God for a lie. -

Since Satan's fall, God has been dealing with Satan's evil forces and will do
so until God Himself, in the likeness of His Son Jesus Christ, sets up a righteous and
truthful kingdom which He will control with a rod of iron. (Psalm 2:9; Revelation
19:15) The world continues to have false leaders who attempt to bring unification
and peace, but their efforts are doomed to failure because they have rejected the
Prince of Peace, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Satan, the master deceiver, will make his last attempt to bring in his false
kingdom through a demon possessed world leader, whom the world will accept.

"And then shall that wicked one be revealed, whom
the Lord shall consume with the Spirit of His mouth,
and shall destroy with the brightness of His coming,
even him whose coming is after the working of Satan
with all power and signs and LYING WONDERS, and
with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them
that perish, because they received not the LOVE OF
THE TRUTH, that they might be saved. And for this
cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they
should believe the lie, that they all might be judged
who believe not the truth, but had pleasure in
 unrighteousness.” (Il Thessalonians 2:8-12)

When the truth of God is rejected, there is only one result and that is
JUDGEMENT! "But we are sure that the judgement of God is according to truth
against them who commit such things. And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest
them who do such things, and doest the same, that thou shalt escape the judgement
of God?" (Romans 2:2,3) Remember that the "wrath of God shall be revealed from
Heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in
unrighteousness." (Romans 1:18) Such are those "who exchanged the truth of God
for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is
blessed forever. Amen." (Romans 1:25)

When Christ descended from heaven to earth, He entered into our realm as a
man. God united Himself with His creation and became Incarnate, which
theologians call "the theanthropic person." God took upon Himself a body like ours,
yet without the possibility of sinning since he is absolutely impeccable in his divine
nature. The union has taken place, is permanent, and cannot be repeated. It is
called the Hypostatic Union.

YIn the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. The same was in

"~ the beginning with God. All things were made by
Him; and without Him was not anything made that

- was made. In Him was life; and the life was the light
of men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the
darkness overcame it not. And the Word was made
flesh, and dwelt among us (and we beheld His glory as
of the only begotten of the Father), full of grace and
- truth.” (John 1:1-5, 14)
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Christ Himself said, "I am the way, the truth and the life: no man cometh
unto the Father, but by me." (John 14:6) In John 15:1 we read, "I am the true vine,
and My Father is the husbandman." The Triune God has set forth the TRUTH in the
Bible and it is there that the truth of God is revealed. "But the Comforter, who is
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all
- things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you."
(John 14:26)

Since Almighty God is the sum total of truth, and is in the eternal spiritual
realm, He must be worshiped in Spirit and Truth.

"But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true
worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit and in
truth; for the Father seeketh such to worship Him.
God is Spirit; and they that worship Him must worship
Him in spirit and in truth." (John 4:23-24)

Now if we are dead spiritually, we cannot possibly worship God, being dead.
That is why the true worshipers must be born again (born of God the Holy Spirit) in
order to have the means to communicate with God. In Adam, we all died spiritually
and eventually we all die physically, but in Christ, who is the second Adam, sent
from the Father, we are made alive! "Because I will publish the Name of the Lord;
ascribe ye greatness unto our God. He is the Rock, His work is perfect; for all His
ways are judgement; A GOD OF TRUTH and without iniquity, just and right is He."
(Deuteronomy 32:2-4)

Our freedom begins when we know the truth that comes from God Himself.
"And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." (John 8:32) God
has made every provision through His word (the Bible) for mankind to be set free
‘from doubt and error. The Godhead has also sent us our spiritual guide, God the
Holy Slp6ir11t who not only provides new birth, but also will guide us into all truth
(John 3).

GOD IS ETERNAL LIFE

The absolute character of God demands that He is the One and Only, whom we call
our "All in AIl!" Young believers are often shocked when I tell them that God does
not have life. Then I quickly add GOD IS LIFE. What you are and what you possess
are two different things. God is the source of all life, whether it is for a time
period or for eternity. We need not probe the universe for the source of life, for
this is clearly set forth in the Bible.

During my years of missionary service in Africal found the heathen tribes to
be greatly susceptible to the evil powers of witch doctors, witchcraft and black
magic. This is not only true in Africa but in many parts of the world. We know
from the Bible that the source of their power is the fallen angels called demons,
who are capable of producing signs and wonders which strike fear in the hearts of
the masses of people under their domination. But let us examine the numerous
man-made gods around the world. We will find that they demand a great deal of
personal care from their subjects and worshipers. They require constant cleaning
and repair, often a new coat of paint. There are private gods, tribal gods, gods for
specific purposes, and national gods. Often the objects of worship are natural
formations such as mountains, for example Mt. Kilimanjaro was considered sacred
to the Masai tribe of East Africa. There is one thing that all false gods have in
common, whether man-made or natural formations, they are all dead! There is only
one
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Living God, manifested in the three persons of the trinity (Deuteronomy  6:4).
Man-made gods have to be cared for and protected, but praise God, our Eternal God
is in need of nothing and He holds the whole universe in His hands.

"The Eternal God is our refuge." (Deuteronomy 33:7) Our Living God is
willing to share His eternal life with those who are willing to come to the Father
through His Eternal Son. "And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given
us an understandmg, that we may know Him that is true, and we are in Him that is
‘true, even in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and Eternal Life." (I John
5:20) God, who is the source of life, has made every provision for us to be partakers
of His Eternal Life, both during this short span of life on earth and on into eternity,
if we will meet His requirements.: "He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting
life; and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God
abideth on him." (John 3:36) "Verily, verily I say unto you; he that heareth my word,
and believeth on Him that sent me, hath everlasting live, and shall not come into
condemnation; but is passed from death unto life." (John 5:24) "For as the Father
hath life in Himself; so hath He given to the Son.to have life in Himself." (John
5:26) Christ came into the world, which He created, that each of us may have life
- more abundantly. However, rejection of God's provision through His Son will result
in eternal condemnation.

. The Lord Jesus Christ is THE ‘WAY, THE TRUTH, and THE LIFE; there is no

other way! It is not God's wish that one soul perish but that all come to repentance
and he clearly states so in His precious book! "But these are written that you might
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you might have
life through His Name." (John 20:31) God the Holy Spirit made the issue of the
source of life very clear as Paul the Apostle spoke to the learned men of Athens,
from Mars Hill, "For in Him we live, and move, and have our being." (Acts 17:28)
. Christ is our life and to reject Him is to reject life itself!

Our guarantee of eternal life is God the Holy Spirit, who not only gives us
new birth, but also maintains the new life by dwelhng w1thm those who have
received it. .

"But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit if* so be

. that the Spirit of God dwell in you Now if any man
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is not of His, and if
Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin, but
the Spirit is life because of righteousness. But if the
Spirit of Him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell
in you, He that raised up Christ from the.dead shall
also give life to your mortal bodies by His Spirit that
dwelleth in you. For as many as are led by the Spirit
of God, they are the sons of God. For you have not
received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but you -
have received the spirit of adoption, whereby we cry,
Abba, Father. The Spirit Himself beareth witness
with our spirit, that we are the children of God."
(Romans 8:9-11, 14-16)

GOD IS IMMUTABLE (NEVER CHANGES)

Hebrews 13:8 is often quoted, "Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today,
and forever," but frequently we fail to realize the significance and depth of such a



20 Attributes Of God

statement. Reference to the "status quo" of our Lord Jesus Christ, is usually made
with regard to our daily needs and benefits, with little thought -given to the
immutable character of God. Since the very beginning, God the Father, God the
Son and God the Holy Spirit looking down the corridor of time, clearly saw God's

ultimate aim, with no variableness. "Every good gift and every perfect gift is from
above, and cometh down from the Father of nghts, with whom is no variableness,
. neither shadow of turning." (James 1:17. God is never frustrated nor confused, but
-is constant in His perfect decisions. There is absolute and perfect harmony in the

Godhead!

. The Bible is prophetic, telling us of the future so that we might have
confidence that God is in complete control. As we study God's Word we find we
can depend upon Him; for no man, no matter how clever, could predlct as
consistently and accurately. The record that God gives us was not revealed in one
generation or by one man led of God, but by some forty men over a period of about
1600 years! The events of the ages are clearly and precisely recorded even to the
detail of names, places and nations, many of which did not exist at the time of
writing, but were fulfilled with absolute accuracy.

God's Word reveals the beginnings of creation and even events that took
place in heaven before creation. We are told of millions of angels in outer space.
God has alerted us concerning our enemies, the world, the flesh and the Devil. God
knows the end from the beginning and never needs to change His course in dealing

with time; but has already made His perfect decision. What a wonderful Living
God!

"Remember the former things of old; for I am God,
and there is none else; I am God, and there is none
like me. Declaring the end from the beginning, and
from ancient times the things that are not yet done,
~saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my
pleasure." (Isaiah 46:9-10)

God did not create us to respond to His will as puppets; but He gave us
freedom to choose, a characteristic called volition . However God, who knows all
things, knew before we were born, the choices we would make. How do I conclude
this? A good Biblical proof is in God's dealings with Esau. "I have loved you, saith
the Lord. Yet you say, in what way have you loved us? Was not Esau Jacob's
brother? saith the Lord; yet I loved Jacob, and I hated Esau, and laid his mountains
and his heritage waste for the jackals of the wilderness." (Malachi 1:2,3) In Romans
9:8-13 God's word states:

"That is, they who are the children of the flesh, these
are not the children of God, but the children of
promise are counted as the seed. For this is the word
of promise, at this time will I come, and Sarah shall
have a son. And not only this, but when Rebecca also
had conceived by one, even by our father, Isaac (for
the children being not yet born, neither having done
any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to
election might stand, not of works but of him that
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calleth), it was said unto her, the elder shall serve the
younger. As it is wntten, Jacob have I loved but Esau
have I hated."

God spoke concerning Esau, "Lest there be any fomlcator, or profane person,
like Esau, who for one morsel of food sold his birthright. For ye know how
afterward, when he would have inherited the blessing, he was rejected; for he found
no place of repentance, though he sought it with tears." (Hebrews 12:16-17) -

Unregenerate men of our age would like to change the Bible to make God
pragmatic in His dealings with mankind. Some even try to say that since Israel has

,refused to .acknowledge .Jesus Christ as the Messiah, God is through with Israel.
This is incorrect; for God has made an unconditional covenant with both Abraham
(Genesis 13:14—18; 15:18-21; 17:1-8) and King David (I Chronicles 17:11-13; II
Samuel 7:16,240 I Kings 8:23; I Kings 9:5). God's word reminds us that He remains
the same. He cannot change or go back on His word. Read carefully Romans
chapters 9-11 for further verification that God has not cast Israel away. If that
were possible, it would also be possxble for the Christian Church to be cast away!

In this present age, God is showing us through signs and wonders, especially
concerning Israel, who is returning to their land, that what God said regarding the
regathering of Israel as His children, He will do. (Read Deuteronomy 30:3-5; Isaiah
11:11,12; 14:1-3; 27:12,13; 43:1-7; Jeremiah 16:14-16; 23:3-8; Ezekiel 11:17; 20:34;
34:11- 13 Hosea 1: 10—11 Amos 9: 14 15; Micah 4:4-7; Zephamah 3:18-20; Zechanah
3:18-20; 8:4-8) These scriptures and many more tell of the regathering of Israel,
which will be discussed later. The Middle East is now, and will continue to be, a hot
bed for wars, terrorism, chaos, and trouble. God's blueprint for all ages has been
set before the foundation of the world and there is no need for any alteration to
God's program.

The threat of atomic war has struck fear in the hearts of millions who do not
know or understand the Word of God, which clearly tells us that God has preserved
the world and the heavens for His fmal destruction, at which time he will make all
things new.

"Eye hath not see, nor ear heard, neither have entered =~
into the heart of man, the things which God hath

- prepared for them .that love God. But God has
revealed them -unto us by His Spirit; for the Spirit
searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. For
-what man knoweth: the things of a man, except the
spirit of man which is in him? Even so the things of -
God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. Now we
have received not the Spirit of the world, but the
Spirit- who is of God; that we might know the things
-that are freely given to us .of God. K Which things we

~ speak, not'in ‘the words which man' s wisdom teacheth,
but which - the - Holy : Spirit teacheth, comparmg )
spiritual things with splrltual "a Cormthxans 2: 9—13) '

"Seeing, then that all these things shall be’ dissolved

-what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy
living and godliness, looking for and hasting unto the
coming of the day of God in which the heavens, being
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on fire, shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt

~ with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to his
promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, in
which dwelleth righteousness." (Il Peter 3:11-13)

We are wonderfully blessed to be living in the last days with the complete
revelation from God. Even though God used the prophets of old to write much of
the things to come, the time or details were often a mystery to them. God revealed
much to Daniel concerning the four great world powers to come into being, but He
kept the time a secret, as He did the gap in Nebuchadnezzar's image. Gabriel, the
angelic Bible teacher, told Daniel many things but Daniel was puzzled about the end
times and the Lord had to say, "Go thy way, Daniel; for the words are closed up and
sealed till the time of the end.” (Daniel 12:9) - :

"Of which salvation the prophets have inquired and

searched diligently who prophesied of the grace that ‘
should come unto you, searching what, or what o
. manner of time the Spirit of Christ who was in them.
did signify, when he testified beforehand the

sufferings of Christ and the glory that should follow.

Unto who it was revealed that, not unto themselves,

but unto us they did minister the things, which are

now reported unto you by them that have preached

the Gospel unto you with the Holy Spirit sent down

from heaven; which things the angels desire to look

into." (I Peter 1:10-12)

To accept the fact that God never changes will be invaluable as you
systematically study the Bible. God the Holy Spu'it will teach you His revelation in
His Word as you yield to Him.

w

GOD IS IMPECCABLE (HE CANNOT SIN)

. The one thing that God cannot do is sin. God's plan of salvation is complete
deliverance from sin. God has provided this deliverance to all mankind with only
‘one requirement, that His Son, who paid the debt of sin upon the Cross, be accepted
as personal Saviour. Furthermore, God is determined to remove sin and prevent it
from ever showing its ugly head again. -

Sin was judged upon the cross in order that the New Creation which God will
bring about will never again be threatened with the evil forces. The sum total of
sin and its subjects will be separated and sealed off forever and ever! Amen and
Amen! The key purpose of God is revealed in Daniel 9:24 and that is-to "finish the
transgression, and to make an end of sin and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and
to bring in everlasting righteousness." It tells the whole story in a few words as to
our glorious future with Almighty God!

If there were even the smallest possibility of God sinning it would be
impossible for Him to overthrow its power and influence. Sin had to be dealt with
by God at great cost, the price of His very own sinless Eternal Son. God the Father
had to turn His back on His Son as He suffered the penalty for the sins of the whole
world on the cross.
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Although the penalty for sin has been paid for in full by the shedding of
Christ's precious blood, the sentence for the author of sin has not yet been
fulfilled. The cup of iniquity is filling rapidly and godless human beings by the help
of the world, the flesh and the Devil are plunging headlong into eternal damnation
by God, to a punishment prepared for Satan and his angels. They may be unaware,
indifferent or even willfully enjoying sin for a season, but the end thereof is
everlastmg judgement fire, where torment goes on forever!

- The sin questlon has been the conflict of the ages but God's Word clearly
teaches that just prior to the final showdown between God and Satan, God will allow
sin and all of the evil forces to break loose as never before. However until that
_time the. Holy Spirit is the restraining power working in and through believers
. waiting for the glorious day when believers will be "caught up" to Heaven away

from the wrath to come. (I Thessalonians 1:10) Praise God for His provision of an
escape route for those who love Him and are called by His name!

The Old Testament is full of examples, types, and shadows of how God deals
with sin. The required sacrifices were only a covering for sin until, "in the fullness
of time," God sent forth His Son. The covering was then removed and sin was dealt
with once and for all on the cross, casting it as far as the East is from the West!

"Surely He hath borne our griefs, and carried our
sorrows; yet we did esteem Him stricken, smitten of
God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for our
transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the
chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with His
stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone
~astray; we have turned everyone to his own way; and
the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all."
(Isaiah 53:4-6)

Prior to the cross, the Lord Jesus Christ was tempted in all points like we
are, yet without sin; for since He is God, He is impeccable. The temptation of the
‘Lord Jesus Christ recorded in Matthew 4; Luke 4; and Mark 1 was the most severe
test that could be placed upon the Godhead! God the Father allowed this terrible
series of temptations to take place to show to His creatures that it is impossible for
God to sin in any way. Some critics might argue, that He did not take upon Himself
a true fleshly body. That is an incorrect assumption; for Jesus Christ had a fleshly
body conceived by God the Holy Spirit and borne of a woman. Since He had no
earthly father, it was impossible for His flesh to inherit the sin nature passed on
from Adam. God was true sinless humanity and true God in one person.

Satan offered Jesus all the kingdoms of the world if He would just bow down
to him, but there is no shortcut to the throne. The cross was necessary for
salvation before Christ would establish. His Kingdom. The forty days in the
wilderness did not represent the only test to which Christ was subjected, in fact the
entire thirty-three years dwelling among men was filled with trials and testing.
Take for instance the situation of the woman "taken in adultery." (John 8:1-11)
The Pharisees tried to trap Jesus by making him choose between the Law of Moses
and the law of Rome so that they could accuse him. Would Jesus prescribe the
punishment of stoning as stated in the Mosaic law or would he judge the situation by
the Roman law? . Only God could solve this dilemma and the Lord Jesus Christ
answered correctly, "He that is without sin among you, let him ‘cast the first
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stone." There was a hush over all of them; for no doubt the people were waiting for
the priests to cast the first stone. But God had brought conv1ctron upon all and
Jesus was left alone with the woman.

Christ asked the woman, "Where are those thine accusers? Hath no man
condemned thee? She said no man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I
condemn thee; Go and sin no more." Christ was the only one in the crowd who had
the right to cast the first stone, but He didn't. Why not? John 3:17 tells us that
"God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world
through Him might be saved."

In John 8:45,46 the Lord again faced the religious leaders of the day with the
following words, "Because I tell you the truth, you believe me not. Which of you
convinceth me of sin? And if I say the truth, why do you not believe me?" Christ
‘was well known by this time yet no one could accuse Him of sin. No ordmary man
born of Adam would dare to make such a claim! Only God is w1thout sin and cannot
sin; He is absolutely impeccable!

GOD IS SOVEREIGN (HE REIGNS OVER ALL)

God is absolutely Sovereign. Although the evil forces- are at work with
seemingly no restriction, yet they are subject .to God's limitation. God is not to
blame for the evil which we experience in this world; for Satan has usurped the
kingdom of the world for a time and God has permitted him to operate within
certain boundaries until his final judgement. The Word describes Satan as "the god
of this world" and so he is. Satan knows that he was judged when Christ died
physically on the cross. He knows the Word of God well and often quotes it, though
out of context.

In his master plan to deceive the world, espec1ally rehgious people, Satan has
attempted to duplicate and counterfeit everythmg that God has to offer us. He
offered the kingdoms of this world to Christ if He would just bow down and worshrp
him. That failed, so now he seeks to set up one evil dictator after another. Why"
For the simple reason that he wants to offer to the world a plan of peace, in’ the
hope of bypassing God's perfect plan for peace.

_ Of course nothing is hidden from God and His plan goes on accordingly.
God's Word tells us where the dictator, called the Beast, will come from and that
eventually under-Satan's power no nation will be able to war against the Beast. This
will be discussed in a later chapter of this book. I merely wish to point out that
Satan eventually will have a world~wide counterfeit kingdom. Satan knows the
weaknesses of man and he will use man's volition to establish this Pseudo-Kingdom.
As time goes on Satan is becoming more and more vicious, but he is still restricted
by the presence of God the Holy Spirit, who restrains him (Il Thessalonians 2). ‘

We can thank the Lord for sending God the Holy Spirit into the world and
better still into our very lives! (John 16:7) It was for this reason that the Lord had
the disciples tarry in Jerusalem along with Old Testament Jews from many lands. It
happened on the day of the first fruits, whlch became the Day of Pentecost

"And being assembled together with them; (Christ)‘
commanded them that they should not depart from
Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father,
which saith He, you have heard from me. ‘For John -
truly baptized with water; but you shall be baptized
with the Holy Spirit not many days from now." (Acts
1:4-5)
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"And when the Day of Pentecost was fully come, they
were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly
there came a sound from heaven like a rushing mighty
wind, and it filled all the house where they were
sitting." (Acts 2:1-2)

They were not only baptized but were also filled by God the Holy Spirit! The
very presence of the Holy Spirit indwelling those who believe puts restraint on the
evil forces. Here is what Christ says about the Holy Spirit, "And when He is come,
He will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgement." (John
16:8) II Thessalonians 2:5-7 also tells us, "Remember ye not that, when I was yet
with you, I told you these things? And now we know what restraineth that he might
be revealed in his time.. For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: Only He
who now hindereth will continue to hinder until He be taken out of the way." This,
of course, refers to God the Holy Spirit. o

When the rapture takes place, God the Holy Spirit will no longer restrain the

evil forces, and this will usher in the terrible Tribulation. God's Word tells of fallen
angels or demons, who were put into everlasting chains because they attempted to
practice evil beyond God's Sovereign restraints (Jude 6). There also exists a whole
army of demons led by the general called Destroyer, locked up in the Bottomless Pit
(Revelations 9:2-11). In Revelations 16:12-14 there are three terrible demons
called Unclean Spirits also called the Spirits of Demons with their divisions of
demons. Lastly, we have the Euphrates River mentioned, where there are four
terrible demons in prison with their armies, who are to be released by the sixth
Angel of God, and they will go forth and slay one-third of all the people of the
earth. It is difficult to imagine the terror that will be realized on earth once these
demons are given free reign during the time of the Great Tribulation. But this
particular demon activity is timed according to the Sovereign plan of Almighty God
and will not take place until God allows it. Amen! and Amen!
. Satan, himself, is limited to one place, that is, he is not omnipresent; but he
has millions of fallen angels doing his evil work at his bidding. At present Satan is
busy accusing the Believers day and night before God's heavenly courts, but praise
God, we have an advocate, even Jesus Christ, the Righteous One, who stands in our
place and justly defends us on the basis of His shed blood at the cross! The Book of
Job presents a good example of Satan's activity in this area.

In God's sovereign plan, we read that while the Tribulation takes place upon
the earth we who believe, called the Bride of Christ, will be in Heaven to receive
our rewards and to take part in the marriage to the Lamb. During three and
one-half years of that time there will be a final struggle in Heaven with Satan. God

-in His sovereignty will give authority and power to Michael the Archangel and his

armies to drive Satan and all of his fallen angels out of heaven. "And the fifth
angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto the earth; and to him was
given the key of the bottomless pit." (Revelation 9:1) For a more detailed account
of this fallen star, let us read the account in Revelations 12:7-12:

"And there was war in heaven; Michael and his angels
fought against the dragon, and the dragon fought.and
his angels, and prevailed not, neither was their place
found any more in heaven. And the great dragon was
cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil,
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and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world; he was"
cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out

- with him. And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven,
Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom
of our God, and the power of his Christ; for the
accuser of our brethren is cast down, who accused
thein before God day and night. And they overcame
him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of
their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto
death. Therefore rejoice ye heavens; and ye that
dwell in them. Woe unto the inhabiters of the earth
-and of the sea! For the Devil is come down unto you,
having great wrath, because he knoweth that he has
but a short time." .

We need to turn back the pages of hlstory in God's angelic creation to see
where the trouble began. o

"The word of ‘the Lord came again unto me, saying,
Son of man, say unto the Prince of Tyre (this can only
‘refer to Satan as the Prince of the Power of the Air,
as we will see later), thus saith the Lord God; because
thine heart is lifted up, and thou hast said, I am a god,

I sit in the seat of God, in the midst of the seas; yet
thou art a man and not God, though thou set thine
heart as the heart of God; ... Son of man, take up a
lamentation upon the king of Tyre, and say unto him,
Thus saith the Lord God; thou sealest up the sum, full
of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. Thou hast BEEN IN
THE GARDEN OF GOD; every precious stone was thy
covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond ... thou
art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set
thee so; thou wast upon the Holy mountain of God;
thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the
stones of fire. Thou wast perfect in thy ways from
the day that thou was created, till iniquity was found
in thee." (Ezekiel 28:1-2, 12-15) :

This portion has a dual application yet it is single in its purpose. The King of
Tyre was no doubt demon possessed. God knew Satan was the inspiration and unseen
ruler; for the King of Tyre certainly was not in the garden of Eden. Therefore this
portion of Scripture must refer to Satan.

It is worthwhile to note here that before his fall Satan was perfect Up to
that point Satan was the greatest and most powerful among all of the angels, and he
still is, although he has lost the position of guarding the Holiness of God. God
dismissed Satan from his heavenly authority and replaced him with four of His Holy
Angels mentioned in Revelations 46:11. Not satisfied with the highest position
among all of the angels, Satan desired to be :as God. The five "I wills" of Satan are
mentioned in Isaiah 14:12-14. This will be dealt with later on. Since God cannot sin
as we have already discussed, we cannot place the blame on God for what Satan
‘does or what his millions of fallen angels do.
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The power of God is paramount; there is-no one greater than the triune God.

Our hearts should thrill:as we read over and over again‘in the Bible such phrases as

...God spoke...Thus saith the Lord ... It is written ... So God created ...And God set

. Behold I have given .." ‘But the most marvelous of them all is, "And God said,
Let us make man in our 1mage " (Genesis 1:26) Satan desired to be like God and
since he was denied that privilege he has become man's chief enemy, seeking to
frustrate the plan of God. Satan began his onslaught with Adam and Eve in the
Garden with the words "Hath God said?" And so sin entered into the world.
Mankind became involved in the battle between God and Satan. But God was
cognizant in eternity past that this would come to pass and he demonstrated his
mighty power when he dealt with Satan in the Garden, "And I will put enmity
between thee and the woman, and between thy seed (the unbelievers) and her seed;
it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel." (Genesis 3:15)

To demonstrate His mighty power, God chose the seed of the woman to
settle the sin question, once and forever! If the Messiah, the Eternal Son of God,
was not born into the human race through the virgin birth, then it would be
impossible to provide "So. Great Salvation!" The virgin birth of Christ is the
manifestation of the power of God to implement the eternal plan of God the Father,
the Son and the Holy Spirit. Through the humble submission of both the Lord Jesus
Christ and God the Holy: Spirit, sin has been conquered forever, eventually to be
annihilated and never to express itself in God's new creation in the future. That is
power!

- "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. The same was in
the beginning with God. 'All things were made by
Him; and without Him was not anything made that
was made. In Him was life; and the life was the light
of men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the
darkness comprehended it not." (John 1:1-5)

The power of God is more than a defense against evil forces (God never loses
a battle). To those who have put their trust in Him, he is an ever present help, and
more than that, He is "Immanuel" God with us! God's power goes to work for us
blessmg us and empowenng us to accomplish His perfect work. "And I heard a great
voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the Tabernacle of God is with men, and He will
dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with them,
and be their God." (Revelation 21:3)

GOD IS OMNISCIENT (KNOWS EVERYTHING)

Bible prophecies which have already been fulfilled to the minutest detail
should provide sufficient evidence that God knows the end from the beginning and
nothing is hid from Him. God has not been surprised by events that have occurred.
From the time that sin was detected in Satan's thoughts until the time of the final
victory over sin, God knows all. He has never had to make a change in His plans and
knows the thoughts and intents of all of His creation. As the Master Builder, God
has set forth His plans and has given-us the 'blue print' in the precious Bible.

God used men of old, usually called prophets, to record His truth. The final
revelation from God is through His Eternal Son.
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"God who at sundry times and in diverse manners
spoke in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,
hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son,
whom He hath appointed heir of all things, by whom
also He made the world." (Hebrews 1:1,2)

After Pentecost, when God the Holy Spirit was given to believers to generate
new birth, Christ's revelations to the Church (Mystery Age) was committed to
writing as the Holy Spirit gave utterance. The Church (Mystery Age) was not
revealed until after the giving of God the Holy Spirit.

The prophecy of the Messiah's coming, as Saviour and King (two phases) were
a little difficult for the Jews to understand, even though it was clearly set forth in
the Old Testament. Suppressed by the Roman Government, the Jews wanted
immediate deliverance from the heel of Rome. Even the Discip]es, after the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, asked, "Lord, will you at this time restore
again the kingdom to Israel?" (Acts 1:6) A suffering Saviour was not desired by the
Jews, but was necessary to vindicate the Character of God. Looking back through
Scri;lmnc"es, "rightly dividing the word of truth," we can better understand what was
involve

God's word foretold that Israel had to be completely scattered before the
final gathering. The downfall of Rome had to take place before the revival of the
Roman Empire. The Church, which is the Bride of Christ, had to be born and
completed, after which the rapture of the Church must take place for the Wedding
of the Bride in Heaven. The Great Tribulation is yet to come. All these events
have to be completed before the second phase of Messiah's coming as King. God in
His Omniscience has a plan which will be carried out completely as He has set forth
in His Word.

The revelation to Daniel and other prophets contains much information
concerning the future. Christ spoke of "the Abomination of desolation,"” spoken of
by Daniel, which is to take place sometime after the gathering together of the Body
of Christ (Matthew 24:15). This is a future event which will take place on earth in
God's appointed time. As recorded, there are but four great world wide empires,
Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome. The last of these will be revived and
identified by ten united nations of the old Roman Empire which extended as far as
the division of Berlin. We recognize them today as the European Common Market,
already united; and whether they realize it or not, they must wait until God's time
for the "One World Government." All of this will be dealt with in depth later, but
suffige it to say that Christ clearly endorsed the literal fulfillment of Daniel's
prophecy.

In Matthew 24, verses 1 and 2 we have recorded the scene in which the
disciples wanted to show the temple in Jerusalem to Christ and His response is
significant.

‘"And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple;
and His disciples came to Him for to show Him the:
buildings of the temple. And Jesus said unto them,
See ye not all these things? Verily I say unto you,
There shall not be left here one stone upon another
that shall not be thrown down." (Matthew 24:1,2)
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Here again, is proof from the Eternal Son of God of His Omniscience; for in
70 A.D. Titus marched upon Jerusalem and the temple was completely destroyed by
a great fire, yet the stones remained in place. But because the roof was solid gold
and the heat had melted the gold through all the layers of stone, every stone was
removed in order to retrieve the gold. How did Christ know that? Our Living God
knows everything. Fulfillment of prophecy should encourage us to have confidence
that prophecies yet to be fulfilled will likewise be accomplished in His time. The
Revelation of Jesus Christ, as seen in the last Book of the Bible, should become a
reality to us as we look forward to the literal fulfillment of His Word.

It is a marvelous thing to have-a God, whose knowledge extends down the
corridors of future time, thousands and thousands of years. Every detail of every
event is known to Him. We cannot in our finite minds understand how this can be,
but whenever we are in doubt, we should always give God the benefit of the doubt.
God is the sum total of all knowledge and wisdom and the knowledge we acquire as
human beings stems from God, who created us. -Since God knows everythmg, it
follows that He has worked out a perfect kmgdom to come, where all sin is removed
once and for all (See Daniel 9:24).

"Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and
knowledge of - God! How -unsearchable are His

- judgements, and His ways past finding out! For who
hath known the mind of ‘the Lord? Or who hath been
His counselor? ‘Or who hath first given to Him, and it
shall be recompensed unto Him again? For of Him,

- and through Him and to Him are all things: .to whom
be the glory forever. Amen." (Romans 11:33-36)

GOD IS OMNIPRESF.NT (EVERYWHERE)

. . . Jonah. is perhaps the greatest example and witness to the fact that God is
- everywhere. God called him for a specific purpose -to go and preach to Nineveh, a
corrupt Gentile nation, but he refused to go. Thinking that God would forget about
him and thereby send someone else, he ran in the opposite direction and bought a
ticket for an ocean voyage that would take him far away from Nineveh. He was
even willing to die a horrible death when he suggested they throw him into the sea.
Probably he thought, when he closed his eyes as he hit the waters, that he was free
from the responsibility and would wait for-the resurrection of the dead. I am sure
that he was very surprised and frightened to open his eyes in the midst of twisted
sea weeds and a steaming stench instead of in the 'bosom of Abraham.' No doubt
any of us would have been frightened under such circumstances. As a child of God,
he did the right thing; he began to pray. Would it be possible for God to hear from
the stomach of a great fish? The answer came qulckly, for God spoke to him in his
darkest hour.

There are many examples in the Bible of people trying to flee either from
the presence of God or some difficulty. Adam and Eve tried it, but God found
them. Cain, who killed his brother Abel, was not only found by God, but also
marked by God. Abraham was found in Ur of the Chaldeans and sent to a land
prepared and promised to him. The baby Moses was hidden, found and prepared for
great leadership. Moses, the man, ran away into the wilderness, thinking that now
as a free man he could remain a shepherd, enjoying the fruit of the fold. God knew
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all along where Moses was and merely waited for the fullness of time to bring him
back .to Egypt to lead 'His sheep' out from bondage and into a land flowing with
milk and honey. Elijah fled in fear of Jezebel and waited to die, but God sent the
ravens to feed him and commissioned him to return to where God could use him.
John 1:47-49 records the story of Nathanael's first meeting with Christ.

"Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, and saith of
him, Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guild!
Before Philip called thee, when thou wast under the
fig tree, I saw thee. Nathanael answered, and saith
unto Him, Rabbi, Thou art the Son of God; Thou art -
the King of Israel."

God met Saul on the road to Damascus in the ‘incider'lt of Saul's dramatic
conversion. Psalm 139 explains God's omnipresence:

"O Lord thou hast searched me, and known me. Thou
knowest my downsitting and mine uprising; thou
understandeth my thought, afar off. Thou compasseth
my path and my lying down, and art acquainted with
all my ways. For there is not a word in my tongue,

" but lo, O Lord, thou knowest it altogether. Thou hast
beset me behind and before, and laid thine hand upon

" me. Whither shall I go from Thy Spirit? Or whither
shall I flee from Thy Presence?"

As members of the household of faith, we have the assurance of the ever
present help from Almighty God. Praise God, Satan can only be in one place at a
time but God is everywhere, and more than that God the Holy Spirit dwells within
us forever!

In conclusion of this chapter on the Attributes of God, it is important to
remember when studying the scriptures that interpretation should be 'subject to the
whole character of God. Additionally make sure that you have the complete picture

of the plan of God and the individual truths will fit into the overall plan of God for
all ages. ,
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~ QUESTIONS in

1., Give the attributes of God with Scripture references.

2. When was the plan of sal_vation prepared by the Godhead?

3. Give three Scripture references of the virgin birth of ChriSt

4. Which realm is the most important - the physical or the Spiritual? Give
reasons with Scripture.

5. ‘Does - limit those who can be saved or is salvation open to all people"

. ‘Give your reasons. .

6. In considering the Triune God are the members of the Godhead equal or is
on member greater than the others? Give your reasons.

7. Why did God create Satan and the fallen angels if He knows all things?

8. Give the supreme purpose of God as revealed in the Book of Daniel '

9. How can we as sinners come into the very presence of God through our
prayers?

10.  Is God the Holy Spirit just a power in our life, or a person of the Godhead?
. Give reasons based upon the Scriptures. .
11. . Job asked the question, "How should man be just with God?" (Job 9: 2) How

" would you answer him from the Word of God?
12. :Upon what does God‘ base truth? Give Scripture.
13." - Does God nteed to adjust His plans to meet a changing world?
14.  Explain Isaiah 46:9,10.



THE PLAN OF GOD FOR ALL AGES - GOD'S BLUEPRINT

Now that we have studied the characteristics of the Author of the Bible, we
are ready to address the revelation of the Word of God. Before doing so, however,
it is important to note some aspects of the trinity: God the Father, God the Son and
God the Holy Spirit. All three persons possess the characteristics discussed in
Chapter 1. They are co-equal and co—-existent and co—eternal.

Many cults and 'isms' have been developed by man's attempt to separate the
triune Godhead or simply by emphasizing the importance of one member over the
other. There are many references in the Word of God to the triune God, for
example, in Genesis God said, "Let US make man in OUR image, after OUR
likeness." (Genesis 1:26) Yet God also reveals that there are not three Gods but
one. "Hear O Israel, The Lord Our God is one Lord." (Deuteronomy 6:4)

To comprehend the plan of God for all ages, we should have an understanding
of the interaction of the three persons, which make up Almighty God. In God's
provision of salvation, the relationship of the members of the Godhead can be
understood in this way; God the Father planned it, God the Son provided it, and God
the Holy Spirit guarantees it by indwelling us and preparing us for our glorified body
in eternity.

THE SON OF GOD REVEALED IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

There are a number of references to the Eternal Son of God in the Old
Testament. The second person of the trinity is called the "The Angel of The Lord"
in Psalm 37:4 and Judges 2:1. In Daniel 5:13-30, the story is recorded of Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego being cast into the fire because they would not bow down to
Nebuchadnezzar's golden image. God's deliverance of these men caused the great
king himself to give evidence of the Son of God. "He answered and said, Lo, the
form of the fourth is like unto the Son of God." This amazing disclosure cannot be
denied. Nothing like this had ever happened in the great empire of Nebuchadnezzar
and the news spread throughout his entire kingdom. .

Genesis 18:1-33 is another reference to the Son of God in the Old
Testament. When God was about to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah because of their
terrible sin, God, in the form of three men, approached the tent of Abraham.
Abraham saw the three men coming toward him as he sat in the doorway of his tent
in the heat of the day. ,

"And he lifted up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three
men stood by him: and when he saw them, he ran to
meet them from the tent door, and bowed himself
toward the ground and said, My Lord, if now I have
found favor in thy sight, pass not away, I pray thee,
from thy servant. " v

Abraham would never bow to the ground before ordmary men, nor would he
say "My Lord" to anyone but God! ,

33
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It is important to note that although the virgin Mary was the vessel through
whom the Son of God came down to earth to become our Saviour, Christ's body
was prepared before the foundation of the world.

"Father, I will that they also whom Thou hast given
me, be with me where I am, that they may behold my
glory, which Thou has given me; for Thou lovest me
before the foundation of the world." (John 17:24)

"Wherefore, when He cometh into the world, He saith,
Sacrifice-and offering Thou wouldest not, but a body
hast thou prepared me; In burnt offerings and
sacrifices for sin Thou hast no pleasure. Then said I,
Lo, I come (in the volume of the Book it is written of
Me) to do thy will O God." (Hebrews 10:5-7)

"Kiss the Son lest He be angry, and ye perish from the
way, when His wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed
are all they that put their trust in Him" (Psalm 2:12)

“"For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given; and
the government shall be upon his shoulder; and his
name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The
Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace." (Isaiah 9:6)

This confirms the prediction found in Isaiah 7:14, "Therefore the Lord
Himself shall give you a sign: Behold a virgin shall conceive, and bear,a Son, and
shall call His Name Emmanuel." God was preparing, in the fullness of time, to
present His Eternal Son for that mystery of mysteries when God Himself unites
within His creation, referred to as the incarnation and the hypostatic union. All of
this was essential to provide salvation for mankind and to Judge sin and evil once
and forever.

No created being could both judge sin and remove it; it took the Eternal Son
of God, the Lord Jesus Christ, second person of the Godhead, to satisfy the
righteousness of the Triune God. The Son of God took upon Himself the perfect
nature of man, the second Adam, without the possibility of sinning, to bring about
the prophecy of Daniel 9:24.

"Seventy weeks (sevens) are determined upon thy
people and upon thy holy city, to finish the
transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make
reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in Everlasting
Righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy,
and to anoint the Most Holy."

God is satlsfled with the provision that He has made for you. Are you willing
to accept it? "And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it
together; for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. (Isaiah 40:5)
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THESONOFGODREVEALEDNTHENEWTESTAMENT S

~ The New Testament speaks of the Logos (The Word), the very expression of
God through His Eternal Son. God made His manifesto clear, both in writing and in
Person! God guarantees His Word, whether in writing, delivered by the very breath
of God the Holy Spirit, or in His Eternal Son as sacrifice and Saviour. Hebrews
1:1-2 states: SUESEE > - ‘ ,

"God, who at sundry times and in diverse manners
spoke in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,
hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son,
whom he hath appointed heir of all things by whom
also he made the worlds (ages) "o

What a privilege it has been for the Apostles and all mankind to have God
walk among them.

Perhaps the greatest examples of God walking with His creatures was with
Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. The next best might have been Enoch, who
lived to be 365 years and-is still living in the presence of God. The Apostle John
writes, through the Holy Spirit: -

"That which was from the beginning, which we have
looked upon, and our -hands have handled of the Word
of Life; (For the life was manifested, and we have
seen it, and bear witness, and show unto you that
eternal life, which was with the Father, and was
manifested unto us;): that which we have seen and
heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have -
fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the
Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ." (I John 1:1-3)

"And the word was made flesh, and dwelt among us,
(and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the Only
Begotten of the Father), full of grace and truth."
(John 1:14)

Speaking to His disciples, Jesus said, "Verily I say unto you, there are some
standing here, who shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of man coming in
his kingdom." (Matthew 16:28) Immediately following this statement, it is recorded,
"And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James and John, his brother, and brmgeth
them up into an high mountain privately, and was transfigured before them; and his
face did shine like the sun, and his raiment was as white as the light." (Matthew
17:1-2) Peter was therefore able to- Join with John and say that he was an
eyew1tness of this glory.

" "For we have not followed cunmngly devised fables

- when we:made known unto you the power and coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his
majesty. For he recenved from God the Father honor
and glory, when there came such a voice to him from "
the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I
am well pleased. And this voice which came from
heaven we heard, when we were with him in the Holy
Mount." (Il Peter 1:16-18)
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The Apostle Paul through the leadmg of the Holy Spirit wrote of God
manifested in the flesh in Romans 9:5 and in I Timothy 3:16. When Philip expressed
the desire to see God the Father, the Lord reminded him, "He that hath seen me
hath seen the Father." (John 14:9) :

‘Perhaps the greatest revelation of Jesus Christ, the Son of Man coming into
His kingdom was to John on the Isle of Patmos, when the Lord, Himself, gave John a
preview of the events to come, from the present time through the Tribulation. He
was able to see the Kingdom of Righteousness, the battles to be fought, the White
Throne Judgement, the New Heavens and the New Earth, the Holy City, New
Jerusalem.

It is clear from the Scriptures that the Lord Jesus Christ, the Eternal Son of
God, left His home in glory to manifest the perfect love of the Godhead toward
mankind. Salvation, through the cross, makes us a new creation, bringing us into
the Royal Family of God, from total depravity, destined to separation from God, to
an inheritance with His righteousness never to be separated from God' What more
could God do for us? .

THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (THIRD PERSON OF THE TRINITY)

When the Lord Jesus Christ left earth for His home in giory, He made a
promise:

"And I will pray the Father, and He shall give you
another (of the same kind) comforter, that He may
abide with you forever; Even the Spirit of Truth,
whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth Him
not, neither knoweth Him; but ye know Him; for He
(llwo.;léelt’l,l) with you, and shall be in you." (John
4:16,

In God's powerful provision, each person of the Godhead had a part in the
'Master Blue Print' for the building of God's Eternal Kingdom, free from evil
forever!

We are totally dependent upon God, the Holy Spirit to teach us from the
Word. .

"But the Comforter, who is the Holy Spirit, whom the
Father will send in my name, (as the Father did
according to Acts 2), He shall teach you all things,
and bring all things to your remembrance, whatever I
have said unto you." (John 14:26)

This verse of Scripture is one of the greatest proofs of the Triune God
mentioning all three persons in one verse.

It was very important that the Lord Jesus Christ return to His heavenly
home, for He was needed there to be our advocate before the Father defending us
against Satan's accusations day and night. "For there is one God, and one mediator
between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus." (I Timothy 2:5)

"My little children these things write I unto you, that
ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an Advocate
with the Father, Jesus Christ, the Righteous; And he
is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only,
but also for the sins of the whole world." (I John
2:1,2)
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"And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is
come salvation, and strength, and the Kingdom of our
God, and the power of his Christ; for the accuser of
our brethren is cast down, who accused them before
our God day and night." (Revelations 12:10)

The fulfillment of this verse in Revelation 22:10 has not yet taken place, but
it points to the necessity of Christ as our Advocate and Defender in heaven.

God always provides for His own, and as Christ returned to heaven, God the
Holy Spirit took over the earthly ministry. It is the very presence of God the Holy
Spirit indwelling believers that keeps the world from getting out of control with the
ev11 forces

"Nevertheless, I tell you the truth; it is emedient for
you that I go away; for if- I go not away, the
Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, 1
will send him unto you. And when he is come, he will
reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of
judgement." (John 16:7,8)

God the Holy Spirit is the guardian over the Body of Christ, which is made up
of all races of people, whom we call Christians. God the: Holy Spirit is responsible
for giving us a new spiritual birth and identifying us within the Body of Christ. "For
by one Spirit were we all baptized (placed) into one body, whether we be Jews or
Greeks, whether we be bond or free; and have been made to drink into one Spirit." (I
Corinthians 12:13) Through the work of the Holy Spirit, our lives are changed.
"Where the Spirit .of the Lord is, there is liberty. But we all, with unveiled face
beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image
from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord." (II Corinthians 3:17,18) God
the Holy Spirit is mentioned more than 100 times in the Old Testament and 261
times.in the New Testament. Following is a list of some of His important work,
with Scripture references:

1. He searches the Scnpture for us.
(I Corinthians 1:10-11) -
His is the very wisdom within the Godhead.
(Ephesians 1:17)
He understands (Isaiah 11:2)
He indwells Believers - giving new birth
(I Corinthians 12:13) and John 3
He is grieved when we disobey and sin
(Ephesians 4:30)
He gives gifts and special talents as He wills
(I Corinthians 12:11)
Scripture is 'God-Breathed' through the work of the
Holy Spirit. (I Timothy 3:16) :
He had an important part in creation. (Genesis 1:2)
He provides power for God's activity. (Zechariah 4:6) :
He teaches those who are born again. (John 16:13)
He guides and directs Believers, helping them
make the right decisions. (Isaiah 48:16; Romans 8:14)
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12. He comforts His own. (John 14:26)

13. He prays for Believers. (Romans 8:26)

14. He convicts of sin in righteousness and passes
judgements. (John 16:8)

15. He restrains the evil forces. (Il Thessalonians 2:7;
Isaiah 59:19; Genesis 6:3)

16. He commands and is powerful, bemg God. (Acts 8:29;
Acts 13:2; Acts 16:7)

We possess security in the Triune God. God can be in a specific place and at
the same .time be aware of all activity throughout the great creation. God the
Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit have always agreed on everything and
always will! The plans for a Utopian Kingdom of Righteousness have been passed by
the Godhead long before construction has taken place. Almighty God has allowed
sin to express itself so that it might be judged once and forever. Everything that
God ever made or will make is perfect. Not wanting a creation of robots, or
creatures with instincts and pattern behavior, God made angels and mankind with
volition, the ability to choose, and volition is a part of the plan of God for all Ages.

GOD IN CREATION
The Heavens and the Earth

The original creation of God is a mystery to all who study the Bible; we have
very little in writing concerning it. Since God always existed, we know that He has
always been somewhere. There is no possibility of things just evolving even in our
earthly life, so we must begin with God who has revealed himself in the heavens and
earth. It would be easier for the blind to lead the blind, than to have a creation
without a Creator.

When God created the heavens and the earth they were absolutely perfect
without one flaw. "In the beginning God created (out of nothing) the heaven and the
earth." In God's creation, He has given us a sample of what He is capable of making
out of nothing. "The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament showeth
His handiwork." (Psalm 19:1) What we behold now is not as it was originally
created, but even with the curse which was put upon nature because of sin, we still
have to cry out, "How Great Thou art Oh God!"

- God has called all things into being with precision and in spite of the curse of
sin which is manifested, nature still has much beauty. What will the new creation
be like? "But it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered
into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him."
(I Corinthians 2:9) This New creation is already prepared for Believers from ages
past and ages to come. God has already begun the work of perfection in us by
making us new creatures.

"However, we speak wisdom among them that are
perfect yet not the wisdom of this age, nor of the
princes of this age, that come to nothing; But we
speak the wisdom of God in mystery even the hidden
wisdom which God ordained before the ages unto our
glory; which none of the princes of this age knew; for
had they known it, they would not have crucified the
Lord of glory." (I Corinthians 2:6-8)



